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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


FRANCE TO BE 'PUNISHED' BY TURKEY FOR BACKING ARMENIAN CAUSE 
Beirut AZTAC in Armenian 9 May 84 p l 


[Article, published under the heading "For Supporting the Armenian Cause," an 
Agence France Presse release datelined Ankara, 8 May: "Turkey to Bring Interna- 
tional Legal Action Against France...."] 


[Text] In view of the fact that France is "aiding the Armenian terrorist cause," 
Ankara is considering submitting a complaint against France to international 
organizations, the Turkish press announced, obtaining ics information from 
circles close to the government. 


According to the daily papers TERJYUMAN and GYUNESH, Turkey's Foreign Ministry 
is examining legal means of presenting a complaint against France before the UN 
Security Council, the International Court of Justice at The Hague, and before 
the European Committee on Human Rights. 


In appealing to the Security Council, Ankara will argue that "by engaging in 
propaganda favoring the Armenians, France is aiding the activities of terrorist 
groups," and the Turkish Government will appeal to the World Court at The 
Hague, arguing that "no government shall tolerate activities within the boun- 
daries of its jurisdiction which can damage the interests of another govern- 
ment." 


According to the two newspapers, the position held by President Francois 
Mitterrand, Charles Hernu (minister of defense), Gaston Defferre (minister of 
interior and decentralization), and Joseph Franceschi (secretary of state to the 
minister of interior responsible for public safety), who are sympathetic with 
the Armenian position regarding the Genocide, can serve as proof of support of 
anti-Turkish activities. According to these newspapers, statements by French 
officials can be construed as actions in violation of decisions by the Interna- 
tional Court of Justice and in a certain way as justification for and defense 

of Armenian terrorists who are working against Turkey. 


Finally, appealing to the European Committee of Human Rights, Turkey can argue 
that "protection of Turkish diplomats in France is being honored in the breach, 
detriment is being done to the rights and interests of Turks residing in France, 
and they are under the threat of Armenian terrorism." 











Turkey's Foreign Ministry declinedto confirm or deny this report, stressing that 
the Turkish Government has not yet announced whit actions it will take in regard 
to France. 


The daily newspaper HURIYET announced in turu that Vrimwe Minister Ozal intended 
to take his time about responding adversely to the anti-french propaganda un- 
leashed by the Turkish press, in order to avoid giving the impression that he 
was being subjected to pressure. However, according to HURIYET, he is preparing 
a "surprise for France." 
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EGYPT 


GHALI DISCUSSES POSSIBILITIES OF RETURN TO ARAB LEAGUE 
Cairo AKHIR SA'AH in Arabic No 2586, 16 May 84 pp 8-9 


[Interview with Dr Butrus Ghali, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, by 
Sana’ al-Sa'id: "Egypt and Arab League: How Wil] Return Occur"; date and 
place not specified] 


[Text] The issue of the Arab League is not alien to Dr Butrus Ghali, the 
minister of state for foreign affairs. He has been in contact with this 
issue and has been known by its means as an expert and jurist in interna- 
tional circles since he published a book on the Arab League in English in 
New York in 1955--a book which constituted the beginning for a series of 
studies and research on the League and its political role in the Arab world. 
He has also lived with the experience of moving the League from Cairo to 
Tunis and he is the one who took strict steps to prevent the transfer of the 
League documents and to prevent Egyptian experts from working in the League 
in Tunis. He also took steps to impound the League's monies here in Cairo. 


Today, with the passage of several years since the transfer of the League 
when Egypt was ousted from it in 1979, with the varying degree of enthusiasm 
for the continued isolation of Egypt and with the emergence of a moderate 
front of Arab states sympathetic to Egypt's return to the League so that 
Egypt may play anew a leadership role in the area, we wonder--and our wonder- 
ing coincides with the ongoing preparations to hold the Arab foreign minis- 
ters conference on the 19th of the current month of May--about the League's 
situation and about the means for a real, not symbolic, return by Egypt to 
the League. The entryway to Egypt's return to the League is, as Dr Ghali 
sees it, in the return of the League's main headquarters to Cairo and in a 
new Arab league whose slogan is to confront Israel peacefully, not militarily. 


[Question] Regarding the achievement of reconciliation between Egypt and the 
Arab world, we wonder: What is your visualization of the form of Egypt's 
return to the Arab League, especially since its return has become more of an 
urgent demand by the PLO and the Arab countries than it is by Egypt? 


[Answer] The question regarding Egypt's return to the Arab League is an 
inaccurate question insofar as form is concerneu. Legally, Egypt has never 
left this regional organization in whose founding it had participated and 
in which Egypt's membership still exists in accordance with the Arab League 
charter. 








Permit me to dwell a little on explaining the technical legal aspect in 

this regard because thick clouds of ambiguity have enguiied this issue which 
pertains to Egypt's relationship with the Arab League. it behooves us to 
note in this regard that "suspending" or "terminating tgypt's membership 

in the Arab League and transferring the League's headquarters from Cairo to 
Tunis came about as a result of a resolution issued by the conference of the 
Arab ministers of foreign affairs and economy which was held in baghdad on 
31 March 1979. The call for holding this conference was issued by the Iraqi 
minister of foreign affairs. Therefore, that conference was just an inter- 
national conference outside the framework : f the provisions of the Arab 
League charter. 


{Question] Excuse me, Mr Minister, but the said conterence ot Arab minis- 
ters of foreign affairs and economy resulted in legal consequences affecting 
the countries participating in it--countries which approved its resolution 
on freezing Egypt's membership in the Arab League. 


[Answer] But by referring to the Arab League charter and adhering strictly 
to legal procedure, we can say that the resolutions adopted by the confer- 
ence of Arab ministers of foreign affairs and economy, held in Baghdad on 
31 March 1979, on terminating Egypt's membership in the League and trans- 
ferring the League headquarters are void and illegal on the basis of the 
following: 


First, if we refer to the Arab League charter, we find that the agency con 
cerned with membership and possessing the power to mike « binding decision 
on membership is the League Council. There is wm doubt that the said confer- 
ence could not be considered an ordinary or an extraordinary session of the 
League Council in accordance with the charter's provisions. 


Second, the charter does not include a provision that empowers the League 
Council to terminate membership and determine the rights ensuing, contrary 

to some other international charters that define this issue, such as the U.N. 
charter. 


Third, insofar as Arab League headquarters are concerned, article 10 of the 
charter states clearly that Cairo is the Arab League's perilanent ieadquar- 
ters and that the League Council may meet in any other place it designates. 
If this article is clear in permitting the League Council to meet outside 
Cairo, which has actually happened more than once, then it is also clear 

in stressing that Cairo is the League's permanent headquarters, without per- 
mitting the transfer of these headquarters. 


On the basis of the above and in light of the provisions of the Arab League 
charter, we find that the resolution to suspend Egypt's membership lacks all 
legal content and that adherence to the objectives of the legal analysis 
confirms the illegality of the resolution's consequences for the abovemen- 
tioned considerations. 


[Question] But these resolutions can be designated as poiitical resolutions 
based on political, not legal, considerations. Therefore, I wonder what the 
Egyptian position is in the light of this designation: 














[Answer] Such a logi¢ cannet be accepted. Political designation of resolu- 
tions mde by an international organization weakens the organization itself. 
Even if we sny thet they orc political resolutions, then this makes them 
invalid withii the sphere of the Arab League which we are discussing and 
whose members are Cied io ihe provisions of its charter. If they are polit- 
ical tevsolutions, then they become an issue that concerns only the group ot 
States which adopted th: resolutions and not an issue truly reflecting the 
will of th rth league Council. 


[Question] bee what tf! we want to seek a legal designation that enables 
Egypt to resume its activ ty within the Arab League in the light of the ex- 
planation you have o! fered? 


[Answer| ‘he otfticiail tgvptian position vis-a-vis the Baghdad conference 
resolutions has been one ot not recognizing the legitimacy of these resolu- 
tions. Consequently, there is no place for seeking a legal designation be- 
cause whst is veid is woid. But on the other hand, our understanding of 
these resviulivous as tesviulious that lack legality, that concern only those 
who adopted them and that have no binding legal value leads us to the con- 
viction thal those whe idopted the resolutions can back down on them, either 
collectively or individua!ly, without raising the legal issue of which of 
them is responsible tor violating the resolutions. 


This is because backing down on these resolutions does not require a certain 
procedural step. i will «dd that the resolution to suspend Egypt's member- 
ship, regardless of its being a political resolution, does not require a 
legal procedure deiined in the provisions of the charter. Moreover, the 
resolution was adopted hy majority and not unanimously. 


Therefcre, disivowine and rescinding the resolution can be done by a majority 
and does net require consensus, that is even if we disregard the fact that 
the Baghdad summit dows not represent the Arab League's will. 


[Question] Po tre wnderctand from this that rescinding the Baghdad summit 
resolutions jie the only wey to open the door for the return of Egypt and for 
its resumption of its activity within the Arab League? Are there any condi- 
tions set by ligypt for it. agrecing to resume its activity? 


|Answer| We can never talk about an only way. There are always numerous 
ways. methods and ontions to deal with every issue. However, it is perhaps 
true that the initiative is now in the hands of the Arab League, which can 
find the proper formula tccording to which to overcome the present situation. 
Egypt places no .onditions tor resuming its activity within the Arab League 
agencies. 


lQuestion] Do you seek the issuance of a new resolution by the Arab League 
providing for abolition of the previous resolutions? 


[Answer] fF jt i decided that Feyptian dipiomacy must adopt the first 
method, then in this case Lgypt's adherence to legitimacy requires the is- 
suance ot a new resoiulion by the Arab League calling for dropping the 











previous resolutions concerning the suspension of Egypt's membership and for 
considering them canceled because of their illegality. But in case Egyptian 
diplomacy adopts the second course, it will be enough to consider the previ- 
ous resolutions as if they have never existed. 


The same applies to the issue of the transfer of Arab League headquarters 
from Cairo. If Egyptian diplomacy wants to adhere to the letter of the 
charter, then the headquarters cannot be moved without amending the constitu- 
tion. This is the point on which Egypt has based its refusal to recognize 
the League in Tunis. 


The situation will then dictate that the League return to its official head- 
quarters in Cairo, especially since the resolutions of the ninth Arab summit 
held in Baghdad in November 1978 [as published] state that the transfer of 

the League headquarters from Cairo is a "temporary" transfer until the right 
conditions for Egypt's return to the Arab nation's fold come into existence. 


But if the Tunisian efforts to establish a new permanent headquarters for 
the League in Tunis succeed and if Egyptian diplomacy chooses to resort to 
the course of the practical political resolutions in dealing with the issue 
of normalizing its relations with the League, then it will accept in this 
case the idea of having more than one permanent headquarters for the League, 
with Cairo as the main headquarters and Tunis as the second headquarters. 

In this regard, guidance can be sought from what is followed in the United 
Nations which has a headquarters in New York and another in Geneva. 


[Question] The discussion leads us to another question regarding the pro- 
jected trends toward amending the League charter and to subsequent additional 
reason stressing the importance of the presence of Egypt in League agencies 
and of Egypt's participation in approving the expected new amendments. 


[Answer] To begin, I would like to deal with the procedural aspect of the 
issue of Egypt's relationship with the currently projected amendments per- 
taining to the League charter. Even though the issue of amending the Arab 
League charter is as old as the League itseif, it is no secret that present- 
ing the plan to amend the charter to the expected Arab summit will, in 
Egypt's absence, create an abnormal situation because the two-thirds major- 
ity required for passing the amendments may be met without Egypt's partici- 
pation in discussing and approving such amendments. 


Meanwhile, article 19 of the charter stipulates that amendments are valid 

in case they are approved by two thirds of the League members. The required 
two-thirds majority applies to all the League members, including Egypt, which 
is considered a League member with temporarily frozen or suspended activity. 
Accordingly, Egypt is, legally, one of the member states included in calcu- 
lating the two thirds of the League members. 


This is from the procedural legal aspect which also stipulates that it is 
necessary that Egypt participate in the proposed amendment so that it muy 
abide by it. This is in addition to the political aspect which cannot dis- 
regard Egypt's role in creating common Arab action. 

















Modern Arab history records that the first meeting of the leaders of the 
Arab countries was the mecting which the Egyptian government called, which 
was held in Inshas in May 1946 and which was attended by the kings and heads 
of state of the then independent Arab countries. Seventeen years later, 
though under different circumstances, revolutionary Egypt called for holding 
the Arab summit conferences and hosted the first two such conferences. 


[Question] Numerous changes have developed in the arena, motivating certain 
Arab circles to stand as an impenetrable barrier in the face of Egypt's 
restoration ol 1ls weight in the League. The question is, what if the re- 
turn results in a mere eymbho! of Arab acceptance of Egypt? 


[Answer] If the return is going to be symbolic, then there is no need for 
it. But if the return will be a means for developing the Arab League, then 
yes . 


[Question] There are certain Arab circles that fear Egypt's restoration of 
its weight in the League. Some still see Saudi Arabia as being in control 
of relations on the basis of the struggle for leadership. Do you believe 
that Saudi Arshia may ohiect to Fgypt's return to the Arab League? 


[Answer] When the Arab League came into existence in 1945, it was founded 
in accordance with some sort of an agreement between Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 
Considering that this agreement was reached in the interest of the Arab na- 
tion, then we can imagine a uew agreement between Egypt and Saudi Arabia 

for a new Arab league. 


[Question] Could this happen amidst the growing number of changes? 


{|Answer] There is no tundamental conflict between Egyptian policy and Saudi 
policy. The same applies to interests. Rather, there is political integra- 
tion between the two cuuntries. Within the framework of this integration, 
we can imagine that the two countrics may have a common position that helps 
crystallize a new Arab league. 


[Question] There are countiies, led by Syria, that oppose Egypt's restora- 
tion of its place in the Arab League because of differences in the courses 
that they and Egypt follow--courses reflected in Syria's friendship with the 
Soviet Union and Lgypt's sympathizing with the United States. 


[Answer] We should net exaggerate the disagreement between Syria and Egypt, 
especially since Lhere are precedents of healed rifts between them. 


I will cite for an example the secession which occurred in the United Arab 
Republic in September 1961. There was a strong conflict between the two 
countries at the time but the years passed and reconciliation was achieved 
between them. Egypt can play a role and there is a possibility for rap- 
prochement between Egypt and Syria. The precedents are there. The truce 
agreement concluded between Egypt and Israel was the model according to 
which Syria concluded a similar agreement with Israel. The first disengage- 
ment agreement between Egypt and Israel] was the model for the disengagement 

















agreement between Syria and Israel. It is our hope that the peace treaty 
concluded between Egypt and Israel will be the model followed by the Arab 
parties in the area, led by Syria. 


[Question] There are those who claim that gratitude, uot any other consid- 
eration, is what is motivating Iraq to maintain the features of its rap- 
prochement with Egypt. 


[Answer] I disagree with this interpretation and I believe that the rela- 
tions established between Egypt and Iraq before and after founding of the 
League show that each of them possesses a strong political will to overcome 
obstacles and to reach a joint policy seeking to establish comprehensive 
peace in the area. 


[Question] While "gypt adopts a position whose most prominent feature is 
Camp David, the Arab group opposes Camp David. In the eyes of the Arab 
group, Camp David is still the framework that has neutralized Egypt and given 
Israel the legitimacy of expansion in the area. How do you intend to return 
to the League when the League was basically founded on confronting Israel? 


[Answer] The existing Arab League was founded to confront Israel militarily. 
Now, the League is supposed to lead at the political and diplomatic levels. 
The Arab League should have been developed in 1950 when the truce agreement 
was signed between Egypt and Israel, Jordan and Israel, Lebanon and Israel 
and Syria and Israel because a situation then emerged which required prepar- 
ing for negotiation and dialogue instead of military confrontation. 


[Question] Another issue which separates Egypt from the Arab group at present 
is that whereas Egypt is proceeding according to the Camp David course, the 
Arab parties are seeking the convocation of an international conference. 
Though you have welcomed such a conference, you have reservations on its con- 
vocation. 


[Answer] There is no contradiction between tne Egyptian position and the 
Arab position. The mere fact that the Arab position has recognized resolu- 
tion 242 and the principle of negotiation with Israel has eliminated any 
fundamental difference between Egypt and the Arabs insofar as the objective 
of negotiation is concerned. The disagreement is confined to the framework 
through which negotiation is to take place. Should it be Camp David, the 
Reagan initiative or the international conference? Generally, Egyptian 
diplomacy is flexible and is prepared to accept any framework, provided that 
the main parties approve it, especially the parties with actual control on 
the ground and the United States, which supplies them with weapons and aid. 


[Question] Does this mean that you welcome an international conference with- 
out any reservations? 


[Answer] Our only reservation is focused on the need for the United States 
and Israel to approve the holding of the conference and on abandonment of 
the rejectionist position which has been obstructing the march of peace so 
far. 











[Question] ‘lhere is another point of disagreement which pertains to your 
sympathizing with the "nited States, despite its failure in the area, and 
your giving the Soviets a Limited secondary role, contrary to some Arab 
countries which ure iLyiug Lo give the Soviets a much bigger role. 


[Answer] Here, too, there is no fundamental difference between us and the 
Arab countries because if rapprochement is achieved and an end is put to 
the cold war between the two superpowers and if rapprochement similar to 
the tapprocliement achieved in accordance with the joint declaration issued 
on 1 October 1977 by Cyrus Vance and Gromyko is brought about, then it will 
be easy for us to move from the Camp David method to an international con- 
ference method. But success cannot be achieved by such a conference unless 
a precondition is met, namely that there be agreement between the United 
States and the Soviet Union. 


[Question] Egypt may not need to wash its hands of the peace treaty with 
Israel for the suspension ot its membership in the League to end. However, 
will it be required to accept the previous Arab summit resolutions, espe- 
cially the Fes summit resolutions? 


[Answer] We have no objection to the Fes resolutions. However, we object 
to any resolution that may try to diminish or weaken Egypt's commitments in 
accordance with the peace treaty with Israel. 


[Question] Is Egypt prepared to shoulder the consequences that may emanate 
from its return to the Arab League insofar as Israel is concerned, consider- 
ing that isidael views any capprochement with the PLO at any time as an open 
violation of Camp David? 


[Answer] [f our return to the Arab League will lead to changing the League's 
method and developing the League so that it may be able to face future chal- 
lenges, then we welcome this return. But if our return to the League means 
that Egypt should change its policy, then this is error itself. Therefore, 
our return to the League dees not mean changing our policy and does not mean 
dropping Camp David. On the contrary, our return will be a means to find 

a new formula founded on negotiation for reviving the peace process. 


[Question] What will titppen if Israel views Egypt's rapprochement with the 
Arabs as a violation of the peace treaty concluded with it and a violation 
of Camp Pavid’ 


[Answer] [srael will not see this because according to the peace agreements 
and to the Camp David a cords, the Egyptian treaty is the first step for con- 
cluding similar treaties between the Arab countries and Israel--treaties like 
the truce agreements couciuded iu Lhe past between Arab countries and Israel 
in the wake of conciusion of the Egyptian-Israeli truce agreements. There- 
fore, Egypt's rapprochement with the Arabs seeks fundamentally to establish 

a peaceful method. 


[Question] Let us return to the starting point to ask: What is your visual- 
ization of the expected amendment of the Arab League's structure and future 


role? 











[Answer] This issue is perhaps the most important issue at present because 
the Arab League must keep up with the new circumstances being experienced by 
the Arab nation so that it may be an effective instrument of common Arab ac- 
tion in the modern world. Accordingly, my visualization of the proposed 
amendment is that it should not be an amendment in the technical sense of the 
term. It is essential that the amendment surpass this concept to reach the 
limit of comprehensive change, i.e. what is required is a new robe for the 
Arab cooperation formula and not just an alteration in this robe. This can 
be achieved only through the outcome of the past experiences so that the 
change may be tantamount to a sincere endeavor to deal with the shortcomings 
and failures demonstrated by the practical application of the provisions of 
the existing charter. The expected change must seek inspiration from the 
reasons for unity among the Arab peoples, should work to reinforce them and 
should pay attention to the elements of division and weakness, working cease- 
lessly to pursue and uproot their causes. 


[Question] Does the amendment you seek focus on objectives or means? 


[Answer] In my view, the new plan must introduce fundamental change, altera- 
tion and innovation in the existing structure, whether in terms of principles, 
objectives, means, agencies or in terms of other aspects, so that the charter 
may be a new charter or a new league and so that the case may not be just one 
of modifying an existing situation. 


This brings to mind two successive eras in the sphere of international or- 
ganizations, namely the League of Nations and the United Nations. 


There is no doubt that the events and developments experienced by the Arab 
world are no less comprehensive or deep than the changes experienced by the 
world after World War II--changes that dictated the emergence of a new inter- 
national organization, namely the United Nations. The currently existing 
Arab League was created to liquidate foreign colonization of the Arab land 
and to exert efforts to unite the Arab ranks to confront the Zionist movement 
and the Israeli danger and to lead the confrontation against this dangerous 
alien presence, embodied in the State of Israel, on Arab land. 


The new Arab league needed is a league that must take into consideration 
peaceful coexistence with Israel and leading the confrontation against the 
new challenge at a different level. This means that it is necessary for the 
new change in the structure and concept of joint Arab action to be coupled 
with the crystallization of an intellectual current that accepts marching 
with a new peace process and with the presence of a collective will on the 
part of the Arab states to negotiate with Israel, to agree to coexist with 

it and to transform the armed confrontation between the Arabs and Israel into 
relations and dealings founded on mutual acceptance and joint cooperation as 
a substitute to the conflict, tension and confrontation. 


[Question] Does this mean replacing the League's old formula by a new 
formula? 


[Answer] What is required is to surpass the framework of the present in 
order to reorganize the current formula within whose framework Arab 
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cooneration takes place, meaning that the sound legal modification of the 
expected plan should provide for drafting a new constitution for the League 
Lu repiace Che existing cunstilucion completely. 


There is no doubt that as an ultimate goal, political unity among the Arabs 
continues to be a yreat hope. but the most important thing we must recognize 
today is thot the unity of resolution is the most important. 


lt the path toward achieving the goal is long, then we must move on it and 
must not Jet any chance yo unexploited. We must benefit from the experiences 
of other nations wiih indicate that the unity achieved by major nations is 
tantamount to the historicsil movement of the peoples of these nations to leap 
from backwardness to political, social and cultural progress, relying on cul- 
tura] values and achieving their objectives through national struggle. Il 
should not torget to stress the need for the new league to consider man the 
goal of al] political. economic and social action, to exert efforts to insure 
human rights and the phveical and intellectual safety of the citizen in the 
Arab homeland and to enahle him to exercise his basic liberties in order to 
achieve an Arah society founded on democracy, equality and social justice. 


[Question] In light of the previous explanation, do you believe that it is 
better Jor bgypt uot to resume its activity in League agencies until the 
peace process succeeds in the area or is an early Egyptian return likely to 
help crystallize this tendency within joint Arab action? 


{Answer} Naturaily, we can find for each of the two viewpoints cited in the 
question arguments and justitications that support it, if the discussion 
were to proceed along controversial theoretical lines. However, the fact 
that nobody should disreyard is that there has been a change in the current 
Arab reality. Consequently, the new material situation must reflect itself 
in the method and svstem of thinking. It is no secret that a quick review 


Of Egypt's role in liberating the Arab nation and in boosting joint Arab 

action throughout the past 4 decades and of Egypt's role in liberating the 
Arab ecanomy and protecting the Arah fdentity at the national and interna- 
tiowal luvein, a. Lhe Acublb Io-aeli co.frontation and, finally, in building 


peace--il ts no sevice Lhdt such ua review is capable of putting us in the 
position of viewing soundly what has been actually accomplished and what we 
aspire to accompjish in the future, all within the framework of the histor- 
ical facts and ot what a realistic view of international politics dictate. 


Moreover, it 1s also a proven tact that the disagreements that erupted in 
some phases between Fgypt and a number of the Arab regimes did not affect 
Egypt's role or its pon-Arab commitments and that such agreements have been 
and will continue to be temporary and marginal disagreements that are set- 
iled within the Arab frinework through the prevalence of the spirit of Arab 
Lraternity. kLyypt has Leen ready and will always be ready to shoulder the 
tesponsiviaitcies of tue litobbing heart aud the daring vanguard. 
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EGYPT 


MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD'S POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT ELABORATED 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic No 674, 5 Jun 84 pp 24-25, 49 


[Article by Muhammad Farid 'Abd-al-Khaliq, Muslim Brotherhood Constituent 
Assembly member: "Muslim Brotherhood and Election" ] 


[Text] This article is the outcome of a long discussion 
within Muslim Brotherhood ranks on the answers to the 
questions raised in the public forum in connection wit! 
nomination of Brotherhood members on the New Wafd Party 
lists. 


The article is written by Muhammad Farid ‘Abd-al-Khaliq, 
who is a member of the Constituent Assembly and cne of 
the men of the first generation who were raised by the 
martyred Imam Hasan al-Banna. 


Why did we enter these election and why with the Wafd Party? These are 
questions that have imposed themselves for sometiwe and everywhere and 
questions that have been tackled by numerous pens from various starting 
points and with varying degrees of objectivity in seeking the facts. This 
is neither surprising nor deplorable. What is surprising and deplorable 

is that most of what has been written has strayed from the scientific method 
that is founded on correct information and that surpasses [personal] ends 
and whims, especially at a critical time in which Egypt is facing a 

decisive turning point in its political life and is looking for its sincere 
citizens and its intellectual leaders to achieve its old hope of establishing 
the lost democracy and regaining the usurped liberties. 


This is why I am answering here these questions for the benefit of those 
who listen and follow the best of what they hear and those who seek and 
follow the truth and not for the benefit of those who insist on what is 
false and on following what is false. 


As to why the Brotherhood has entered these elections: 
First, we entered these elections so that the citizens may learn that the 
Islamic street in Egypt is exercising its constitutional right to 


candidacy for People's Assembly membership and in order to present to the 
citizens theprinciples and programs in which this street's representatives 
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believe. If the citizens accept these principles and programs and give 

the candidates their votes and confidence, then the election of these 
candidates would be a covenant before God between those elected and the 
nation with all its citizens to respect these principles and programs that 
are summed up in supporting the issues of freedom, justice, consultation, 

and equality and in respecting the law and the independence of the judiciary, 
which are the mainstays of the Islamic Shari'ah. 


Let the citizens know that the system of government in Islam is not in 
conflict with the true essence of the democratic system, that opposition 

is the other face of consultation in government, which is a dictate of 

Islam, and that the reform advocated by Islam cannot be achieved by 

military coups or by violence, does not approve of radicalism and 

upheaval and does not know the system called by the west the system of the 
theocratic state, which is dominated by clergymen. Islam does not have what 
the westerners call clergymen. Neither does Islam have what they call the 
secular state. Those influenced by western culture in many Islamic states 
have copied this secular state which separates religion from the state, 
confines the sphere of religion to religious rites and isolates religion 

from its life systems and political tendencies, not to mention a series of 
other false allegations which the enemies of Islam continue to reiterate 

in order to conceal the facts of Islam from the followers of Islam and to lead 
them away from their identity, from the source of their strength and the base 
of their unity, either out of malice or out of ignorance. 


Islam requires the nation to advise the ruler, to watch the ruling authority 
and to establish the bases of freedom and the principles of justice, 
consultation and respect for its will in the system by which it is ruled. 
"Religion is advice," as the prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon 
him, said Abu Bakr, theprophet's first successor, told the nation: "I have 
been installed as your ruler and I am not the best among you. Obey me as 
long as I obey God. If I disobey him, then you owe me no obedience." 


Those who nominated themseives for the Islamic current entered the elections 
to achieve these clear concepts and sublime goals and not out of ambition 
for parliamentary seats or personal gains or out of malice harbored for any 
circle or anybody. They have entered them out of religious, not worldly, 
motives and with goodwill and good intentions. 


Second, we entered the elections because the nation in its entirety has 
decided to put an end to the single-party system with all its drawbacks 
from which the nation has suffered throughout 3 decades during which 
mouths were muzzled, hands and feet cuffed, and citizen's dignity insulted, 
the judiciary violated, the strugglers and the innocent executed, with 
thousands of men and pure women crowding the jails and the detention camps 
and with honor and property usurped. 


These are facts, not a settlement of accounts. They are negative points 
which no accomplishments can conceal. Freedom is life and the nation 

is not to he censored for deciding to move seriously to the true democratic 
life that respects its will and the rights and liberties of its members 
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and that does not permit a retreat to the eras ot tyranny and darkness. 

The nation will not :earn a lesson from those who disregard its tribulation, 
those who have not been burnt by adversities and calamities and those who 
insist on defying the nation's feelings, on falsifying its history and on 
defending their henchmen, 


Third, because the nation, both ruler and ruled, has learned, or should 

have learned, from the lessons of the distant and recent past that the ruler's 
strength lies in the strength of an upright opposition that seeks the truth 
and the public interest in the performance of its message, thus becoming 

a constructive and not a destructive force, a courageous and not a timid 
force, a sincere and not a hypocritical force, and a loyal and not a 
treasonous force. 


The only way to achieve this opposition is to have those who engage in it 
armed with godliness and fear of the day of reckoning so that it may be 
governed by the rules, principles and values of Islam and far fiom whims and 
excesses. 


Fourth, let us install in the People's Assembly a biy arble tablet that 
says: "No return to he dictatorship. The tens of theusande of victims 
and the blood that was shed on the gallows and the instruments of torture 
always remind us that we will have no honorable life, nobody will have 
security and no progress will be made without the fear of God, without 
guaranteed freedom, without establishing democracy, without achieving 
justice, without respecting the nation's will and without the independence 
of the judiciary." 


The tablet should be signed: "The Egyptian People." 
As to why the Islamic current candidates entered with the Watd Party: 


It is because this party opened its lists for those not included in a 
political party at present and because this party has gained its legitimacy 
through a judiciary decision. This is why we have cooperated with it in 
support of Egypt's number one national issue at present, namelv the issue 
of freedom and democracy, and political freedom and social freedom are two 
faces of the same coin. 


No two people disagree that the entire nation is called upon to support this 
cause of freedom with all the thought, conduct and struggle it possesses 
because freedom is the basis of every reform desired for this country. 

In its absence--and we have suffered the insufferable in its absence--fear 
possesses people, thought is scattered, corruption and hypocrisy prevail, 
courage is killed and the conscience dies. Without freedom, there are 

no morals. Without freedom, there is no life for religion's principles 

and teachings. Under the domination of suppression, oppression and tyranny, 
the homeland can achieve no progress, 


It behooves us to recall always that the raids of the prophet, may God's 
peace and prayers be upon him, and of his successors were always intended to 
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destroy the tyrants, to defeat oppression and to restore freedom to the 
oppressed and powerless. Islam was not spread with the sword, as the 
orientalists claim. Rather, its seeds flourished in the climate of freedom 
and when the clouds of tyranny dispersed. 


Is the attestation "there is no god but Ged and Muhammad is God's prophet" 
anything but a declaration of freedom and a removal of the yoke from the 
shoulders, and in full devotion to God alone is the epitome of man's 
freedom! 


Our cooperation with the Wafd does not at all mean that we are foes of the 
other parties. Rather, we are always open to cooperation to whomever comes 
out openly with the truth, works for the good and is not hostile to Islam. 
It is a cooperation governed by God's law and not dictated by whims and 
occasions. It is a cooperation confined to benevolence and piety and there 
will be no cooperation with anybody in sin or aggression. 


This is as God, mav He be praised, has instructed us in His venerable book 
which says: "Cooperate in charity and piety and do not cooperate in sin 
and aggression.” 


This is the path of Islam that unites and does not divide and that builds 
and does not destroy. But most people don't know. 


As for what we want to tell the people: 


First, the nation is in the process of putting an end to the legacy of the 
past, embodied in the single-party system, and of introducing a fundamental 
change to move the nation to a sound democratic system free of the 
misleading slogans and of the excesses that undermine rights and liberties 
so that this nation may see a movement to renew the blood that has been 
running in the veins of its laws and institutions--a situation imposed only 
by the single-individual system of government. This renewal is the way 

of truly democratic systems that do not squander the nation's right to 
control the government, in which the counter opinion is not humiliated and 
in which the majority does not dominate affairs without abiding by justice 
and by observance of the law. 


Second, the moral crisis from which we all complain, the problems and 
crises from which all suffer and to which nobody seems to know a solution 
or a cure--problems and crises about which we read a lot in the newspapers 
and magazines and hear a lot from the rulers and the officials, such as 

the housing crisis, energy, food security, pollution, illiteracy, the 
production crisis, the fiscal and economic problems, education, transporta- 


tion, services, technological backwardness and a lot else about which the 
talk does not stop and for whose solution the promises never stop, but 
without any decisive results in most cases--insofar as all these problems 
and crises are concerned, there is no way to put a happy end to them 
except through one starting point, namely to have the people win the case 
for freedom and break all the shackles that deny them the right to free 
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expression and deprive them of the feeling of the dignity and power of 
their will. It is not normal for the role of the security agencies under 
the system of single-individual and single-party government not to change 
in the era of freedom, stability and respect for the judiciary. The new 
leap about whose imminent dawn everybody, include both the ruler and the 
ruled, are talking require a change compatible with the change in the 
political climate, else the change will be superficial and will not produce 
its desired results. 


Third, we want to tell the nation that it must reject any system ol 

goernment that usurps its liberties because it thus usurps its very right 

to life, even if such a system feeds the nation from gold plates and clothes 
it in silk and brocade. Freedom is God's greatest blessing to man heciuse 

it is the practical translation of the two attestations ["I attest that 

there is no god but God and that Muhammad is God's prophet"|]. Man's 
servitude to God alone frees man of all other forms of slavery, and this is 
the epitome of freedom and the perfection of humanity. But in che absence 

of freedom, no nation advances, no economy is improved and no independence 
endures because in such a case a nation will have disavowed God's blessings 
and deserves to have God make it feel the robe of hunger and fear. This 
confirms the words of God, may He be praised, which say: "And God gave 

the example of the village which lived safely and securely, with its livelihood 
coming abundantly from everywhere. It disavowed God's blessings and Cod made 
it feel the robe of fear and hunger for what it did.’ The opposite is 

also true because a nation [that does not disavow God's blessings] finds that 
its livelihood is abundant, its strength present and its civilization 

leading. In this respect, the true God says: "Had the people of the villages 
believed and became pious, we would have sent them blessings from Heaven and 
from earth. But they lied and we took away from them what they gained." 


This is a universal law and an everlasting truth which governs mankind's 
life through the ages of history and "you will not find an alternative or a 
substitute to God's law" and God is always true. 


Fourth, we want to tell the nation that we have tried in the 20th century 
various system of government, beginning with secular systems divorced 

from religion, feuding partisan systems and tyrannical dictatorial systems 
and ending with false democratic systems. All that is left to us is to 

try the true democracy with all its components which are known to che free 
world--a democracy which emerges in its strongest, purest and most advanced 
form in the Islamic Shari'ah and which excels over the western concept of 
democracy by not discriminating in its application between a Muslim and a 
follower of the book, between friend and foe, between ruler and common 
people or between one race and another and by having stable principles and 
firm conditions. It is a dictate of the faith to protect this [Tslamic} 
democracy from tampering. It [western democracy] is a secular system 
whereas the Shari'ah is a divine system. The western democracy deals with 
life in this world and does not take the hereafter into its account, contrary 
to the democratic system achieved wihin the framework of the Shari‘ah and in 
accordance with its dictates and controis. ilis is lite Jessun we iiust 
learn from our old and our modern history. 





Fifth, the nation especially the new generations, needs to regain its 
memory, needs to regain its knowledge of itself and needs to verify its 
identity after having passed through a difficult era during which it was 
brainwashed and in which its rulers concealed its history from it, misleading 
the young generations to believe that Egypt had no history before 'Abd-al- 
Nasir's inception of the 23 July 1952 revolution. It is only fair to say 
that the nation attached great hopes to this revolution and that the Muslim 
Brotherhood had the well-known major role in enabling this revolution to 
succeed. But it is also fair to say that the single-individual system of 
government upon which the military authority embarked in the name of the 
revolution tilted the scales and created centers of power. Political 
hypocrisy produced a broad class of opportunits and intelligence and security 
agencies that did not have the fear of God in using their power. All of 
Egypt was subjected to various forms of political oppression and of 
suppression of the liberties--suppression from which the Muslim Brotherhood 
suffered the lion's share when they rigged against it in charge of plotting 
to assassinate ‘Abd-al-Nasir in the famous al-Manshiyah incident. For this 
charge, the Brothers went through rigged trials which ended with the 
execution of seven of Egypt's best citizens, with the arrest of thousands, 
with the imprisonment of hundreds, with the torturing of men and women and 
with the violation of honor, property and blood. This is similar to what 
the Koran says about what happened to the people of al-Ukhdud. Recently, 
the conscience of some of those who led the revolution, headed by Maj 

Gen Muhammad Najib, stirred and they confessed that the al-Manshiyah incident 
was no more than a plot hatched by 'Abd-al-Nasir and his aides in the dark. 
It was the ugliest theatrical arranged and perpetrated by a ruler against 
the Egyptian people in their long history. It is not the desire to deframe 
anybody nor the motive of malice that has dragged us to speak about these 
regrettable facts. Such is not the character of the Muslim Brothers, who 
consider whatever calamities and sacrifices they encounter intheir efforts 
for what is right, for establishing the Shari'ah rule and for the good of 
the entire nation a credit they gain with God. 


Regardless of how hard some people disagree on the positive and negative 
points ol the revolution--what ex-President Anwar Al-Sadat said in his 
book "The Search for the Self" about these negative and positive points is 
perhaps enough--it is certain that the final judge is the damage done to 
the Egyptian citizen's soul when his freedom and his dignity were usurped 
and his will falsified. Nobody denies the emergence of the waves of wrath 
and the phenomenon of indifference and of non-affiliation among the 
majority of the people in the period following the June 1967 defeat--a 
defeat which they tried to depict as a victory. The nation is still 
suffering from these lethal maladies and from the various problems which 


are the bitter harvest of a black era in Egypt's history. 

Havine made the people forget themselves after forgetting God and having 
slaughter d freedom, buried democracy and squandered the people's dignity, 
the devil made them believe that they would continue to oppress the people 


17 














forever with political suppression, regardless of how much humiliation, 
frustration and destruction of the people's present and future this would 
cost. 


But the people do not forget themselves and do not give up their natural 
right to freedom and to an honorable life unless they forget their God, even 
if only for a while. God is true when he says in his venetable book: "And 
do not be like those who forgot God and God made them forget themselves." 
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EGYPT 


MINISTER ANNOUNCES PLAN TO DEVELOP MINING INDUSTRY 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 22 May 84 p 9 


[Article by Ahmad al-'Attar: "Minister of Industry Announces Plan to Develop 
Mining Industry in Egypt"] 


[Text] Minister of Industry and Mineral Resources, Dr Muhammad al-Sayyid 
al-Gharuri announced that the ministry is giving first priority to implementa- 
tion of a phosphate project in al-Wadi al-Jadid with a potential output of 

3 million tons. The investments for the project would amount to 800 million 
Egyptian pounds, of which 300 million Egyptian pounds will be for the mines 
and concentration units. This is in addition to the tE 500 million for infra- 
structure projects, the most important of which involves connecting al-Wadi 
al-Jadid with the Red Sea coast through the Nile Valley by means of a rail 
line 600 kilometers long. 


The minister added, in his speech delivered yesterday at the conference, for 
the assessment of mineral, petroleum, and subterranean water resources, that 
the project is being carried out in accordance with comprehensive studies of 
all its aspects. A study is currently underway for the establishment of a 
chemical plant for the production of phosphoric acid and phosphate fertilizers 
which would utilize 1 million tons of this project's output. 


There are also a number of other projects for the development of mineral 
resources in Egypt, one of which is a project to utilize coal from al-Maghavah 
mines in North Sinai which aims at a yearly production of 600,000 tons with 

an investment of tE 100 million. There is also another project which costs 
approximately 4E 20 million, to produce gypsum in South Sinai with a capacity 
of 300,000 tons annually. All of thiscomes within the framework of an 
ambitious plan to develop the mining industry aimed at adding new resources 

to the national economy. 


Dr Muhammad al-Sayyid al-Gharuri explained that drafting the mineral resources 
policy in Egypt requires basic scientific knowledge of our natural resources 
and training of new cadres of technicians to deal with the problems confronting 
us in the mining and concentration of these ores. Such are the goals of the 
program being carried out in cooperation with the U.S. Agency for International 
Development and financed by a grant of $27 [figure blurred, could be 37] mil- 
lion in addition to 4E 39 million. 
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The minister of industry added that he will revise and update the current 
mining law in order to help encourage national and foreign investors to 
participate--through investments and modern technology--in developing the 
mining industry in Egypt and in expanding its mineral resources. 


Available data point to the significant existence of various mineral ores, 

a matter which might be of interest to investors wishing to participate in 
exploration and exploitation projects. All investors, both national! and 
foreign, are welcome and will be given every opportunity to review this infor- 
mation in order to help them assess the potentials and advantages of partici- 
pation. At present, negotiations are taking place between the Ministry of 
Industry and Mineral Resources and some investors concerning aspects of the 
utilization of gold and sulphur deposits. A sample contract for partnership 
in exploration nets. oo ae operations has already been drawn up to be 
used as a general framework for negotiations. The ministry, however, is 
willing to study investors' views in order to arrive at a fair arrangement 
applicable to every case since many factors influence different ores and areas 
and even the same ore. An acceptable arrangement will protect the country's 
rights with respect to its mineral wealth and guarantee an adequate return 
for national and foreign capital. 


Dr Ibrahim Badran, president of the Academy of Science and Technology, 


attended the meeting as did Eng Ibrahim Kamil, president of the Public Sector 
Mining Authority. 
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EGYPT 


CAPITALIZATION SET FOR MAJOR LNVESTMENT COMPANY 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 22 May 84 p 9 


[Text] The minister of international investment and cooperation, Dr Wajih 
Shindi, signed a contract to establish the largest financial investment firm 
in Egypt, with a capitai of i00 million Egyptian pounds and with issued 
capital of J]7 million Egyptian pounds. The company deals in marketing of 
securities and issues and promotes the stocks of new and existing firms. It 
also offers technical advice to public and private financial institutions and 
to individuals on means of financing. In addition, it engages in all secu- 
rities' operations and all services connected with it as well as commercial 
transactions and brokerage in the stock market. Some of the largest commer- 
cial banks and financial institutions will participate in the financing of 
the company. 


Dr Wajih Shindi stated that the company's significance is due to the fact 
that it is the first kgyptian company established in accordance with the 
investment law with the aim of encouraging activity on the Egyptian stock 
market. The minister added that the number of companies registered with 
the market increased by 4UU percent recently, just as the number of trans- 
actions on the stock market increased by 1,000 percent. 


He also added that the National Financial Authority will be affiliated with 
the company as a joint shareholder since it is dedicated to the creation of 
such companies in order to expand the financial market in Egypt, which the 
Egyptian economy needs. 
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EGYPT 


INVESTMENT AUTHORITY AGREES TO ESTABLISH COMPANY FOR EXPATRIATES 
Cairo AL AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 801, 21 May 84 p 5 


[Text] The Administrative Board of the Investment Authority has agreed to 
establish a company under the name of the Egyptian Expatriates Company for 
Investment and Development in order to invest capital and to encourage 
Egyptians residing abroad to participate in the financing of projects the 
company undertakes in Egypt. The first conference of Egyptian expatriates, 
which was held last year, recommended the creation of such companies in order 
to encourage Egyptians residing outside the country to invest their assets 

in their homelanc. This company will be considered as one of the leading 
firms in the field of capital investment and its establishment happens to 
coincide with the second conference of Egyptian expatriates, which will be 
held this August under the chairmanship of President Husni Mubarak with the 
aim of strengthening the links between the Egyptian homeland and its nationals 
abroad. 


Its authcrized capital is estimatec to be about 50 million Egyptian pounds 

and its issued capital, approximately 15 million Egyptian pounds. A number 

of commercial banks, such as the National Bank, the Bank of Egypt, the Bank 

of Cairo, and the bank of Alexandria, in addition to the individual Egyptian 
founders will contribute to the company's capital. The number of individuals 
who registered with the firm amounts to approximately 1,000 and the value of 
their contributions is about 10 million Egyptian pounds. The company is still 
receiving the remainder of its contributions and it is expected that they will 
increase with the return of teachers and workers from abroad during this month 
and the next. 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


UMMAH PARTY OFFICE LEASE--Ahmad al-Sabahi, head of the Ummah Party received 

a notice from the lawyer representing the owner of the building where the 
party is headquartered, to the effect that the lease on the apartment will 
expire 30 June and that the party would be obliged to surrender the residence, 
a furnished apartment, to its owner. This means that the party and its news- 
paper will be, in al-Sabahi's words, "thrown out into the street."' On the 
other hand, the party has withdrawn all of its cash deposits in the banks in 
order to finance the publication of the second issue of the newspaper AL-UMMAH, 
which is suffering from great difficulties in obtaining advertising. [Text] 
[Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic No 2919, 21 May 84 p 13] 12609 
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MOkOCCGO 


DELAY IN ELECTIONS EXPLAINED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 805, 30 May 84 pp 38-39 


[Article by Mahmud Ma'ruf: "Moroccan Elections: Are These the Reasons for 
Delay?!"'] 


[Text] The elections remain Moroccan political parties’ main concern. They 
demanded that the elections be speeded up, and now that date has been 
scheduled, what about the elections themselves? 


September 14 has been officially announced as the date of elections to the 
Moroccan Chamber of Deputies, after a delay of several months, to elect 204 of 
the total number of 306 members. Town and village councils elected last June 
will select the remaining members in accordance with section 43 of the Moroccan 
constitution. It was decided, in accordance with the constitution, to hold 
such elections before last October since the legal term of the Chamber of 
Deputies elected in 1977 expired on the second Thursday in October 198° 
However, political developments in the struggle for the Sahara during ‘hat 
period forced the Moroccan king to announce postponement of the ¢lecrlou aties 
the Organization of African Unity had overcome an impasse and paralysis of 16 
months following its acceptance of the so-called Sahara Republic as a member in 
February 1982. Morocco and its friends rejected this step, considering it 
illegal and announcing a boycott of any meeting or summit in which this 
republic participated. The African countries were able to surmount this OAU 
crisis, first by changing the venue of the summit from Tripoli, Libya, to Addis 
Ababa, and secondly by agreeing to the Sahara Republic's withdrawal from the 
summit. Attempts to hold the summit had failed twice in the summer of 1982. 


Thus, the 19th African summit was held in June in the Ethiopian capital, A 
resolution was adopted to hold a plebiscite among the inhabitants of the Sehaca 
in light of the resolutions of the previous summit, held in Nairobi, Kenya. in 
June 1981. These resolutions called for a plebiscite to give the peupls or the 
Sahara the right of self-determination by annexation to Morocco or by 
establishing an independent state. The 19th summit set 31 December !983 as the 
date for holding the plebiscite. In view of this resolution, Motozco had to 
either suspend one of its constitutional institutions, the parliament, 

damage its credibility on the African continent, since holding eiéctions 
shortly before the plebiscite with residents of the Sahara participating would 
practically and legally mean that Morocco was refusing to adhere to the 
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resolutions of the African swnmits. This would be the case since participation 
by residents of the Sahara in the legislative elections and electing their own 
representatives would mean that Morocco had decided that these inhabitants were 
Moroccans, which would be legally incompatible with the plebiscite. At the 
same time, holding these elections without participation by the inhabitants of 
the Sahara would cause a domestic crisis since they emphasize on every occasion 
that they are Moroccan. For these reasons, Morocco preferred to suspend one of 
its constitutional institutions until after the plebiscite so that it could 
bring a quick end to the conflict, which erupted in 1975. It was announced in 
the middle of October that in accordance with section 19 of the cunstitution, 
the Moroccan king had assumed the authorities of the parliament, whose term had 
expired, until a new parliament could be elected. This was done in 
consultation and agreement with the Moroccan political parties. At the end of 
November 1983, a new Moroccan government was formed which included leaders of 
six parties which took part in the town council election campaign of June 1983 
over radio and television, after each nominating candidates for more than 

10 percent of the contested seats. This government had two tasks defined for 
it: following up on the Sahara issue by monitoring the plebiscite, and 
supervising the legislative elections which the king had set for the end of 
January or the beginning of February 1984. However, the elections did not take 
place at this time for more than one reason of domestic and foreign policy. It 
was also hoped that the elections would be held on 30 March, but this did not 
happen either. 


Thus, the fate of the Moroccan parliament seemed to be unknown, causing 
resentment among many political parties, which on more than one occasion voiced 
their concern that no deadline had been set for the elections. The most 
prominent of these parties was the Socialist Union of Popular Forces, the 
powerful opposition party which participated, for the first time since 1960, in 
the government of national unity formed in November 1983 with a minister of 
state and a minister of charge of cooperation in the government. The party is 
anxious to emphasize that it participated in the government for two 

reasons: the Sahara issue and the elections, which to it also meant limiting 
the time-frame of the government. However, it found itself participating in a 
government that was permanent, not provisional, and one that was called 
permanent. Beyond that, the government was carrying out all governmental 
functions and had to follow up on all issues in its purview. It was thus that 
the government had to prepare the 1984 budget after the Socialist Union 
demanded that the budget be done on a monthly basis. The party also found that 
the economic crisis required urgent solutions, after it had believed that all 
that was required of the provisional government was to stop the cycle of 
economic deterioration, and the party began to actually feel embarrassed before 
its headquarters and supporters about its place in the government and its 
positions. The party continually stated its reservations about a number of 
government measures in the fields of economics and education. At the same time 
that the party was saying that it rejected any increase in prices, the prices 
of oil derivatives rose three times under this government, even though world 
oil prices decreased significantly, and the prices of several foodstuffs also 


rose. 








With all of this, the party continued to express its deep concern over the 
situation in Morocco, and at the meetings of its national administrative 
committee in the middle of April, the discussions centered on how the party 
could extricate itself from its awkward situation. A hard-line statement was 
issued following the meetings, which called to mind the party's statements 
during the first half of 1981, when its relationship with the authorities was 
marked by tension. 


King Hassan II has had an intensive schedule of meetings with the ministers of 
state and deputy prime ministers who are leaders of the six parties 
participating in the government. The focus of these meetings was the 
parliamentary elections, and according to those close to these ministers, the 
king told them that he was willing to hold the elections as soon as possible. 
He also told them that during Guinean President Ahmed Sekou Toure's last visit 
to Morocco at the end of March, before he went to Algeria, Sekou Toure had 
asked the king to postpone the parliamentary elections until after the 20th 
African summit, which was to be held in Conakry in June or July, as Morocco's 
contribution to dispelling the atmosphere of tension at the upcoming summit and 
in the region. Morocco had no choice but to accept a postponement in deference 
to its great friend. As for the present, President Sekou Toure has been taken 
unto God, and after the changes in Guinea, the status of the coming African 
summit is up in the air. Morocco must consider the steps it takes very 
carefully. The most important of these steps is the elections, since they are 
linked to the Sahara question. After lengthy consultations and with the 
insistence of the leaders of some of the parties that a date be set for the 
elections, it was agreed that the date would be 14 September 1984, 


Observers view the announcement of this date as an attempt to mislead the 
parties, since the Moroccan election law states that elections must be 
announced 45 days prior to the elections. There are also rumors that a partial 
cabinet change will occur during the month of Ramadhan, and informed Moroccan 
circles confirm that this change will include several ministerial posts, the 
highest being the foreign ministry. These circles say that a new ministerial 
portfolio will be added to those of the Socialist Union of Popular Forces, 
while the Istiqlal Party will lose two or more posts. 


However, the elections of 14 September are still the subject of discussion 
among Moroccan circles since the OAU announced that the next summit may be held 
in November. Some say that the 1983 elections were postponed because of the 
Sahara issue, and since Morocco has gone such a long time without a parliament, 
if the Africans really want to find a permanent solution to the Sahara conflict 
and set a definite, final date for the plebiscite at the 20th summit, which may 
be held in Addis Ababa or Dar es Salaam, then Morocco can wait another 

3 months. 
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MOROCCO 


TRANSPORT MINISTER INTERVIEWED ON PLANS, PROGRESS 


Casablance LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 1 Jun 84 pp 3, 6-8 


[Interview with Minister of Transportation Mansouri Ben Ali; date 
and place not specified] 


[Text] Minister of Transportation Mansouri Ben Ali is fully aware of the 
essential role of his ministry in the national life. In nations, as for 
individuals, good circulation is a decisive factor in good health. His review 
of the various sectors under his responsibility is a positive one, despite 
current external difficulties that have had a limited effect--on air traffic. 
However, air transport is moving boldly ahead. Royal Air Maroc has acquired 
new Boeings, and air freight has been given a boost and new facilities. 
Contacts are underway with TWA to resume its Moroccan service, while the 
minister himself was preparing to leave for Brazil and Argentina to resume 
ties with South America. 


Also, the TNR [National Road Transportation] is an even more remarkable 
achievement in that the infrastructure work was done entirely by national 
technicians. 


Mansour Ben Ali emphasized: “All this was the result of the directives of his 
majesty the king, who is farsighted in regard to transportation, as well as 
all other fields; he intends to develop beginning now the Morocco of the year 
2000, without losing sight of improvement of the living conditions of all the 
citizens’... 


There follows the text of the interview granted to us by the minister. 
Question: Mr Minister, would you review for 1983 the activities and 
achievements of your ministry's various services, and tell us about your 
plans? 

Answer: The Ministry of Transportation's activity in 1983 involved continuing 
implementation of the projects planned for the third year of the 5~year plan 
1981-1985, and this in accordance with the guidelines set for that year, 
providing for the following actions: 

--Continuation and completion of projects underway; 


--Maintenance and strengthening of the existing infrastructure; 


--Modernization and improvement of old equipment. 
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This year was also marked by an administrative reorgan‘zation effort following 
issuance of the law establishing the responsibilities c the Ministry of 
Transportation. 


The balance-sheet of achievements and activity by sector can be summarized as 
follows: 


In regard to road transport, the activity of the Ground Transportation 
Department (DIT) has involved an extensive campaign of checking and inspections 
to define the difficulties hindering normal operation of the registration 
centers, passenger inspections, and road check posts. 


These checks and inspections were also aimed at tightening up the driver 
training establishments (auto-schools) and repair centers to make them 
conform to the existing regulations and the new terms of operation applied to 
them. 


In regard to public freight transport, during 1983 the National Transportation 
Office (ONT) achieved satisfactory results, with an increase, compared to the 
previous year, of 7 percent in tonnage transported, 7.5 percent in 
ton/kilometers, and 9.7 percent in turnover. 


Public vehicles in use reached a capacity of 28,307 tons, an increase of 8 
percent. 


The Moroccan Transport Company--national lines--this year carried more than 4 
million passengers and 484,000 tons of freight, with a turnover of 72 million 
dirhams. 


In regard to road safety, the National Committee for Prevention of Road 
Accidents continued its efforts to reduce the number and seriousness of road 
accidents. 


To this end, the committee organized during 1983 seven public information and 
awareness campaigns. 


This road eduction, aimed particularly at children, was promoted py 
participation in the 30th Casablanca Fair and in numerous activities in 
vacation areas. 


The National Railroad Office (ONCF), despite the difficult economic situation, 
achieved a significant increase in traffic. 


The overall total, in terms of traffic (passenger-kilometers + ton-kilometers) 
increased by 7 percent compared to the preceding period, from 5.226 billion 
units in 1982 to 5.591 billion in 1983. 


Freight traffic, including phosphates, increased by 9.5 percent in 
ton-kilometers. 


In respect to the equipment program, the 5-year plan includes the following 
main projects: 








--Doubling the Casablanca-Rabat railway line, which has been completed and 
enables express service from Rabat to Casablanca and vice versa;. 


--The Matmata detour, for which the infrastructure is 92-percent complete; 
--Restoration of structures on the line from Sidi El Aidi to Marrakech; 
--Various construction and signal work; 


--Construction of the Nouasser Jorf Lasfar line, on which general 
infrastructure work is 98-percent complete. 


In air transport, the Air Administration has continued implementing projects 
of the 5-year plan 1981-1985 in accordance with the established guidelines. 


The most significant activities concerning infrastructure were the following: 


--Completion of a guest waiting room and strengthening of parking areas at 
Mohammed V Airport; 


--Construction of taxi areas and a new terminal at Laayoune; 
--Study of the new airport at Nador. 


In respect to air and meteorological equipment, a number of steps were taken 
to meet the needs of aviation, along with other sectors of the national 
economy. 


In regard to traffic, the decline in air transport observed during the 
preceding year continued, under the effect of inflation and higher fuel 
costs. 


In summary, though flights of commercial planes increased by 1.6 percent, the 
number of commercial passengers declined by 3.7 percent and freight by 2.8 
percent. 


The Casablanca Airports Office reports that the number of flights increased by 
6.5 percent, while passengers and freight decreased by 1.3 and 2.4 percent 
respectively. 


The Royal Air Maroc Company was unable to maintain its performance of 1982 and 
experienced a drop of 5.6 percent in passenger traffic. 


However, the company continued its modernization policy with the acquisition 
of two Boeing 737-200, and introduction of permanent technical maintenance, 
whose high technological standard has been certified by the approval 
certificate of the American FAA. 


Studies are underway on reorganization of the road and railway systems, as 
well as modernization of airport use and meteorology. 
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A better knowledge of the freight transport market as the basis for planned 
changes will be provided by a study to be awarded to a consultant as part of 
the World Bank's fourth road plan. 


In regard to infrastructure, priority was assigned to carrying out the projects 
included in the 5-year plan. Thus, despite budget difficulties, the following 
projects will be planned and carried out, financing permitting: 


--Nador airport; 

--Taourirt-Nador railway line; 

--Agadir-Admine airport; 

--Railway infrastructure related to expansion of Moroccan Phosphates Office; 
--Marrakech-Laayoune railway line. 


I believe that the infrastructure program, together with the necessary 
reorganization effort, will enable us to prepare for the future of the 
transport sector. 


Air Freight 


Question: During the past year, Royal Air Maroc (RAM) has very significantly 
improved the conditions for use and expansion of air freight, which is 
assuming more and more importance. Are new measures being prepared in this 
area? 


Answer: Until recently, air freight was transported on what is called a 
"mixed" basis, that is, RAM used passenger planes to the extent possible and 
depending on availability. This was a major hindrance to exporters, 
particularly those involved in perishable foods (fruit, vegetables, plants, 
etc.). 


Today, RAM is in a position to meet the requests of the exporters through the 
use of two convertible Boeing 737's that it acquired and that have been used 
in total cargo mode since 1 November 1983. Every week one of these planes 
makes a Casablanca-Marseilles-Paris flight with 13 tons of freight. 


However, since RAM gives priority to passengers in its operations policy, 
during peak periods (tourist season) these two planes will be used in the 
passenger configuration. 


On the other hand, for maximum profitability of this freight operation RAM 
must obtain freight for the return flight. Thus, the company transports 
between Paris and Casablanca a significant quantity of freight, including 
Spare parts, electronic and computer equipment, and newspapers. 


Since this experience with the Boeing 737 has been satisfactory, it will be 


followed by putting into service a Boeing 747 with freight capability of 15 
tons. 
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In order to develop freight capability, it has obviously been necessary to 
plan an adequate organization. For example, in RAM there is now an official 
responsible for each product transported to assure good handling and storage. 
Also, for the last 18 months there has been an interesting innovation, a 
reservation service, and in 1985 RAM plans to computerize its entire freight 
service. 


With the same objective, a restructuring of freight rates has been carried out 
in order to: 


--Stimulate Moroccan exports, particularly of craft products, which employ 
considerable manpower and earn hard currencies for our country. 


--Offer special, very advantageous rates for export of craft products in large 
tonnage. 


In this connection, the carpet freight market appears important, particularly 
to the FRG and the United States (8,000 tons of carpet). On the other hand, 
the carpet importers also import raw materials from Europe, which could also 
be a very significant market for RAM. 

In sum, the freight promotion effort will continue and the national company 
should be particularly aggressive in this area, especially in searching for 


prospective customers. 


My ministry's policy is to encourage to the maximum exportation by air of 
national products, but without granting a legal or effective monopoly to RAM. 


To the extent that it shows itself to be competitive, RAM can always count on 
Support by the ministry to defend its market, but if it is not competitive, 
the freight will be consigned without hesitation to competing companies. 


Air Traffic 


Question: What improvements can we hope for in respect to passenger traffic? 
Can we anticipate fare changes? 


Answer: In regard to passenger traffic, in 1983 RAM transported 1,239,475 
passengers compared to 1,314,042 in 1982, or a decrease of 5.6 percent. 


This decline was due mainly to an 8-percent decrease with France resulting 
from the situation and several negative factors in 1983, in particular: 


--Restrictions on exit of currency from France, 
--Tax pressure that reduced purchase power of Frenchmen, 
--Restrictions on imports into Morocco that reduced trade, 


--Introduction of a tax of 500 dirhams per passenger departing from Morocco. 
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Despite this traffic decline, the national company's share of jointly operated 
markets remained significantly higher than that of its partners (almost 56 
percent). 


RAM will work to strengthen its position in the traditional markets and to 
develop tourist markets in European countries where Morocco's success is still 
low. It has set for itself the following objectives: 


--Improvement of service offered to customers, in particular by introducing 
direct flights between Morocco and the various destinations served (Europe). 


--Better adaptation of capacity to traffic, especially to France and the 
Middle East. 


The company continues its diversification of its charter markets by 
strengthening them, especially with Germany, Switzerland and Italy. 


In respect to fares, RAM has made considerable efforts and is now applying 
several preferential fares on routes that it serves, specifically: 


--Moroccan worker fares to abroad for the following countries: Spain, France, 
the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Belgium, the FRG, and Switzerland--Libya, 
Saudi Arabia, and Kuwait. The fare reduction is 40 percent for workers and 
their families. 


--Youth fare: between Morocco and Europe, North America and Middle East 
countries--reduction of 25 to 40 percent. 


There are other reductions such as “married couple,” “sailor,” “soldier,” 
“common interest group,” “conference delegate,” and “diplomat.” 


The public promotional fares apply to all, specifically: 


--Excursion fare: offered directly to travelers accepting certain conditions 
(in general, spend 6 days to 1 month in the destination country). 
Reduction of between 25 and 35 percent. 


--Vacation fare: in January 1982, RAM introduced an even lower public 
promotional fare with reduction varying from 45 to 55 percent. The 
passenger must meet certain conditions. (Italy, Switzerland, France, FRG, 
Belgium, Holland, United Kingdom). 


Finally, nonpublic special fares are sold exclusively to agencies handling 
foreign travel. 


These are international group fares for six to 20 passengers to promote 
tourism in our country. 


The reductions are very significant: between 50 and 60 percent. These fares 


must be sold along with local services for stays in Morocco of 6 days to l 
month. 
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Air Connections 


Question: It is indisputable that tourist traffic is related to the existence 
of air connections between the source and destination countries. Yet we have 
seen the British and American companies withdraw from the Moroccan route 
because of inadequate demand. What can be done to persuade these companies to 
resume their service? 


Also, a few years ago there was talk about SAS establishing a Copenhagen- 
Casablanca service. However, that project has had no followup thus far. What 
is the status of that plan? Can we anticipate service to Morocco by companies 
such as JAL? 


Answer: The British Caledonian Airways canceled for financial reasons a 
number of its flights to South America and North Africa, including Casablanca, 
Algiers, and Oran. 


It is a fact that the consequences of the crisis have caused a decline in 
business and tourism between the United Kingdom and South America, which has 
resulted in significant losses for British Caledonian and forced this company 
to reconfigure its routes. Nevertheless, it should be noted that several 
British charter companies do serve Morocco, because the traffic between the 
United Kingdom and Morocco is mainly tourist. 


The American TWA company stopped its flights to Casablanca via Lisbon on 8 
October 1979 for the same financial reasons. However, contacts are currently 
underway to restore service to Morocco by an American company. 


In regard to introduction of a Copenhagen-Casablanca air service by SAS, that 
was never planned. 


In 1980, Moroccan air officials were planning negotiation of an air agreement 
with Japan, but the Japanese were not inclined to negotiate on an air service 
because of the small number of passengers traveling between the two countries. 
However, contacts have been continued on conclusion of an air agreement 
authorizing the Japanese JAL company to extend its route serving Frankfurt and 
Madrid to Casablanca. 


RAM's Mission 


Question: Mr Minister, would you please tell us if there has recently been a 
change in the mission assigned to the RAM company? 


Answer: When his majesty the king received the new director-general manager 
of RAM he gave firm instructions for improvement of the image of the national 


company. 


His majesty stressed, in order to achieve this objective, that RAM's service 
to world countries must be improved, particularly by opening new routes. 


The company in fact represents Morocco abroad, and must thus work to increase 
its prestige abroad. 
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We must not consider only the purely economic aspect of the new lines, which, 
even though operating at a deficit, can result in induced effects that are 
very significant and beneficial to the national economy, thereby compensating 
for an apparent deficit. Moreover, this deficit may be reduced over time 
through an aggressive commercial policy. 


In regard to domestic air transport, the Ministry of Transport has assigned to 
RAM the task of developing the Royal Air Inter system and providing best 
possible service to the existing national airports. 


If need arises, this public service can be supplemented by private companies 
approved by the Ministry of Transport. There are already taxi air companies 
that have received such authorizations. 


Road Transport 


Question: Mr Minister, what problems is road freight transport currently 
facing, and what has been the performance of the National Transportation Office 
(ONT) in 1983. 


Answer: Road transport faces two problems: one of an economic nature, the 
other organizational. 


Transport has not escaped the economic crisis, and for several years now the 
expenses of companies have increased much more rapidly than their earnings. 
Thus, recent studies show that since 1977 cost prices have multiplied by 2.5. 


From being a very remunerative activity, road freight transport has become an 
uncertain activity that can only remain profitable for very organized 
companies with large-capacity trucks. 


These difficulties have produced the following effects: 


--Aging of the transport equipment, which averaged 7.6 years in 1984 
compared to 5.85 in 1977-1978, 


--Increase in number of authorized, unused equipment (about 20 percent of the 
truck pool in 1984). 


--Development of clandestine traffic both by unauthorized traffic (5T5) and by 
authorized vehicles transporting freight independent of the ONT. 


In order for the transport system to function optimally, rates should be 
established that reflect reai costs as closely as possible, neither too high, 
to avoid penalizing any economic activity, nor too low, to enable a strategic 
sector to update its equipment and to work under acceptable social conditions 
and security. 


As for the ONT's balance sheet, the organization's operations in 1983 showed 
the following results: 
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--Tonnage transported 10,900,000 tons 





--Kilometer tons 1,205,000,000 tons 

--Turnover 451,000,000 dirhams 

Compared to the previous year, the activity in 1983 developed as follows: 

--An increase in tonnage of about 7 percent due to increased volume of some 
categories such as molasses, sugarcane, grain, beets, freight of the Royal 


Armed Forces, cement, sugar and quarry materials. 


The same was true for kilometer tons and earnings, which increased 
respectively by 7.5 and 9.75 percent. 


The TNR 


Question: The express raiiroad service between Casablanca and Rabat was 
opened recently. Mr Minister, could you give us a few details about this 
achievement? 


Answer: Yes, the express service of the Casblanca-Rabat railroad was 
inaugurated on 19 May by Prime Minister Karim Lamrani. 


This service was made possible by the doubling and modernization of the rail 
line between Casablanca and Rabat. 


The decision to add the second track was made in 1974 as part of the 1973-1977 
5-year plan because of the saturation of the existing single track. 


The work involved: 


~-Strengthening of the roadbed of the old line and construction of a new track 
parallel to the old, 


--Partial modification of the route to eliminate curves with radius smaller 
than 1,200 meters. 


Thus, the new track was constructed parallel to the old on 50 kilometers, and 
the route was changed on 30 kilometers. 


--Construction of four viaducts to carry the new track over the Mella, 
N'Fifikh, Cherrat and Yquem wadis, and four metal viaducts over these wadis 
Supporting the existing track. The metal decks of the viaducts have been 
replaced with reinforced concrete. 


--Construction of a superstructure permitting a speed of 160 kilometers per 
hour under optimum conditions of safety and comfort, 


-~-Renovation and expansion of the passenger terminals at Casablanca and Rabat. 
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The project's construction cost will be 555 million dirhams, including 
purchase of eight self-propelled trains for the express service. 


Each train is composed of three cars and accomodates 3/71; 239 in second class 
and 132 in first class. 


The operating plan for this equipment, which will make the Casablanca-Rabat 
run in less than an hour, is for 14 trains a day in each direction, providing 
an approximate potential of: 


--For second class and first class respectively: 6,700 and 900 seats per day; 
180,000 and 23,000 per month; and 2 million and 280,000 per year. 


The one-way ticket price has been set at 15 dirhams second class and 25 first 
class, or a slight increase over the ordinary train fares. 


The ONCF expects earnings of 13 million dirhams in 1984 and 25 million in 1985 
from operation of this new service. 


From the social aspect, the project has created, throughout the construction 
period, 50 staff and foreman jobs and some one thousand worker jobs. 


Also, operation of the new express service will require 80 staff and foreman 
jobs and 300 for other specialists. 


Thus, the achievement of this express service, in addition to solving the 
problem of transporting passengers between the two major cities, will benefit 
the national economy as a whole. 


It is all a tribute to the ONCF, which, with national staff, has succeeded in 
mastering an advanced technology in the studies and in constructing a modern 
railway. 

Laayoune Line 


Question: One last question, please, Mr Minister. 


What is the status of construction of the first stage of the Marrakech- 
Laayoune Unity Railway, that is, the link between Marrakech and Agadir? 


Also, what is the status of the plan for the rail link between Taourirt and 
Nador? 


Answer: The technical study of the Marrakech-Laayoune line is developing 
implementation plans and bid specifications according to the nature and 
complexity of the construction to be carried out. 


The line has been divided into three projects: 
-~-Marrakech-Agadir, 


--Agadir-Goulimine, 
--Goulimine-Laayoune. 











In regard to the Marrakech~Agadir portion, the studies on construction, 
earthwork, and small structures have been prepared for all the plain 
segments. 





Studies on the medium and large construction tasks over the same segments have 
also been prepared and are awaiting delivery. 


The construction is in a preparatory stage, because it remains to be seen 
whether it will be a long-term project stretching over several years and 
pose difficult financing problems. 


In regard to the construction plan for the Taourirt-Nador line, it was 


included in the 1981-1985 5-year plan, but its implementation was made subject 
to obtaining foreign financing, which is actively being sought. 


9920 
CSO: 4519/184 


37 











MOROCCO 


EXPANSION OF SECURITY BERM TO COUNTER POLISARIO ASSESSED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 804, 23 May 84 pp 38-39 


[Article by Mahmud Ma'ruf: "Western Sahara: After the Third Line. . .What Is 
the Fourth Step"] 


[Text] What is the story behind the third defense line built recently by the 
Moroccan army, and is it effective? How is it viewed militarily? This is what 
the following report tells us: 


On 2 March 1981, the Moroccan news media announced that Gen Ahmed Dlimi, 
military commander for the south, had sent King Hassan II a telegram informing 
him that the Moroccan armed forces had completed the security berm in the 
Sahara. At the time, the media praised the berm and its role, but the average 
citizen heard from time to time about military operations by Polisario forces 
against Moroccan troops in the Sahara. The battles were fought in places 
unfamiliar to the citizens and made them confused about the effectiveness of 
this berm they were hearing so much about. The area surrounded by the berm was 
relatively calm, the only military operations being distant artillery fire. 

The Moroccan security berm, or defense line, is not an invention of 
international military experimentation, nor a Maginot Line (which was erected 
by the Allies to confront Nazi Germany's forces in World War II) or a Bar Lev 
Line (erected by the Zionist entity to confront Egyptian forces along the Suez 
Canal after the June War of 1967)--the most important precedents in modern 
military history of defense lines built to defend armies and prevent the other 
side from breaching defenses by surprise attacks on their positions. The 
Moroccan defense line in the Sahara differs from the Maginot line in the middle 
of Europe and the Bar Lev line along the Suez Canal because of the geopolitical 
differences and the length of the border. The elevated areas of the Sahara do 
not constitute high mountains from which the border they overlook can be 
controlled, and the sand makes it difficult to build earthworks. In this 
respect, it is like the Sinai, but the distance of more than 4,000 km along the 
border with Algeria and Mauritania at first glance makes it seem impossible to 
build such a berm. However, intensified attacks by the Polisario during the 
first few years of the conflict forced the Moroccan military to search for and 
use any means to control the vast areas of the Sahara. They therefore decided 
to divide the Sahara into areas which they would try in stages to bring into a 
berm built of earthworks, cement, barbed wire or a modern warning system. The 
inhabited area was the first priority for the Moroccan military in order to 
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prevent any contact between the Polisario, the citizens and the Sahara and to 
protect the citizens from the attacks launched previously by the Polisario. At 
the same time, it was decided to bring the strategic phosphate mines in the 
northern Sahara, which are considered among the richest in the world, within 
this berm. They began by gathering the residents and tribes into inhabited 
areas, particularly the cities of El Aaiun and Semara. Thus the berm became 
defined geographically and became known as the “useful triangle." The beri 
protecting the triangle was completed in March of 1981, bringing together 
behind it almost 70,000 civilians and 70,000 Moroccan soldiers. This 
experiment proved that it could stand up against the large-scale attacks waged 
by the Polisario in which more than 3,000 attackers were transported by light 
and heavy military vehicles and used the most modern weapons. A war such as 
that in the Sahara is not suited for a war of nerves, which seeks to confuse 
and split the other side or to arouse the inhabitants' sympathy for the 
attackers, which is what the Polisario lacked during its war against the 
Moroccan army. The area outside the security berm is populated only in the 
city of Dekhla, which enjoys a favorable location, situated on a tongue of land 
jutting into the sea which Moroccan troops can control. In strategic military 
areas, the Moroccan army has set up observation and control posts such as 
Guelta Zemmur and Bir Enzaran. However, a larger-scale attack on 

13 October 1981 by the Polisario on Guelta Zemmur forced the Moroccan army, 
after consulting military experts from the United States, to withdraw all its 
positions and troops within the berm. This led the Polisario to consider these 
vast stretches of sand liberated territory, since they believed that the 
Moroccan army would be content with the completed portion of the berm and would 
not send its forces outside the berm. Observers believed that a dividing line 
had been agreed upon, whereby Morocco would control the northern Sahara and the 
Polisario the southern. In May 1982, Morocco announced a minor extension of 
the security berm in order to control the Sahara region and put a distance 
between it and artillery fire froin the Polisario beyond the berm. This 
extension did not eliminate the situation in the Sahara; fighting continued 
outside the berm during 1982, 1983 and 1984. However, the most significant 
development in the Sahara was the large-scale attacks by Moroccan forces last 
December and January. This was the first time since the outbreak of the Sahara 
conflict that Moroccan forces had launched a large scale attack against the 
Polisario in the Sahara. According to Moroccan military sources, these attacks 
were intended to purge the Arab [as published; presumably "western" is 
intended] area of the berm where Polisario forces had gathered and to prevent a 
planned attack by these forces on Moroccan troops. However, developments later 
revealed that the December and January campaign was preparatory to completing 
the security berm along the Algerian border, even though it was dozens of 
kilometers away. It was, however, parallel to the border connecting eastern 
and western Sahara with Algeria. The berm then protected the area of Zag near 
the Ouarkziz Mountains in the northeastern Sahara, the closest populated area 
to Tindouf, site of the main concentration of Polisario Front forces. The 
Moroccan army readied more than 30,000 soldiers to complete the berm after 
Polisario troops made several attacks on Moroccan forces at that time. 
According to Moroccan sources the new extension of the berm has enabled 
Moroccan forces to observe positions outside the belt, such as Haouza and 
Techara, which will prevent any Polisario concentrations or presence between 
the security berm and the Algerian border. At the beginning of this month, the 
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Moroccan people rewarded the acting commander of the Janbou area, Col Bnani, by 
promoting him to commander of the south. Even though the berm has been proven 
from a military aspect to repel large-scale attacks, this does not mean the end 
of military tension in the region since the Polisario still controls some areas 
in the Sahara, particularly in the south, assisted by its heavy concentration 
in Mauritania, which borders the Sahara on the south and southeast. 


We have discussed the military aspect; from the political aspect, the berm has 
several goals since Morocco wants to use it to prove its view that there is no 
such thing in the Sahara as the Polisario. Halting Polisario attacks on areas 
within the security berm and a lack of military operations, even individual 
operations, in the populated areas would show the Polisario's isolation from 
the inhabitants of the Sahara. Consequently, there would be no liberation 
movement representing a people, and Morocco may realize its other political 
goal, which it has stated repeatedly, to the effect that the parties to the 
conflict are Algeria and Morocco, not the Polisario and Morocco. Building this 
berm may also make Morocco give more attention to the inhabitants of the Sahara 
by rebuilding its few cities and completing its construction and economic 
projects, giving the inhabitants a stable environment. After March 1983, the 
Saharan cities became the only ones in Morocco without huts or tin houses. 
After the security berm was completed, the Sahara was opened up to Moroccan 
citizens to settle or visit, which had previously required special permission. 
However, as we said, this does not mean the end of the conflict, for Moroccan 
military control of the areas inside the berm will force the Polisario to make 
every effort to continue its military attacks. In the near future, Morocco 
will have to be content with the security berm as it is now, or extend it to 
the Algerian border, placing its troops face to face with Algerian forces. 
This is thought unlikely by an unidentified Arab military attache in Rabat for 
two reasons: 

1. Morocco is not able to do so. 

2. Algeria does not want a direct confrontation with Moroccan forces. 
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SUDAN 


EGYPTIAN, SUDANESE POLITICAL CHANGES DISCUSSED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 59, 26 May 84 p 9 


[Article by AL-TADAMUN's political editor: "The Third Republic in Egypt and the 
Second Imamate in Sudan" ] 


[Text } If one may say this, Husni Mubarak's term in Egypt will begin tomorrow. 
In practical terms the "Third Republic" in Egypt will begin tomorrow also. 


"The First Republic" was 'Abd-al-Nasir's; his term began with the nationalization 
of the Suez Canal. 


"The Second Republic" was al-Sadat's, and al-Sadat's term did not begin until the 
1973 October War which he launched. 


But the "Third Republic'' will be 'Mubarak's Republic." 


Al-Sadat's Republic did not begin simply when 'Abd-al-Nasir died and President 
Anwar al-Sadat took over. Al-Sadat's republic began after the man had gained the 
legitimacy that was achieved for him by the 1973 war he had waged. It was in that 
war that the Egyptian army realized an unusual victory. Similarly, ''Mubarak's 
Republic" did not begin simply when he inherited power after al-Sadat's assassi- 
nation. ''Mubarak's Republic" will begin tomorrow. 


How is that? 


The "republic" or the term of any ruler begins with the onset of a major accomp- 
lishment, or with the adoption of a course that has its bearings on the national 
and political scenes. Until President Mubarak had turned toward adopting parlia- 
mentary life, in the sense of having political parties, the man had not intro- 
duced one new thing into Egypt's public life. The liberalization that has been 

in effect was introduced by President al-Sadat; and the half-hearted peace with 
Israel is not something that President Mubarak forged, but it was rather forged 
by President al-Sadat. Just as the first 2 years of al-Sadat's term were a mix 

of 'Abd-al-Nasir's government and al-Sadat's government, the same matter has been 
the principal feature of the first period of President Mubarak's government, even 
though President Mubarak did work hard to make his government distinguishable 
from that of his predecessor. 


But President Mubarak had to take major action for that purpose. He could not 
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abolish the past or time--the time of war--to play his hand at war; nor was he 
able to go back to the Arabs. For that matter, the Arabs did not want Egypt's full 
return to their midst; they did not want Egypt to turn to them with its condi- 
tions, nor did they want to accept the status quo it had imposed on them. Mubarak 
then chose to play that hand which would enable him to keep the liberalization 
policy and the faint-hearted peace with Israel. He chose to play that hand which 
would rule out the possibility of a war that Egyptians would not welcome. 


In dealing with Arab and Islamic countries Mubarak also chose to adopt a tone that 
would restore former friendships, or at least reduce the impact of the boycott, 
with the possibility of leaving a few avenues open for a fresh approach that would 
alleviate the stifling atmosphere somewhat. 


President Mubarak elected to play the game of political parties. He restored to 
Egypt those political traditions that existed in the country before the revolu- 
tion of 25 July 1952. 


The choice was welcomed by a few Egyptians, but some found it strange. Neverthe- 
less, it was an intelligent choice for a ruler who found himself called upon to 
Start his "term" and to start "his republic." 


It may be said, "But is President Mubarak so confident as to take a risk and play 
the game of party struggle which is deep-seated in Egypt? Is he so confident as 
to play that game opposite extremist, religious tendencies?" 


We will not know the answer to that question, and perhaps President Mubarak him- 
self will not know it, until the "Third Republic" begins and Mubarak's term is 
well on its way. 


It's only a matter of hours until thiS term begins. But these are hours that may 
restore political and democratic vitality to Egypt and to the Arab world. And they 
may also engulf Egypt in a sea of religious violence. 


By comparison, Sudan, which is the other party in the integration process, is also 
experiencing a profound political and historic change. 


The ''new'' revolution which was proclaimed by President Numayri does in fact rep- 
resent a new age in Sudan. In the address he delivered to declare a state of emer- 
gency in the country, President Numayri called that revolution "a reform revolu- 
tion.'' He followed that announcement with several measures that included major 
changes in the political system and in the cabinet. The features of this new age 
in Sudan differ from those of the age of the May Revolution which broke out on 

the 25th of May, 1969. It is expected that the select People's Assembly Parliamen- 
tary Committee, which has been charged with redrafting the constitution to make 

it consistent with the Islamic direction of the state, will effect radical changes 
in the structures of government and in the political makeup of the regime. In 
accordance with these changes, the sole political organization in Sudan, the 
Sudanese Socialist Union, [SSU]} and the People's Assembly (parliament) will be 
abolished and replaced by a Shura [advisory] Council, thereby bringing the system 
closer to that of the Islamic caliphate which knew neither parties nor parlia- 
ments. 











This may be the reason why a few of the people who are in charge in Sudan thought 
about changing the title of president of the republic to imam of Sudan or the 
caliph of Muslims. This matter is also being looked into by the committee consi- 
dering amending the constitution. 


If this is true, then Sudan is beginning the age of the second imamate whose fea- 
tures actually began to take shape in the organized campaigns to declare support 
for President Numayri in religious terms. These campaigns began in a religious 
ceremony in a village on the outskirts of Khartoum. Then this campaign was exten- 
ded to include leaders of the armed forces, labor unions, farmers' unions and 
others. 


Sudan had its first imamate late in the 19th century when Imam Muhammad Ahmad ibn 
"Abdallah al-Mahdi liberated the country from Turkish rule and established a state 
independent of the Ottoman sultanate. That independent state was not brought to 
its knees until 2 decades later when Lord Kitchener led the invading armies and 
defeated the army of al-Mahdi's successor, al-Khalifah ‘Abdallah al-Ta'ayushi. 
Al-Mahdi's army was defeated in the well-known battle of Umm Durman in 1898. After 
Imam Muhammad al-Mahdi the imamate was passed on to his heirs. His son, 
'Abd-al-Rahman Muhammad Ahmad al-Mahdi was installed imam for al-Ansar [the sup- 
porters | during the term of the bilateral government. He was succeeded by his son, 
al-Sadiq 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Mahdi, father of al-Sayyid al-Sadiq al-Mahdi. He was 
succeeded by al-Hadi 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Mahdi who lost his life in battle, resis- 
ting President Numayri's regime on the island of Aba in March 1970. After him 
al-Ansar did not elect an imam even though the battle over the succession had 
become heated between al-Sayyid al-Sadiq al-Siddiq al-Mahdi and his uncle, Ahmad 
'Abd-al-Rahman al-Mahdi. With support from the regime, [the latter] had appointed 
himself imam without having any real support from al-Ansar, a majority of whom 
recognize al-Sadiq's political leadership. 


Except for the short period during which Imam Muhammad Ahmad ruled, the imamate 
of the Mahdi family continued to be an imamate for a sect and not for a nation. 
It continued to be concentrated in certain areas of Sudan--the western provinces 
in particular. Dut the ''second imamate" will comprise all the people of Sudan, 
and it will actually become a distinguishing mark of Sudan's modern history. 


Reference remains to be made to the fact that the second imam, President Numayri, 
is related to the first imam, Muhammad Ahmad al-Mahdi. Both men are descendants 
of the Dungulah tribe in the far north of Sudan. 
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SUDAN 


NUMAYRI INTERVIEWED ON RELATIONS WITH CAIRO 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 59, 26 May 84 pp 10-11 


_Interview with President Ja'far Numayri by Fu'ad Matar: "President Ja'far Numayri 
Tells AL-TADAMUN, ‘Any Party That Will Win in Egypt's Elections Will Have To 
Strive To Develop Relations with Sudan';" in Khartoum, date not specified] 


[Text] "The anti-integration slogans of the Egyptian left are 
directed at me personally and at Islamic law." 


"The United States does not have a stable policy in Sudan or 
in Africa. The United States reacts to events, whereas the 
Soviets have a clear strategy." 


"Political detainees will soon be tried by the emergency courts 
which are the fairest courts in the history of Sudan." 


The ever-growing conflict between Egypt and Sudan appears to be the strangest 
conflict of its kind. 


But relations between Egypt and Sudan are getting stronger despite this conflict; 
relations between Egypt and Sudan are getting stronger even as that conflict gets 
broader. 


What has been impressive is the fact that while government in Sudan is turning 
toward an Islamic experiment, government in Egypt is becoming more attached to 
the secular experiment; and while government in Sudan is insisting on putting an 
end to the experience of political parties, government in Egypt is reviving par- 
tisan life. 


Since both countries did try to achieve integration, and since the revival of the 
experiment of partisan action in Egypt will affect Egypt's relations with Sudan 
in one way or another, AL-TADAMUN asked President Ja'far Numayri, in the context 
of an interview it conducted with him, to explain his view of the matter. 


The text of the interview follows. 


[Question] Have you been watching the elections in Egypt, and do you expect a 
few surprises? If the elections should produce surprises, such as victory for the 











Wafd and the Muslim Brothers unexpected gains for the leftists and Nasirists, 
will this affect your relations with Egypt? To follow up on this question: it is 
assumed that the Muslim Brothers and the Islamic tendency in Egypt are the groups 
that are closest to you. This assumption is based on the Islamic course according 
to which you began acting. In practice, however, you are with the opposite ten- 
dency. How do you reconcile the two? 


Answer}; 1 personally believe that it is a matter of fate and destiny that any 
party in Egypt that will win the election will have to strive to strengthen the 
strong relations with Sudan. 


The influence that Sudan has on Egypt is greater than the influence that Egypt 
has on Sudan. Even if the communists were to take office in Egypt, they will 
sense the danger if their ties with Sudan are not close. 


We know that there are Egyptian leftists speaking out against integration with 
Sudan. We have not responded to them, but I hope that those people will win and 
announce their rejection of integration with Sudan. They will then find out 
whether or not they will be able to continue in power for more than a week or two. 


I realize that the Wafd, the Muslim Brothers and all the opposition parties 
together have no chance to win the elections. One of the most important reasons 
for that was the fact that they attempted to cast doubts about integration with 
Sudan and relations between Egypt and Sudan. The Egyptian people understand and 
appreciate the historic significance of these everlasting relations; they under- 
stand that Egyptian-Sudanese ties are not to be tampered with. These ties are not 
ties between governments; they are rather deep-seated historical ties that go 
back as far as that time when the Nile Valley was one nation and one culture. 


Some opposition parties, and particularly leftists, are proposing anti-integra- 
tion slogans aimed at discrediting the president of Sudan because he is the major 
impediment to the progress of communism and because Islamic law is their primary 
enemy. However, no group can govern Egypt unless it has close relations with 
Sudan. 


Regarding Islamic tendencies, we oppose extremism. In Sudan [we think] that 
talking is the best approach; the stick approach is useless. We reject extremism 
completely, and we have nothing to do with it. 


(Question] Now that the holy month of Ramadan is almost upon us, will political 
detainees observe the fast in their homes and in the midst of their families, or 
will they observe the fast in prison, where they've been for a few months? 


Answer! Political prisoners, or those who took a stand against Islamic law, 
will soon be placed on trial. If they are innocent, they will observe the fast 
wherever they wish, but if they receive a sentence, then their destiny will be 
determined by that sentence. 


Question} Will they be tried by the emergency courts? 


Answer) Yes, they will be tried by the emergency courts. These are fair courts 
thet differ from other courts only in their procedures. 
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[Question] With regard to the sentences that are issued day in day out by the 
emergency courts, are you satisfied with the fairness of these sentences? 


[Answer] I feel good about this justice, and I believe that it is the best that 
Sudan and Sudanese courts have experienced. This is because cases are settled 
quickly and sentences implemented swiftly. I believe that that in itself is a 
kind of justice because the experience we've had in our courts has been curious. 
Lawsuits may be delayed for years, and that hurts all parties in a lawsuit and 
it hurts society in general. Therefore, the emergency courts are more than fair. 
They are headed by the best judges and staffed by the best people. All of them 
are well-versed in Islamic jurisprudence, and they can work together to come out 
with any legal opinion. 


Lessons Gained from the Experiment 


[Question] We are about to celebrate the 15th anniversary of the 25 May Revolu- 
tion. In this mystical environment under which you have been living, can you 
relate to the readers of AL-TADAMUN some of the lessons that have been gained 
from the Revolution? 


[Answer] I may talk about the revolution for a long time because I feel that 
although there have been numerous revolutions in the world, these revolutions did 
not succeed in influencing citizens in their countries as much as the May Revolu- 
tion influenced people in Sudan. The May Revolution created a large and a good 
legacy, and it also created a revolutionary literature that is rarely available 
in this age. We've preserved the entire experience we've had in this heritage 
without any fear or embarrassment of anything negative or positive in that 
experience. 


The revolution is distinguished by the fact that it relied on support from the 
people. The revolution's military capability has not been given priority even 
until this moment when guerilla warfare in Sudan is being discussed and when 
attacks from other countries are being talked about. Instead, our first priority 
has been national unity and close ties on the domestic front. We did that by chan- 
ging all the concepts of life that were prevalent before the revolution. It is 
that which gave the revolution the ability to survive and go on. One of the revo- 
lution's most important achievements has been the fact that it implemented every 
slogan it proclaimed. It may have done that sometimes in a manner that differed 
from that which some people would understand, but it did so in a manner that 
satisfied the people's aspirations. 


The revolution has relied on democracy; it even changed the name of Sudan to the 
Democratic Republic of Sudan. The democracy we are practicing is accepted by all 
the masses of the people, but it may not be accepted or understood by some Arab 
or African countries which may be similar to us in many aspects of life. Our 
democracy is aimed at the individual. He is the state and the opposition, and he 
has the right to speak about any subject he supports or opposes. This is the mark 
of our legislative institutions where there is neither government nor opposition, 
but rather a unique approach to parliamentary action that enables every indi- 
vidual to present his opinions in the manner he thinks is appropriate. 


What is unique to the revolution--and this is something that other countries, 
particularly Third World countries, may benefit from--is the fact that we reject 





political parties of any kind. We even reject the designation of having one 
party, but we've succeeded in drawing the masses into one organization which we 
called the Political Organization. Membership in that organization has not been 
restricted to a select few; but rather anyone who wishes to join the organization 
may do so, even if he were an enemy. This is because it is the only organization 
that can discipline everyone who tries to tamper with the country's interests. 
Elections within that organization are free and direct. Therefore, that organiza- 
tion has produced new leaders as the leaders of old parties were brought down by 
popular democracy. 


We enjoy total freedom under which all citizens are treated equally. I per- 
sonally, as the head of the state, can meet with anyone I wish, and anyone who 
wishes to see me can. Let me cite the physicians' strike that went on for 2 or 
more weeks. When their union requested a meeting with me, I made myself available 
to them, and after our brief meeting, they were persuaded. They left the meeting 
and called upon their colleagues to go back to work. We adhere to the principle 
of not yielding to pressure regardless of these pressures. When the physicians 
went on strike, we proved to them that they could not apply pressure because in 
Khartoum and all over Sudan members of the medical profession were able to pro- 
vide services. They even provided better services with a small number of 
physicians. When the strike occurred, the leftists believed that this was the 
beginning of the collapse of Numayri's regime. They did not know that the regime 
in Sudan was not Numayri's. I am not like al-Qadhdhafi, and the Sudanese regime 
is not like those regimes that collapse when their leader disappears from the 
scene, as was the case in Guinea. One of the advantages of our regime, in 
addition to the freedom and democracy it affords, is the fact that power is 
fairly distributed. The masses participate effectively in government, and they do 
so through elected parliamentary bodies in the provinces. There is also a 
National People's Assembly that truly represents all the classes of the people. 
Its recommendations are binding to us because they are the product of sound, 
national action and not the product of political maneuvers or conspiracies. 


We have a great legacy of laws that were issued by the National People's 
Assembly. It is those laws that brought us to the laws of Islam, which are the 
best in the world. Ever since we've stipulated in the constitution that Islamic 
law was the principal source of legislation, we've eliminated from our legal code 
all those statutes which contradict Islamic law because Islamic law is the only 
means that can lead us to the ideal society we hope to have. 


One of the revolution's outstanding accomplishments has been the fact that it pro- 
duced large numbers of leaders and created broad opportunities for people to 
assume positions of leadership. One of our principles is that we do not rely on 
academic degrees alone. We respect those degrees, but we also respect those deg- 
rees one earns through life and from the experience one gets on the job. 


Also one of the good points about the revolution is the fact that it established 
good relations with its neighbors and adopted a foreign policy whose aim is to 
achieve fraternity, comradeship, security, peace and stability with others. At 
some time I personally served as a member of five reconciliation committees that 
were looking into problems between Arab and African countries. 


Despite its obstacles and dangers, the revolution adopted a course of develop- 
ment as its approach to progress. The successes we've achieved in this regard 








are obvious. We've also devoted attention to communications with the outside 
world. The satellite station we built was the second of its kind in all the Arab 
world. Only Lebanon had built such a station before we did. That satellite 
Station enabled us to communicate with the outside worid and encouraged investors 
to invest in Sudan because communications in Sudan became extremely easy. We are 
now in the process of building another station. 


A Christian Adviser on Islamic Laws 


[Question] To follow up on what you said about Islamic laws, the fact that you 
appointed Yusuf Mikha'il Bikhit, who is a Christian, your legal adviser attracted 
attention. Do you find that as strange as we do? 


[Answer] We in Sudan don't feel there is a difference between Muslims and 
Christians until people talk about us abroad. As Muslims we do not discriminate 
between religions. Islam does preach that anyone who does not believe in Chris- 
tianity is not a Muslim. And as I said not too long ago to a few people who were 
visiting me, the name of our ambassador in Washington is 'Isa, which is the 
Arabic form of Jesus. The name of our ambassador in Jeddah is Muhammad. There 

is an ambassador in Khartoum whose name is Musa [Moses]. All these men are 
Muslims, and this means that we acknowledge all reiigions. However, the present 
approach of these religions is not the one we learned from the Koran. There are 
ideas in these religions that are not divine and that we do not accept. For 
example, there are changes in the Bible, and there is the doctrine of the Trinity 
which we do not agree with. We believe it was something made by man. 


[Question] But this Christian adviser was hired to advise you on what laws? 


‘Answer] To advise me on all laws, including Islamic laws. That man is first 

of all a jurist and a scholar who happens to be Christian. He believes in the 
provisions of Islamic laws; he recognizes them; and he believes they are advanced 
laws. There is nothing new here. We all recall that there were well-versed 
[Christian] jurists in Egypt who used to cite the Koran. The best example of that 
was the jurist, Makram 'Ibayd. 


Will Chevron Resume Operations? 


_Question}] When you received Mr Chester Crocker, the U.S. assistant secretary 
of state on 8 May 1784, dia you discuss with him the resumption of oil expiora- 
tion operations by Chevron? Is the United States convinced as Chevron is tha: D- 
Garang represents a threat to the stability of Sudan? Can matters go as far as 
looking for companies other than Chevron to resume oil exploration operations! 


[Answer] Mr Crocker, the U.S. representative is visiting Sudan for the first 
time. The purpose of his visit is to look into the situation, not to make deci- 
sions. He was therefore making inquiries and listening to what we were telling 
him. He did not bring any opinions from the United States about any of Sudan's 
affairs. Mr Crocker met with a large number of officials, and he concluded his 
meetings in Sudan with a meeting with me. He did more listening than talking. 


Because I knew the purpose of his visit I wanted to provide him with all the 


facts when we met. For the United States does not have a stable policy in Sudan 
or in Africa. Despite its considerable stature, there can be no comparison 
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between U.S. activity and Soviet activity in the region. The Soviet Union has a 
clear strategy that is reviewed daily, monthly and annually. But the United 
States reacts to events, and its reactions are sometimes based on erroneous or 
misleading information. 


I explained to Mr Crocker the reasons why the Southern Region was partitioned. 

I assured him that the partition was consistent with the spirit of the Addis 
Ababa Agreement and that it complied with the wishes of the people of the south. 
I refuted allegations about Arabizing or Islamizing the south, assuring him that 
Islam was never spread by force but rather by setting an example and treating 
people well. I explained to him the reasons why a state of emergency had been 
declared, and I indicated to him that a state of emergency has been in effect in 
some countries for several years without stirring up all this controversy that 
was raised over Sudan. The declaration of a state of emergency was consistent 
with the constitution, and it will be debated by the People's Assembly in accor- 
dance with constitutional measures. The People's Assembly will recommend whether 
or not the state of emergency would be maintained or removed. 


Unfortunately, the most vicious campaign that was directed against us came from 
the press in the Gulf. There are reasons for that. This is because leftists, and 
some of them are Sudanese, have considerable influence over the press in the Gulf. 


[Question] And what about Chevron? 


[Answer] As a civilian company, Chevron was terrified by the threats it received 
from the rebels and by the terrorist operations they carried out against some 
Chevron sites. Chevron became fearful and requested security capabilities that 
would not be easy to provide. The superpowers themselves cannot fight terrorism. 
The United States lost Kennedy despite the security arrangements that were made 
for him, and it almost lost Reagan because of terrorism. And the Soviet Union 
cannot control Kabul in Afghanistan, and Kabul is a city, not a forest or a 
jungle. 


However, Chevron has now begun to understand the situation, and it has started 
operations at some work sites. Eight new wells have been drilled in the districts 
of al-Muglad and Babanusah. Also the company chat has been charged with implemen- 
cing the pipeline has begun its preparations. 
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SUDAN 


ROLE OF CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE, LIKELY REFORMS REVIEWED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic No 59, 26 May 84 p 12 


[Article: "Parliamentary Committee Changes the Name of the State, Calls the Presi- 
dent the 'Imam of Muslims' after Numayri Receives People's Pledge of Obedience 

and Willingness To Fight for the Cause of God; Emergency Courts Resume Sessions 
and Issue Sentences To Cut off Hand of a Thief and To Lash and Imprison Those 
Accused of Fornication" | 


[Text] A select committee of the People's Assembly (parliament) chaired by Dr 
'Abd-al-Hamid Salih has been formed to look into amending the permanent consti- 
tution of the Democratic Republic of Sudan so as to bring it in line with the 
state's Isiamic tendency. 


Among the suggestions that the committee will consider is that of changing the 
name of the state to the Islamic Republic of Sudan and creating fundamental and 
structural changes in the country's political and parliamentary system so as to 
establish a Shura Council to replace the People's Assembly and the Sudanese Socia- 
list Union. 


It is also being said that efforts are being made to include in those changes 
one that would change the designation for the president to the imam of Muslims or 
the caliph of Muslims. 


At a large ceremony that was held in the village of Abu Qurun, a suburb of 
Khartoum, to celebrate the middle of Sha'ban, senior statesmen and elders of the 
Sufi brotherhoods pledged their allegiance and their obedience to President 
Numayri. The text of the pledge follows: 


"I pledge to you my allegiance by the mighty and honorable Koran and by the 
Tradition of the Prophet, may the prayers and the peace of God be with him; I 
pledge my obedience to you in matters pleasant and unpleasant as long as I am not 
ordered to do something that God forbad; I pledge to give you advice and t~ fight 
for the cause of God under your leadership; I pledge to you [my efforts] to lift 
up religion, to extend counsel and justice among people and to make an effort for 
the interests of the nation. As God is my witness, and He is the best witness of 
all, I pledge all that to you." 


Chief among those who took that pledge were Chief Justice Daf'-Allah al-iaj 
Yusuf; Vice President Joseph Lagu (who is a Christian); Dr Hasan ‘Abdallah 
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al-Turabi, assistant to the president for foreign affairs; and Muhammad 
'Abd-al-Qadir 'Umar, first secretary of the Sudanese Socialist Union. Ministers, 
ministers of state, people holding constitutional positions and secretaries of 
central leadership committees in the Sudanese Socialist Union took the pledge 
after that. 


After that, elders of the Sufi brotherhoods took the pledge. They are al-Shaykh 
al-Jayli Abu Qurun, al-Shaykh al-Ma'mun, al-Shaykh al-Kabashi, al-Shaykh Hasan 

Wad Hassunah, al-Shaykh al-Amin al-Sayim, al-Shaykh al-—Jayli al-Nil, al-Shaykh 
‘Awad al-Jayyid al-Khaddam, al-Shaykh al-Khalifah al-Fadni, al-Shaykh Ibrahim 
'Abduh, and al-Shaykh 'Uthman al-Tayyib. After that citizens who saw the ceremony 
repeated the pledge, and the celebration was concluded with the sunset prayer ser- 
vice. Everyone prayed behind President Numayri who was asked by the elders of the 
Sufi brotherhoods to lead them in prayer. 


The ceremony, which was held to honor President Numayri for putting Islamic law 
into practice, was also held to honor the Professional Committee on Islamic Legis- 
lation which had drafted the laws. That committee is made up of ‘Awad al-Jayyid 
Muhammad Ahmad, al-Nayl Abu Qurun and Mrs Badriyyah Sulayman. 


Mr 'Awad al-Jayyid Muhammad Ahmad, who was appointed minister for legal affairs 
at the presidency, spoke at the ceremony. He revealed that ''President Numayri's 
decision to declare that Islamic laws would be put into practice was made when 
the president visited the village of Abu Qurun in 1977. Members of al-Shaykh Abu 
Qurun's family, who is the leader of the sect that considers the village its cen- 
ter, had pledged their allegiance to President Numayri then. But that pledge was 
not proclaimed at the time." 


‘Awad al-—Jayyid said that when the president charged the committee with the task 
of drafting Islamic laws, they promised the president that they would work 
seriously and continuously and that they would issue a law every Thursday of 
every week. In his address to those participating in the ceremony Mr ‘Awad 
al-Jayyid said, "On Thursday, the first day of Dhu al-Hijjah President Numayri 
prayed twice in his office to thank God for His blessings. On Thursday, the 21st 
of Muharram 1404 A.H. he took an oath on the Koran and the Tradition of God's 
messenger to lift up religion and to extend justice and counsel among people." 


Meanwhile, the emergency courts in Khartoum and in the provinces of Sudan are 
still resuming their work to put on trial those merchants who are accused of hoar- 
ding merchandise, and the women who are accused of producing homemade alcoholic 
beverages. A number of young men and young women who were accused of fornication 
have also been put on trial. Their penalty consisted of lashes and imprisonment. 
The sentences of these courts vary from life in prison (for trafficking in 

hashish and weapons) to imprisonment and exile (for those found guilty of posses- 
sion of hashish). Other convicts receive from 100 to 30 lashes and imprisonment 
for their crimes. 


For the first time a defendant who was accused of theft was sentenced to have his 
right hand and his left foot cut off. Chief Justice Daf'-Allah al-Haj Yusuf deter- 
mined in a judicial bulletin how that sentence was to be carried out. The right 
hand was to be cut off from the elbow joint, and the left foot was to be cut off 
from the heel joint. The hand was to be cut off first, and then the foot would be 
cut off. The amputation should be immediate and carried out without delay, and 











medical assistance was to be sought to determine the medical condition of the 
convict. 


Ever since application of these penal laws began, one other defendant has had his 
right hand cutt off from the shoulder. That defendant had falsely assumed the 
identity of a policeman and had committed a robbery. 


The general secretariat of the recently organized agency that commands people to 
do good deeds and proscribes evil deeds to them decided to send several delega- 
tions to Sudan's various provinces to hold informative discussions about the law 
that commands people to do good deeds and prohibits evil deeds. Members of this 
general secretariat will select those who will oversee the formation of these 
societies that will command people throughout Sudan to do good deeds and enjoin 
them from committing evil deeds. 


Among the news of Khartoum is news that authorities issued a decree prohibiting 
the use of air conditioners in all government offices, stores and private offices 
to save energy. 


The police cut the wires of air conditioning units and sealed them. Police warned 
the people against violating the ban on using the air conditioning units. 


In the campaign against goats that was launched by President Numayri in his add- 
ress to the General Convention of the Farmers' Association, the police confis- 
cated and destroyed goats found in the streets and squares of the capital where 
they had been roaming freely for a long period of time. 


President Numayri launched this campaign against goats because they damage the 
soil and farming. It is known that a large percentage of Sudanese citizens raise 
goats because of their milk. 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


INCREASE IN WADI HADRAMAWT AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR AL-USBU'I in Arabic 20 Apr 84 op 4-5 


[Article by 'Umar Bawazir: "Wadi Hadramawt Wheat Production Up 109 
Percent This Year"'] 


[Text] Wheat production in the Governorate of Hadrauawt was way up this 
year, rising 100 percent. While the plan's target yieid was 750 kx per 
feddan, production on some farms was as high as 1.4 tons per teddan. 


This high produccivity of the Wadi Hadramawe wheat —-2: which has occurred 
for the first time--promptecd us co seek inieLitalivn avvul several miatters. 
When did man first cultivate wheat, and how important is wheat economically? 
How did our country leern about wheat, and how hos its cultivation developed 
in the glorious age of national inderendencs” What .fforts have been 

made to improve yields? In which arcas is tt crown? “hich improved and 
traditional varieties of wheat are cultivetcd 


We also had questions about wheat producticu for the 1943-34 agricultural 
season which is about to be harvested this month 1 wadi tadramawt. 


Wheat is one of the oldest, most widely cultivated aid harvested 
agricultural products known to man. More than 240 million hectares are 
planted throughout the world each year, yielding about 440 million tons. 
The reason for this is that consumption has increased during the last two 
decades. 


The cultivation of wheat in our country cates back lv tie dawn ol 


agriculture in this part of our nation. Since our couutry iirst learned 
about wheat the Yemeni farmer has developed methods ot cultivating it, 
and has discoverec varictisc., some ot which are still cultivated. 

During the pericd sf Englich ruts, shect, like other crops, received 

no attention or cs.-, anc, as fe will “newn, the agricultural sector 


remained paraiyzed, coniined to using primitive methods, 


But with the dawn of independence on 30 November 1967 the revolutionary 
government pursued a comprehensive plan for economic and social development. 
It attached particular attention to the plans for agricultural development, 
particularly field crops. 








The efforts being made by the state for the benefit of wheat producers 
include the following: support for research centers and guidance 
personnel; providing material and technical support to enable the farmers 
to introduce modern technological methods and new high yield varieties; 
studying the various means and factors of production with a view toward 
increasing production of this vital crop and ensuring that everyone have 
enough bread on the table. 


The Economic Importance of Wheat 


Wheat is one of the most important annual crops. Along with corn and rice 
it is the primary food of the Yemeni consumer inasmuch as bread is made from 
its grain. 


The cash value of chaff, a byproduct of wheat, has increased because the 
citizens use it with clay to make bricks for local construction. 


After independence the country was faced with a big consumer demand for 
wheat as a result of the rise in the standard of living of themajority of 
the citizens. Wheat consumption replaced corn over all in most parts of 
the country, and the demand for chaff also increased because of the 
population growth in areas where the builders depend on the use of bricks. 


While discussing wheat and its expanded production and consumption through- 
out the country, we must not fail to point out that wheat is one of the 
items whose price is supported by the state. The Domestic Trade 
Corporation buys a 50 kg bag of wheat from the farmer for 8.5 dinars, and 
sells it to the consumer for 4.6 dinars. 


Areas Where Wheat Is Grown 


Wheat cultivation in our country is concentrated in the central regions 
at an altitude of 600 to 1,000 meters above sea level, where the climate 
is suitable and subterranean water supplies are available. 


The areas in which it is grow are in the governorates of Hadramawt 
(Wadi Hadramawt) and Shabwah. More than 70 percent of the wheat grown 
in our country is grown in Wadi Hadramawt, while the rest is grown in 
Shabwah. 


Improved Wheat 


Until 1974 commercial cultivation of the traditional local varieties 
prevailed in the wheat growing areas. During the period from 1970 to 

1972 a number of associations in Wadi Hadramawt, Nisab, Bayhan and al-Sa'id 
determined the lineage of their wheat in a desire to study the different 
hereditary compositions of the local varieties. This involved approximately 
50 sites. It became clear that all of the local varieties belong to a 

kind of bread wheat, with the exception of certain isolated and very 

clearly defined areas which had a mixture of a kind of succulent wheat 
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with bread wheat. The supplementary study showed that the local 

varieties do not require chemical fertilizer. Furthermore, their spikes 
are small, and do not give a high grain yield compared with the high-yield 
Mexican varieties which were later introduced into the country. 


High-yield foreign seeds were imported in 1984 and were planted by the 
farmers the same year. Test results showed that they were superior to the 
local varieties. They offered a yield 30 to 100 percent higher than that 
of the local varieties. On the basis of these results a decision was 
reached to use the (Klinsona) variety in Wadi Hadramawt, and the (Sonalika) 
variety in the Governorate of Shabwah. 


The wheat growing areas gradually increased these two varieties until they 
accounted for about 50 percent of the total wheat growing area in the 
republic. 


In 1975 the Agricultural Research Center in Say'un inaugurated a program 

to select new varieties of wheat locally by importing the first generations 
of several strains from the international centers of wheat research. Six 
years after the selection and evaluation three varieties were selected for 
general distribution. They were (Klinsona), (Sonalika) and Ahgaf. 


The 1983-84 Season 
Wheat Output In Wadi Hadramawt 


The Wadi Hadramawt agricultural plan called for cultivating 4,758 feddans 
with improved wheat. It called for a yield of 750 kg per feddan. 


It called for cultivating 4,720 feddans with local wheat to yield 550 kg 
per feddan. 


This was the general agricultural plan for Wadi [Hadramawt]. But because 

of the difficulty of [illegible word] in all the farms and their wheat 
production, we took the road down to Bahran Farm, a state farm that is 

one of the Yemeni-Soviet projects, and the largest farm in Wadi [Hadramawt], 
with 305 feddans of wheat under cultivation. 


From a Wasteland to the Largest Wheat Farm 


I can remember what this area was like before 1975. The Bahran farm is 
situated on what was then a wasteland, without water and without trees. 
In less than 10 years it has been transformed into a green garden between 
the eastern and the western mountains in the Hawrah subdistrict. It is 
622 feddans in area. It has 23 wells, 9 of them with electric [pumps] 
and the remainder using [manual] pumps. 


I visited during harvest time, which they call “al-surab" there. I 
sensed unusual movement. Women and men were working, helped by their Soviet 
comrades, The Soviet combines were harvesting feddan after feddan of 
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wheat. Bales of harvested wheat were being set up and the vehicles were 
[picking them up and] carrying [them]. I remembered the past being a time 
of distress. The present is resplendent with work, production and giving. 


I nearly fell into one of the lined irrigation canals which are more 
than a meter wide. I looked about, and thought I was in another country. 


I asked about the director of the farm and was told that he was at a 
harvesting site. I went there, found him, and introduced myself to him, 
He said, "Let's go to the office." Thrt is where the interview took place. 


Planned and Actual Production 


He said, "The plan called for planting 310 feddans with wheat, to produce 
a yield of 750 kg per feddan. 


"But the farm's actual yield has averaged 1,500 kg per feddan, with some 
locations producing yields of more than 2,000 kg per feddan. 


"The area actually cultivated amounted to 305 feddans." 


I asked 'Amir ibn Thabit, the farm's director, how long the farm has 

been growing wheat. He said, "The farm has been growing wheat since it was 
established in 1975, when its area did not exceed 300 feddans. Of that, 

60 feddans were devoted to growing wheat at that time. 


"Over the past years that area has increased to 622 feddans. Beginning in 
1978-79 they were divided up according to the feddanat system. The yield 
per feddan during 1982-83 was 1,030 kg." 


I asked about the reasons for the increased yields. He said, "Several 
factors contributed to the increased production, among them the following: 


"A new survey of the land. 
"Avoidance of replanting the same areas. 


"The climate this year was good throughout the winter, from November to 
early March." 


In the Si'un Branch of the Yemeni-Soviet Projects Office 


The Bahran Farm is not only cne of the Yemeni-Soviet projects in Wadi 
Hadramawt growing wheat. Therefore, we had to find out about the other 
farms' plans, and to what extent they have been implemented. 


At the branch administrative office in Si'un I met ‘Awad Baziyad, 

director of the Yemeni-Soviet projects branch office in Si‘un. He said, 

"There are five state farms here, as part of the Yemeni-Soviet projects. 

They are Bahran, Ba'alal, Ju'aymah, Bur and al-Mashhad. The plans called 

for them to plant 810 feddans of wheat, and 809 feddans were actually planted." 
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[Question] How are they distributed? 


[Answer] For the Bur farm, 150 feddans were planned, and 152 were actually 
cultivated. 


At Ba'alal 160 feddans were planned, and 160 were actually cultivated. 
At Jumay'ah 130 feddans were planned, and 132 were actually cultivated. 
At Bahran 310 feddans were planned, and 305 were actually cultivated. 
At al-Mashhad 60 feddans were planned, and 60 were actually cultivated. 
[Question] What were the planned and actual yields for these farms? 


[Answer] At Ba'alal a yield of 102 tons were planned, but 205 tons were 
actually produced. 


At Ju'aymah a yield of 65 tons were planned, but 143 tons were actually 
produced. 


At Bur a yield of 84 tons was planned, but 211.5 tons were actually produced. 


At Bahran a yield of 240 tons was planned, but 458 tons were actually 
produced. 


At al-Mashhad a yield of 30 tons was planned, but 41 tons were actually 
produced. 


[Question] On the basis of these figures which of these farms achieved the 
highest production? 


[Answer] The highest production was achieved at the Bahran farm. 
Comparisons 


[Question] Could you give a comparison between this year's production 
and last year's? 


[Answer] We have already proudly referred to this year's production. 
Production for 1982-83 was as follows: 


Bur: 116 feddans were planted, yielding 48.5 tons. 
Ba‘alal: 144 feddans were planted, yielding 99.00 tons. 
Ju'aymah: 100 feddans were planted, yielding 52 tons. 
Bahran: 305 feddans were planted, yielding 191 tons. 
Al-Mashhad: 53 feddans were planted, yielding 19 tons. 


In all, 718 feddans were planted at these 5 farms out of a total of 775 
feddans called for in the plan. 





The plan called for production of 93 kg per feddan, but the actual yield 
was 623 kg per feddan,. 


Reasons For the Higher Productivity. 


I asked the deputy commissioner of the projects branch office in Wadi 
Hadramawt about the reasons for the higher productivity. He ascribed it 
to the following: 


[Answer] The introduction of the new mechanized methods in agriculturization. 


Tilling the soil at specific times meant that crop damage was kept to a 
minimum, 


Irrigation, planting, fertilizing and filling irrigation reservoirs were 
carried out on a regular basis. 


The farmers and agricultural supervisors gave due concer to exterminating 
insects and other [pests]. 


The climate is favorable, 


The introduction of the structured irrigation system to supplement the 
rains led to higher worker productivity, inasmuch as a single worker was 
able to irrigate 20 feddans of wheat rather than a single feddan the 
traditional way, using rain water. This modern method led to lower costs, 


At the Agricultural Administration Office in Si'un. 


In the agricultural administration office in Si'un I met with Dr ‘Abudallah 
"Ali Bashmakh, deputy commissioner of agriculture in the governorate. 

We asked him about the wheat harvest in Wadi Hadramawt. He said, "So far 
all the statistics on all the farms and cooperatives are not yet in since 
most of them are still harvesting. 


"However, there are figures for two state farms which are among the best 
wheat farms in Wadi Hadramawt. Al-Rudud's average yield per feddan 
amounted to 1.6 tons, while the al-Qutun farm's was 1.4. The former's 
yield last year was 767 kg per feddan, and the latter's 757 kg." 


On the methods of growing wheat in the Yemeni-Soviet projects and other 
farms, he said, “here is a diiierence in methudology anu style. On 
other farms primitive methods for preparing rain-watered land predominate, 
leading to higher per-feddan production costs, tnlike the feddan system 
which is in effect in the Yemeni-Soviet projects. 


Planned Wheat Production For the Governorate of Shabwah 


The 1983-84 nlan for the Covernorate of Shabwah called for planting 
1,220 feddans of improved wheat to provide a yield of 600 kg per feddan. 








Actual production of improved wheat last year was 608 kg per feddan, 
and local wheat was 208 kg per feddan, 
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PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


WATER PROJECTS, PLANS DESCRIBED 
Aden 14 UKTUBAR in Arabic 19 Apr 84 p 3 


[Article by Najat "Ali Yahya: "Nine Million Dinars ‘llocated to 1984 Water 
Projects, Completion of a Number of Vital Projects in the Public Water 
Authority Sector™] 


(Text}] In our country’s rvrai areas , people dwell in mountains and hills 
and get their water from wells with painstaking efforts; in the capital also 
the pressure as well as people's needs have increased and new projects have 
created new housing units, some of which do not have water. We will review 
the completed plans and the rate of completion of projects of the Public 
Water Authority, which supplies us with vital running water. 


The 1984 Plan 


The director of planning (4 the anthority, Drotner Khalid Bunami, states that 
the investment pian tor the 4th vear wil! ja 40 projects distributed 
over all the governo) Os f fhe repur ij = . the water development in 
Aden, al=-Shihr al=Mukoti- vaatoer Adan ¥1 eter (OD Yishn Lawdar), Saywun. 
("Atay), hag tata = al “olpehal, Suto ch, East al-Raydah, (Lab'us), al-Kawd, 
Ghayl bin amin, Sayhut, Saylat Jerdsbe Hawd. al-Muhayifif, Jawl Hajar, 
wadi yrry dawr ai-Bahaai, waa. ona b al-Mahfid, (al-Jawwadah), Khulagah, 
Yati, Mukavdim, Tuban, (al-Masharij) and (Shawar Tuban). The total allo- 
cations for this year are 8.8? million Cinats out of which 3.314 million 
dinars are local financing and 5.506 million ¢Ziners ere foreign financing. 
the most important projects 
What are the most important ones? 
One of the mest import: : “he plaa is the implementation of the 
. stage 4 vat fect, ut Wadi Bana water and 
= his ‘ect includes < group of activities 
.gcaéd Our vy iitacnsiienal contractors including well drilling, 
equipping well fields with pumps < J -omechanicai equipment and 
e Lc generators, laying, pipes, constructing 25,000. cubic-meter reser- 
oivs, instelling a 55.km retaining line between the field and Bi'r Nasir, 
-iag water purification stations, extending the main supply lines 
between bi'e Nasir and Shaykh 'Uthman and at Mansurah, and installing rail 


ines to link al-Mansurah and Bi'r Ahmad with the thermcele tri. stetion at 








al-Hiswah. This is an addition to increasing the output of the Bi'r Nasir 
field by digging seven new and replacement wells, equipping them and connec- 
ting them to the existing structures. The second project (Aden water 
development) in governorate of Aden aims at insuring water supplies during the 
period prior to operation of the Greater Aden water project through repairing 
and increasing the capability of the existing facilities, improving pumping in 
the areas away from the capital, and meeting increasing water demand stemming 
from the spread of residential units. This project includes the following 
Significant activities: 


--Purchase and installation of seven submersible pumps for replacement wells 
and linking of these wells with the existing control system. 


--Equipping of the three new workshops in Shaykh 'Uthman. 
--The completion of the building of storage tanks at Shaykh ‘Uthman. 


--The renovation and enlargement of the old distribution network to reduce 
the water shortage resulting from cutoffs and remedy supply interruptions 
in important sectors of the city. 


--The construction of multi-gauge shut-off valves and new and replacement fire 
hydrants on the main lines and distribution networks to control water flow and 
put out fires and the construction of protective chambers for them. 


--Enlarging the laboratory building to keep up with the increasing number of 
tasks assigned to it in order to be able to carry out periodic chemical and 

bacteriological analyses for the capital and take water samples for develop- 
ment projects. 


As for the al-Mukalla project, it includes completion of the hydrogeological 
study of the Huwayrah, Buwaysh, and al-Karibah Wadis and the designing of 

the civil works needed to contain flood waters in order to increase the supply 
for the three underground reservoirs to meet long term city water requirements. 


The al-Mukalla project also includes digging and equpping two productive wells 
to meet the increase in consumption; linking connecting lines; installing 
surface pumps to improve pumping in the mountainous areas of the city; 
renewing and expanding distribution networks in all parts of the city and 
supplying them with valves, fire hydrants and meters to control water distri- 
bution and protect the million-gallon storage tank; installation of tele- 
communications equipment to link al-Mukalla with its subordinate units and 
the well fields; supplying and installing a new half-million-gallon storage 
tank; implementing a health-awareness program in addition to establishing a 
chlorine purification unit; and supplying apparatus to detect underground 
leaks. 


Work has also begun to implement the Saywun regional project this year and 
includes digging productive wells in Saywun; furnishing equipment for the well 
fields including pumps, motors, a power station, and lines Jinking the reser- 


voirs and the purification apparatus; supplying pipes for the main network in 
Saywun and other neighboring cities and villages as far as al-Hawtah to the 
west; and conducting engineering studies and technical consultations on 


the project. 








The accomplishments of the 1983 plan 


1983 was distinctive in the degree of material accomplishment in project 
implementation since the creation of the authority. It is possible to sum- 
marize the material accomplishments of investment plan for the third year 
(1983) of the revised plan with the following major components of the “0 
projects that were the focus of activity of the plan in 1983: 


--Digging of 42 wells of the 45 originally planned; only three were not com- 
pleted in the Lawdar, Bayhan and Tawr al-Bahah projects. Some additional 
wells were dug in al-Mukalla and al-Mahfid, thus bringing the completion rate 
to 93 percent. This compares favorably to the 100 percent completion rate 

of 1983. Construction of 20 pump houses was completed out of the planned 

34, that is a rate of 58 percent due to a delay by the bids committees in the 
governorates in accouncing the submitted tenders, thus causing the delay. 


--Pump lines, mainlines and distribution network pipes were installed for 
the authority's projects as well as for the other economic and social projects 
for a total of 162-274 kilometers, making the rate of completion 125.7 percent. 


--Completion of the work of constructing and installing 10 new reservoirs in 
the different locations with a total storage capacity of 440,000 gallons. 


--The new automated pumping station that includes eight pumps and a one- 
megawatt electric generator along with the attendant equipment, structures, 
and networks was completed on the isthmus of Khormaksar. A booster station 
at(' Ataq) was also completed, and a number of new and previously-dug wells 
were equipped with new pumping units. 


--Completion of the construction of two buildings for the branch officers ‘of 
Public Water Authority, the al-Mukalla project, and the ("Ataq) water project 
and warehouses for them. Moreover, three workshops have been completed on 
the premises of the authority at Shaykh 'Uthman, as was a workshop in 
al-Shihr. 


Various types of pipe, structures, and electromechanical and operating equip- 
ment as well as work tools and materials for all the projects being 
implemented were supplied. Moreover, within the investment plan a number of 
engineering studies were done and plans drawn up for a large group of pro- 
jects scheduled in the plan or for those new projects to be included in the 
plan in succeeding years. 


The situation is similiar for projects based on requests from local 
authorities in the governorates, the most important being: 


--Completion of the engineering survey for the (Lab'us) water project. 


--Completion of the engineering survey and detailed plans and bid documents 
for the Saywun and neighbouring areas water project. 


62 











--The 


--The 


Amsarah -(al-Wadi')project. 
al-Kawd water project. 


Dara'-al-Nuqub water project. 


> Hadibah water project. 


Khulaqah water project. 


Jabal Harir water project. 


The completed projects 


During the year 1983, eight projects were completed and opened as part of the 
investment plan on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the revolution, 
the 5th anniversary of the foundation of the Yemeni Socialist Party and the 
l6th anniversary of independance, as follows: 


--The 


building and warehouse project for the public Water Authority branch in 


the governorate of Hadramawt. 


--The 


--The 


--The 


--The 


--The 


--The 


--The 


new booster station project on the isthmus of Khormaksar. 
first stage of the ('Ataq) water supply project. 

(Dhi Wadam) water project in Radfan. 

Bayhan water project. 

building and reservoir project for (‘Ataq). 

Ji'ar water project. 


Qaryat (al-Mammed) project. 


Furthermore, the al-Ghayzah water project, which was anticipated for the 
beginning of the year, became operational in the 4th quarter of '@3 due to 
some difficulties. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


FINANCE MINISTRY DISCUSSES NEW BUDGET 
Riyadh TIJARAT RIYAD in Arabic No 268, Apr 84 pp 18-21 


[Article: "Statement by the Ministry of Finance and National Economy: The 
Domestic Economy in Light of the Budget and Future Expectations" | 


[Text] The Ministry of Finance and National Economy has issued a statement 
describing the course of the domestic economy in light of last year's budget 
and budget expectations for the new fiscal year, in accordance with the con- 
tents of the general budget of the government. The statement described a 
number of positive indices which were realized under the last budget in 
spite of the drop in petroleum revenues; that was matched by constant growth 
in the productivity of the "non-petroleum" sectors and a record rise in do- 
mestic product through the local sector, which is supported by government 
loans and aid. In addition, this sector has reached good levels of reliance 
on intrinsic resources, and no rise occurred in the rate of inflation, while 
a relative decline was recorded in the cost of living. 


Herewith is the text of the Finance Ministry's economic statement: 


The Ministry of Finance and National Economy is pleased to present the gov- 
ernment budget for the fiscal year 1984-85, which went into effect on l 
Rajab 1404, coinciding with 2 April 1984. Herewith is a summary review of 
the most important contents of the statements and reports of the new budget: 


First: In accordance with the royal decree issued approving this budget, the 
government's revenues for the new fiscal year 1984-85 have been estimated at 
214.1 billion (two hundred fourteen billion one hundred million) riyals. 
Allocations to expenditures have been estimated at 260 billion (two hundred 
sixty billion) riyals, with the difference between revenues and expendi- 
tures, totalling 45.9 billion (forty-five billion nine hundred million) ri- 
yals, to be financed out of the general government reserve. 


Second: The results of the execution of the budget for the fiscal year that 
has ended, 1983-84, were as follows: 
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A. Revenues: 


The government's approved revenues in the budget that has ended were esti- 
mated ac 225 billion (two hundred twenty-five billion) riyals, but the a- 
mount actually obtained during the year came to 187,320,000,000 (one hundred 
eighty-se en billion three hundred twenty million) riyals, that is, approxi- 
mately 17 (seventeen) percent less than had been estimated, because petro- 
1eum export: vere lower than had been estimated. 


B. Expenditures: 


Actual expenditures at the end of the fiscal year 1983-84 came to 222,32 
billion (two hundred twenty-two billion three hundred twenty million) ri- 
yals, which was about 16 (sixteen) percent less then the authorized budget 
expenditures. 


In the course of the year that has ended, government agencies cooperated to 
guide actual spending and particularly to limit administrative expenditures. 
The difference between expenditures and revenues was financed by drawdowns 
from the government general reserve, in accordance with the general budget 
decree. 


In the area of loans which lending institutions offered directly to citi- 
zens, these funds provided a total of 16.56 billion (sixteen billion five 
hundred sixty million) riyals in the fiscal year that has ended, 1983-84; 
thus their total commitments from their establishment to the end of the fis- 
cal year that has ended have come to 148.95 billion (one hundred forty- 
eight billion nine hundred fifty million) riyals. 


Total payments to government organizations and companies by the General In- 
vestment Fund, which offers financing for projects and investments these 
organizations (the SABIC company, the Petromin Organization and Saudia Air- 
lines) carry out, came to 7,867,000,000 (seven billion eight hundred sixty 
seven million) riyals in the fiscal year that has ended. Thus the total 
invested in organization projects by the General Investment Fund comes to 
74,385,000,000 (seventy-four billion three hundred eight-five million) ri- 
yals. Of this the sum of 55,167,000,000 (fifty-five billion one hundred six- 
ty-seven million) riyals had been disbursed by the end of the fiscal year 
1983-84, The remainder will be disbursed as the projects progress. 


These loans, in addition to the various incentives and subsidies the govern- 
ment has provided, directly and indirectly, helped enable the private sector 
to expand in various sectors of production and services and to establish its 
own facilities, and it is now in its power to rely on its intrinsic resour- 
ces to a greater degree than was the case some years ago. 


D [sic]. The general economic situation: 


On the basis of General Statistics Department data, the domestic economy, in 
the non-petroleum sectors, recorded real growth estimated at about 5 percent 
in the fiscal year that has ended. The attainment of this rate was an indi- 
cator reflecting the solidity of the domestic economy and its capacity for 
real growth and expansion in the gross production of goods and services, 
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Perhaps the most important achievement indicated by the estimates of natio- 
nal income figures is the constant increase in the private sector's share of 
real gross domestic product, since its share rose from just 25 (twenty-five) 
percent in 1973-74 to more than 52 (fifty-two) percent in the year that has 
ended, 1983-84, palpably reflecting the degree to which the private sector's 
contribution to economic development has grown on the one hand and the ex- 
tent of the growth of the private sector itself on the other. 


According to estimates issued by the General Department of Statistics, ano- 
ther significant economic index realized in the course of the year was the 
continued decline in the rate of inflation and cost of living, since the 
annual rate of inflation did not rise in the last year, but continued to 
show no increase. In other words, the inflation rate was zero in the year 
that has ended, whereas it had been 4 (four) percent in the previous year, 
1982-83. In addition, the cost of living index registered a drop of half a 
percent as compared with an increase of 1 percent last year, meaning that 
real incomes of individuals and companies actually increased. 


The increase in cash liquidity (money in circulation) came to 4 to 5 percent 
and loans offered by commercial banks to the private sector increased by an 
estimated 18 percent in the year that has ended, 1984-85. Private sector 
deposits with commercial banks increased by 5.3 percent, and the total as- 
sets of Saudi banks increased by 3.8 percent. These indices show the devel- 
opment of the banking sector in the kingdom and the strength of its finan- 
cial status and ability to grow and expand. 


Regarding the course of foreign trade, it is estimated that the trade sur- 
plus at the end of the year that has ended will come to 34.85 billion (thir- 
ty-four billion eight hundred fifty million) riyals, and the value of in- 
ports of commodities and goods is estimated at 127.45 billion (one hundred 
twenty-seven billion four hundred fifty million) riyals, a drop of about 
5.65 percent from the previous year, 1982-83. The United States, Western 
Europe and Japan received 62 percent of the kingdom's total exports and 75 
percent of its total imports. The share of foodstuffs and fodder came to 12 
percent of total imports. The proportion of building and construction equip- 
ment came to 17 percent, the share of machinery, equiment and transportation 
equipment came to 40 percent, 7 percent was for clothes and textiles, and 24 
percent was for diverse goods. 


An important indicator was realized as regards imports, whose share of total 
actual gross domestic demand dropped from 62.4 percent last year, 1982-83, 
to 59.9 percent in the year that has ended, 1983-84, proving that the domes- 
tic economy is now able to meet a greater proportion of the country's re- 
quirements from its local resources. 


As regards the current balance of payments account, the net deficit at the 
end of the fiscal year that has ended, 1983-84, will come to the equivalent 
of 38 billion (thirty-eight billion) riyals, which has been covered in full 
by the government's hard currency reserves. It is worth pointing out in this 
regard that the year that has ended witnessed a flow of domestic capital 
from abroad into the country estimated at about 20 billion riyals. This mo- 
ney will help increase the domestic sector's contribution to the attainment 
of domestic economic development. 
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Third: The expenditures for the new fiscal year, on the basis of the main 
categorization of expenditures that follows, are the authorized allocations 
to the sectors in the budget for the new fiscal year 1984-85. 


1. The sector of education: 


This sector includes the Ministry of Education, the General Department of 
Girls’ Education and the universities. Allocatiuns to it come to 30.46 bil- 
lion (thirty billion four hundred sixty million) riyals as compared with the 
money actually disbursed in the fiscal year that has ended, 1983-84, which 
came to 24.7 billion (twenty-four billion seven hundzed million) riyals. 


2. The sector of social development: 


This includes the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Labor and Social Af- 
fairs, the General Department of Youth Care and the Ministry of Information. 
Allocations to this sector come to 18.08 billion (eighteen billion eighty 
million) riyals, as compared with the money actually disbursed in the fiscal 
year that has ended, 1983-84, which came to 14.14 billion (fourteen million 
one hundred forty million) riyals. 


3. The sector of basic installations: 


This consists of the Royal Commission for al-Jubayl and Yanbu’ and the Min- 
istry of Public Works and Housing. Allocations to it come to 9.83 billion 
(nine billion eight hundred thirty million) riyals, as compared with the 
money actually disbursed in the fiscal year that has ended, which came to 
9.38 billion (nine billion three hundred eighty million) riyals. 


4. The municipal services sector: 


Allocations to the budget of the municipalities and water departments in the 
new fiscal year come to 17.46 billion (seventeen thousand four hundred sixty 
million) riyals, as compared with 11.13 billion (eleven billion one hundred 
thirty million) riyals, the ac. al disbursements during the previous fiscal 
year. 


5. The transport and communications sector: 


This includes the Ministry of Communications, the General Railway Organiza- 
tion, the Ministry of Telegraph, Post and Telephone, the General Department 
of Civil Aviation and the General Ports Organization. The allocations to 
this sector in the new budget come to 33.63 billion (thirty-three billion 
six hundred thirty million) riyals. Actual disbursements to the various ele- 
ments in this sector came to 22.19 billion (twenty-two billion one hundred 
ninety million) riyals in the fiscal year that has ended. 


6. The economic resources development sector: 
This sector comprises the Ministry of Agriculture and Water, the Minister of 


Petroleum and Mineral Resources, the Ministry of Industry and Electricity, 
the Ministry of Commerce, the General Organization for Grain Silos and Flour 
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Mills and the General Salt Water Desalination Organization. Total alloca- 
tions in the new budget to these bodies come to 17.56 billion (seventeen 
billion five hundred sixty million) riyals, as compared with the sum of 16.4 
billion (sixteen billion four hundred million) riyals actually disbursed in 
the fiscal year that has ended. 


This sector also comprises allocations to the electricity sector, which was 
granted the sum of 8.65 billion (eight billion six hundred fifty million) 
riyals, as the total costs to which commitment can be made in the new fiscal 
year; of this, the sum of 3.19 billion (three billion one hundred ninety 
million) riyals were allocated for disbursement in the new year. 


7. The military security sectors: 


Allocations to these sectors come to a total of 79.9 billion (seventy-nine 
billion nine hundred million) riyals. 


8, Local subsidies: 


The local subsidies, agricultural subsidies, subsidies to electric compa- 
nies, social security aid, subsidies to sporting clubs and private schools, 
subsidies for foodstuffs and imported fodder and subsidies for the purchase 
of local wheat listed in the new budget come to 10,525,000,0900 (ten billion 
five hundred twenty-five million) riyals. 


9, Allocations for domestic lending: 


The sun ot 16 billion (sixteen billion) riyals has been allocated in the new 
budget to lending funds. This is similar to the allocations made in last 
year's budget to the specialized lending funds for the purpose of providing 
medium- and long-range loans to support various agricultural, real estate 
and industrial activities in the private sector, to encourage it to continue 
investments and form productive domestic capital. It is to be noted that 
these credits do not include the allocations which are expected to be ob- 
tained as a result of the payment of previous loans when they mature during 
the y#ar, since these receipts will be used alongside the authorizations 
made in the new year to handle financing activity during the new year. 


Sixth [sic]: Projects 


It is worth pointing out that new development projects and programs whose 
total costs are estimated at 44,712,000,000 riyals will be established dur- 
ing the new fiscal year. These projects include new drinking water systems, 
water desalination plants, sewers, the paving and illumination of new sec- 
tions in all towns and villages, the improvement and development of other 
municipal secvices, university buildings, social care houses, sports cen- 
ters, new buildings for schools for boys and girls, new silos for storing 
wheat, new road systems, the expansion of electricity systems and generating 
plants. 


The money that will be disbursed on all projects combined in the new fiscal 


year is estimated at about 111,693,000,000 (one hundred eleven billion six 
hundred ninety-three million) riyals, or about 43 percent. 
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The details of some of the other sections of the budget which involve the 
abovenentioned sectors are as follows: 


A. Employment positions: The number of civilian positions approved in the 
budget for the year 1983-84 totalled 304,790 (three hundred four thousand 
seven hundred ninety); 24,350 (twenty-four thousand three hundred fifty) new 
positions were created for the following sectors, including the following: 


Education: 3,520 (three thousand five hundred twenty), for the purposes of 
opening 860 (eight hundred sixty) new schools and adding 5,370 (five thou- 
sand three hundred seventy) new classrooms to existing schools. 


Health: 16,500 (sixteen thousand five hundred) positions, for the purpose of 
starting the operation of 16 (sixteen) new hospitals and 130 (one hundred 
thirty) health centers, opening five health centers and increasing the nun- 
ber of beds and clinics in existing hospitals. 


Social affairs: 540 positions. 
Municipal affairs: 470 positions. 


The general total of allocations to Chapter One sections cane to 53,720 bil- 
lion (fifty three billion seven hundred twenty million) riyals, that is, an 
increas2 of 11 percent over the actual disbursement of the fiscal year that 
has ended. 


3B. Operating expenses: The general total of allocations for administrative 
operating (Chapter Two) expenses came to 17.7 billion (seventeen billion 
seven hundred million) riyals as comparad with 17.12 billion (seventeen bil- 
lion one hundred twenty million) riyals in the past fiscal year, that is, an 
increase of 3 percent over the actual spending on this type of axpenditure 
made the fiscal year that has ended, 


C. Expenses of operating and maintaining public installations: Chapter Three 
in the budget is concerned with authorized expenditures for operating, main- 
taining and administering public installations and basic facilities. The sun 
of 29.1 billion (twenty-nine billion one hundred million) riyals has been 
allocated, which is 24 percent greater than the money actually disbursed in 
the y2ar that has anded, 1983-84. 


In concluding this statement, the ministry would like to point out that it 
is expected that the general spending progran approved in the new budget 
will express a real growth of around 7 (seven) percent at the end of the new 
fiscal year, 1984-85, in gross domestic product in the non-petroleum sec- 
tors. The rate of growth of the money supply may be around 14 (fourteen) 
percent. Imports of goods and commodities may grow by about 5 (five) per- 
cent. The anticipated increase in the rate of economic growth over its level 
in the fiscal year that has ended, 1983-84, may be attributed to the proba- 
ble increase in govermnent expenditures, for which sums approximately 17 
(seventeen) percent greater than those actually disbursed in the past year 
have been authorized. It may also be attributed to the expected expansion in 


the investment activity of the private sector in the industrial and 
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agricultural fields. This also explains the expected increase in imports of 
goods and services. 


The ministry hopes that this budget, like its predecessor, will be a clear 
program complementing the course of the construction of the modern domestic 
economy in which the agencies of the infrastructure and the productive base 
will join forces, with the human and material resources available, and will 
become immersed in the deep cultural heritage with the goal of realizing the 
broad purposes and hopes of all the citizens, to which his majesty the king 
and his crown prince devote full attention and care. 


God is behind man's intentions. 


Expenditures of the New Fiscal Year 


The education sector 30.46 billion riyals 
Social development 18.08 billion riyals 
Basic facilities 9.83 billion riyals 
Municipal services 17.46 billion riyals 
Transport and communications 23.63 billion riyals 
Development of economic resources 17.56 billion riyals 
The military and security sectors 79.9 billion riyals 
Local subsidies 10,525,000,000 riyals 
Allocations for domestic lending 16 billion riyals 
Projects 44,712,000,000 riyals 


The creation of 24,350 new employment positions for the sectors of 
education, health and social and municipal affairs. 


Lending to the citizens: 16.56 billion. 


The general financing of projects and investments: 7,867,000,000. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


MONETARY FUND'S REPORT ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENTS IN 1982-83 
Riyadh TIJARAT AL-RIYAD in Arabic No 268, Apr 84 pp 22-25 
[Article: “Annual Report of the Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority" ] 


[Text] The Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority has issued a press statement on 
the occasion of the presentation of the 2lst annual report to the Saudi 
monarch, King Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz. The statement has described in overall 
form the most important economic developments contained in the report for 
the fiscal year 1982-83, which is the third year of the third development 
plan, and the most prominent economic developments which have arisen for the 
first time since then. It pointed out that the Saudi economy in the course 
of its development has gone through three distinctive stages which contri- 
buted to the construction of the firm foundations of balanced growth over 
the long tern. 


During these stages, most of the infrastructure projects in various sectors 
were completed. The various areas of the kingdom were linked together by 
effective systems of overland, marine and c routes and telecommunications 
systems. The amount of electric power increased at high rates, and education 
and health services experienced noteworthy development. Private sector acti- 
vity evolved and the rate of its contribution to gross domestic product in- 
creased. The banking system became a nationwide one, and its branches became 
spread out over various areas of the kingdom. The value of the Saudi riyal 
domestically and abroad was bolstered, the sectors of commerce and industry 
flourished, and their productive capacity grew. 


With the advent of 1982-83, the domestic economy entered the fourth stage of 
its continuous development. 


Rates of Growth 


The statement pointed out that fiscal year 1982-83 marks the start of the 
fourth stage; the rate of non-oil growth that year has been estimated at 7.2 
percent, while the rate of real growth of domestic private non-oil sector 
product came to 11.2 percent, and all sectors realized an increase in their 
growth rate except for the building and construction sector. 











Various factors combined forces to support the private sector, including an 
increase of 2.4 percent in government spending in local currency, in addi- 
tion to unremitting government support and encouragement of the private sec- 
tor, the facilities the commercial banks and funds offer it, and other fac- 
tors and incentives. 


In the field of money, banks and prices, the statement showed that total 
money in circulation recorded a moderate rate of growth of 12.5 percent as 
compared with a rate of growth of 10.3 percent in the supply of goods and 
services. This indicates that the rate of growth of money was in keeping 
with the demand for it, which helped the stability of prices. Among the 
factors which helped this stability was the drop of 2.7 percent in the 
prices of imports as a result of the drop in the rates of inflation in the 
countries with which the kingdom deals commercially, and the improvement in 
the exchange rate of the riyal vis-a-vis certain main currencies and special 
drawing rights had its positive effect in this regard. 


It pointed out that the total assets and liabilities of commercial banks 
rose by 17.3 percent, totalling 138.1 billion riyals, and their total capi- 
tal and reserves rose to 8.5 billion riyals, or 28.7 percent. The increase 
in the banks' activities was reflected in the figures and activities of the 
three clearing houses, in Jiddah, Riyadh and al-Dammam; the number of checks 
which were cleared increased by 29 percent, coming to 3 million, with a 
ralue of about 1,544,000,000 riyals. The spread of commercial bank branches 
in the various areas of the kingdom increased; as a result, the number of 
operating branches came to 474, including seasonal branches. 


Lending Institutions 


Specialized lending institutions continued their services of developing the 
various productive sectors. The total value of the loans they paid out in 
the course of 1982-83 came to about 26.5 billion riyals, a rate of increase 
of 10.2 percent over last year. Thus, the accumulated value of their loans 
rose to 151 billion riyals, while total payments came to 4.3 billion riyals. 
It is expected that these payments will increase in the future, alleviating 
dependence on the general budget. 


The Balance of Payments Surplus 


The statement stressed that the balance of trade for 1982-83 showed a drop 
in axport receipts of 42.9 percent, from 229 billion to 193.7 billion ri- 
yals, and an increase in imports of 9.3 percent, from 105.5 billion to 115.3 
billion riyals. The balance of services and remittances also showed an in- 
crease, in service receipts, of 24 percent, along with a decline of 14.9 
percent in payments from this account. Although total payments in the cur- 
rent account were 19 billion riyals greater than revenues for that year, the 
overall balance of payments showed a surplus of 8.9 billion riyals because 
of the flow of private sector money returning to the country. 











Roads and Communications 


In the area of transport and communications, the statement mentioned that 
new paved roads with a total length of 2,248 kilometers and agricultural 
roads with a total length of 5,617 kilometers were added to the total roads 
in the kingdom in 1982-83. Thus the total length of roads of both types in 
the kingdom came to 64,299 kilometers, which is four times the length of the 
roads at the start of the first development plan. 


It added that telephone services have become prevalent in around 385 towns 
and villages, and total telephone lines come to 807,318. The number of telex 
lines has risen to 16,044, and the capacity of telephone and telex exchanges 
has risen to about 1,150,431 lines, as compared with 841,880 last year, an 
increase of 36.7 percent. 


Postal services have also witnessed continuous improvement, and a number of 
post office buildings have been constructed in diverse areas of the kingdon. 
The number of offices rose to 586 by the end of 1982-83. 


The number of piers in the kingdom's ports rose to 121 by that date. The 
five main ports in the kingdom received about 90,036 vessels, and the total 
weight of cargoes (non-oil cargoes) handled on these piers came to 
7,304,000,000 tons loaded. 


The number of airports operating in the kingdom came to 34, of which three 
are international, in Riyadh, Jiddah and Dhahran. The new King Khaiid Inter- 
national Airport (Riyadh) started operating, and work is now underway on 
construction of a new international airport in Dhahran. The international 
airports offered services to about 10.5 million passengers on domestic 
flights and 7.6 million passengers on international flights, as well as 
241.4 million kilograms of cargo in 1982, for rates of increase of 11.3, 
11.7 and 41.9 percent, respectively. The capacity of non-international air- 
ports increased by 12.5 percent. 


The statement discussed the progress the sector of agriculture realized du- 
ring the third development plan. It pointed out that the real rate of growth 
of value added to this sector came to about 10 percent in 1982-83 as con- 
pared with 6 percent during the 2 preceding years. This sector grew at a 
rate of 3.6 percent in the first development plan and 5.4 percent in the 
second. Wheat production now covers three quarters of local consumption re- 
quirements, as compared with one quarter of these requirements last year, 
and fruit, egg, chicken, milk and livestock production made noteworthy in- 
creases during the years of the third plan. 


In the realm of industry, the total number of industrial permits by October 
1982 came to about 2,689, granted to factories whose total capital came to 
112.3 billion riyals. The number of factories which actually started produc- 
tion came to 1,511, and 514 plants are being constructed. It is expected 
that the remaining plants will be built in the near future. 








Electricity and Cement 


Cement production rose to 8.1 million tons in 1983, or by 14 percent, and 
the volume of electricity capacity sold to about 1.2 million users rose to 
26.6 billion kilowatt hours, an increase of 23 percent. Industrial consump- 
tion's share of that came to 38 percent. This increase can be attributed to 
the subsidies and generous facilities the government offers to industries in 
general. That is apparent from the rise in the accumulated value of the 
loans the Industrial Development Fund has paid out, to about 7.5 billion 
riyals up to the end of 1982-83. 


SABIC Begins Producing 


Production has started in four SABIC projects, including two plants to pro- 
duce steel rods and two others for fertilizer and methanol. Work is underway 
intensively on its six other projects; it is expected that four of them will 
start operating in 1984 and 1985, and the other two in 1986. 


The government has started to carry out its program calling for most of 
SABIC's projects to be transferred to the private sector with the offering 
of company shares whose value will come to 2 billion riyals for public sub- 
scription. 


During the year, the operation of the gas plant started, at a capacity of 
1.51 billion standard cubic feet, as did the operation of the gas fractiona- 
tion plants in Yanbu’ and al-Ju'ayhah, producing ethane, propane and butane 
gases and natural gasoline for local requirements and export, and refining 
capacity to cope with increasing local demand rose. 


The Opening of the Gold Mine 


The process of drilling and exploring for sources of mineral wealth also is 
underway in numerous areas of the kingdom. In April 1983, the Mahd al-Dhahab 
mine, which will produce gold, silver, copper and zinc, was opened. 


The Development of Education 


The statement addressed itself to the development of education in the king- 
dom, pointing out that 880 new schools, institutes and faculties were added 
to existing educational institutions in 1982-83; thus the total number of 
such institutions rose to about 10,035, and the total number of male and 
female students at various educational levels rose to about 1.8 million. The 
ratio of students to the total population came to about 20 percent, which is 
a good proportion. 


Alongside general education, the government is devoting increasing attention 
to technical and vocational training to meet the requirements of industry 
and trade, since there are five occupational schools, four technical insti- 
tutes for industrial training, eight commercial secondary schools, two high- 
er institutes for financial and commercial sciences, and a model agricultur- 
al institute, in addition to 21 vocational training centers. 
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In the area of health facilities, the number of beds in Ministry of Health 
hospitals came to 14,333, a rate of increase of 9.7 percent in 1982-83. The 
number of doctors and male and female nurses also rose, to 20,777, and 
health facilities will witness further support in the execution of third 
plan projects. 


Social Care and Insurance 


In the area of social care and labor, efforts which were aimed at improving 
work circunstances, providing safety equipment, organizing labor bills and 
establishing new labor offices which will look after these matters continued 
to be made. Social centers which offer their services to various areas of 
the kingdom, social care homes, and centers for the accreditation of the 
disabled are being bolstered, the number of social insurance payments in 
1982-83 came to about 1.54 billion riyals, the number of workers registered 
in the social insurance system came to 2,275,839 and the number of facili- 
ties to 10,012 in 1982, and the average monthly payments to insured persons 
in the past 10 years increased two and a half times over, from 933 in 1973 
to 2,498 in 1982. 


The statement also discussed housing and construction development, pointing 
out that continuous efforts have been made to provide suitable housing fur- 
nished with municipal utilities and services for citizens through numerous 
projects, including urgent housing and public housing projects, construction 
development projects and the work the private sector does with direct sup- 
port from the Real Estate Development Fund, whose total loans came to about 
8,318,000,000 riyals in 1982-83. The total cumulative value of loans up to 
that date came to 56 billion riyals. 


Private Sector Accomplishments 


The statement concluded that the various economic sectors in the kingdon, 
especially the private non-oil sector, realized good results in 1982-83, in 
spite of the cutback in government spending. The encouragement incentives 
which the government offered the private sector, in addition to the intrin- 
sic capability this sector has acquired and the return of capital from a- 
broad, have had a conspicuous effect on these results. It is expected that 
the economy will continue to realize good rates of growth in the near fu- 
ture, thanks to the government's determination to continue to play its posi- 
tive role in the process of developing the economy and diversifying its pro- 
ductive base through the use of planning for the resources available and 
support for the private sector, to provide more productive investments. Thus 
it will be possible for the kingdom to look forward to the future with secu- 
rity and confidence. 


Stages of the Development of the Economy 


The statement reviewed the three stages the Saudi economy has gone through 
in the course of its development. It pointed out that the first phase star- 
ted with the unification of the country in 1933 and ended with the success- 
ful application of the stabilization and stability program in 1960. This was 
the longest and hardest of the three stages, because it was characterized by 








a dearth of resources. However, the discovery of oil in 1938 led to the 
provision of the fiscal resources to help move the wheel of economic devel- 
opment forward, though it was not adequate at that time for building the 
bases of the infrastructure which the country had been lacking. Nonetheless, 
through perseverence, it was possible to realize many achievements in this 
period. The government system was 2stablished to lead the process of devel- 
opment. 


Thought began to be given to some industrial and agricultural projects. The 
Saudi Arabian Monetary Authority was established in October 1952 and re- 
formed the monetary system. The government's revenues rose from 25 million 
riyals (about $7 million) in 1938 to 1.6 billion riyals ($351 million) in 
1960, at a compound annual rate of 20 percent, and gross domestic product 
rose to about 7 billion riyals ($1.6 billion). The second stage took 13 
years, from 1960 to 1972-73. 


Juring this period, the Saudi riyal becane a convertible currency, after the 
kingdom agreed, in March 1961, to commit itself to this, in accordance with 
Article Eight of the International Monetary Fund Agreement. The Bank Over- 
sight Statute was issued in June 1966, helping rgulate and guide the banking 
system and support and codify its services. 


This stage witnessed the start of the first development plan, in 1970-71. 
The governnent directed maximum attention to infrastructure and agriculture 
and industry development projects. Helping achieve this was the rise in the 
magnitude of government revenues during that period to 15.3 billion riyals 
($3.9 billion). The real rate of growth of gross domestic product came to 11 
percent a year, and the domestic product of the non-oil sector registered an 
annual rate of 8 percent. 


The statement pointed out that the third stage extended from 1974 to 198i- 
82. During that period, government revenues rose to their highest level, 
coming to 368 billion riyals ($107.8 billion), which helped secure the foun- 
dations of basic facilities in the various farflung areas of the kingdon, 
which comes to 2.2 million square kilometers in area. During this stage, the 
rate of annual growth of public revenues cane to 42 percent, the real rate 
of growth of gross domestic product to 8 percent, and the real rate of 
growth of gross domestic non-oil product to 14 percent. 


The Transition Stage 


The economy has entered a new transition stage in which it has been furn- 
ished with competent intrinsic elements, the productive capacity of the pri- 
vate sector has risen and the economy has become rich in resources and deve- 
loped in terms of all the ingredients of modern life, while adhering to 
inherited Islamic values, customs and traditions. 


The statement asserted that with the start of the fourth modern stage, in 
1983, the Saudi economy resumed its normal anticipated course, even though 
the levels of economic growth were below corresponding levels in previous 
Stages because of the drop in governnent revenues. However, it is expected 
that the non-oil sector will continue to realize satisfactory growth rates, 














since the infrastructure facilities have been granted abundant investments 
in the past three development plans. The strategy of the fourth plan has 
concentrated on the goal of developing income sources, guiding spending, 
supporting the role of the private sector and increasing education, health 
and maintenance services. 
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PROMINENT TUDEH IDEQLOGUE, LEADER CRITICIZES MARXISM 


GF181030 Tehran KEYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 20 May 84 p 6 


lelevision confession by Tudeh Party ideologue, Ehsan Tfabari, troadcast on 


ranian first network on 19 May] 


L 


[Text] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate 

Respected viewers, what I, Ehsan Tabari, lave written is i two parts. Ln 
the tirst part I gave my opinions about the Iudeh Party, my lite and my work 
in this party. I mentioned the reasons for the change in my way of thinking 
and criticized Marxism. I mentioned some aspects of Marxism in the form of 

criticisms and now, I present the second part to the respected viewers. As 

I had previously mentioned, because I have suffered a stroke, I cannot speak 
fluently, so I am obliged to read what I have to say. 


» begin with, IL offer my warmest greetings to the great leader and founder 
of the Islamic Republic, the imam of ummah and to the people of Iran who are 
serving in the war fronts and under the banner of islam and with sacrificing 


Spirit. 
[will continue my criticism of Marxism. [| will also mention that l have written 
my critical views of Marxism and they will be published soon. In this book 

how the baselessnessof the Marxist claims in various dimensi 


Marx foresaw the occurrence of revolution in Western European countries and 

he said that until a revolution does not occur in the first class European 
yuntries, it is impossible that underdeveloped countries could victoriously 

revolt and persevere. In the 1880's, Marx foresaw that 50 years would be 
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necessary for the maturing of the ground work for revolution to be lai 
prediction did not come true. 


Lenin began a revolution in Eastern Europe and, as opposed to Marx, said that 
revolution was possible within the weak links of capitalism. In Lenin's 
pinion, revolution is the result of he activities of a small and disciplined 


party which works clandestinely thereby taking away power from the ruling 


De This method later became the basis for the work of the Communist 








The difference of opinion between Marx, who was aware of the maturing of condi- 
tions in developed countries, and that of Lenin who was searching for weak 
links, clarify two different opinions. In spite of Lenin's success, revolution 
in the atmosphere of a country which was not developed, brought a series of 
serious defects for socialism, the fate of which is still being questioned. 


This revolution, in the particular conditions of Russia, was not able to solve 
the problems of a large government. The best example of that was Stalin's 
gaining of power. He ruled for 30 years and committed great crimes both within 
and without the USSR. After the death of Stalin and as a result of these 
consequences, a number of countries like China, Albania, Romania, and North 
Korea separated from the USSR and severe social crises took place in Hungary, 
Democratic Germany, Czechoslovakia and Poland. There is no doubt that these 
setbacks caused socialism to change and caused the standard of living and demo- 
cratic rights to retreat but the crises of socialist societies did not end. 
Lenin, from the point of view of personality, knowledge and political method, 
differed tremendously from Stalin but at the time of Lenin, work revolved 
around a single party and the limitation of democracy and provided all of those 
conditions for a politics of domination within and without (the USSR). 


In recent years, two events have occurred in our region a comparison of which 
(even though they are not comparable) will point out the differences between 
Marxism and Islam in the area of revolution. One is the Islamic Revolution 
in Iran and the other is the Marxist coup d'etat in Afghanistan. 


Tn the Islamic Revolution of Iran, the shah's regime and his imperialist 
Supporters were severely criticized by the people. The basic force of criti- 
cism and struggle were the resistant Muslims. They were chased, tortured and 
killed by SAVAK. 


In addition to the struggle of the Muslims, there were liberals and Communists 
who expressed their criticisms in various groups. 


Communists--like the dissolved Tudeh Party--acted from outside the country. 
When the revolution occurred, it quickly became clear that the Muslim resis- 
tance fighters under the leadership of Imam Khomeyni had great influence upon 
the thoughts and action of the people. With the leadership of the imam, 
unarmed people fought against a regime armed to the teeth. By accepting all 
of the suffering and losses, so that gradually the mountain of ice of the 
regime melted, the shah fled the country. Imam returned from exile. 


The revolution, millions of triumphant people, began the construction of their 
desired system. Liberals and Communists were gradually disclosed over the 
years of the Islamic Revolution. In reality there were a force of friction 
and deviation within the revolution and they were not in favor of the revolu- 
tion. The Islamic Revolution was a popular revolution in the total sense. 

it gained victory in a comprehensive and complete way under the flag of Islam, 
under the leadership of Imam Khomeyni and in the name of martyrdom and sacri- 
fice. 








In Afghanistan, the people played no role in the so-called revolution. The 
revolution, in reality, was not a revolution, but rather a military coup 
d'etat of the Communist Party. Quickly two sections of the Communist Party 
were formed Parcham and Khalq, to the outside world, obedient but inwardly 
they were enemies. A great difference of opinion developed and the Parchamis' 
were removed from the arena. The military coup d'etat reached its second 
Stage. The Parchamis moved in through the USSk's Army and they removed the 
Khalqis from power. Hafizullah Amin was killed. inmis is one of the branches 
of the minority currents who have not the least influence but have created a 
great international headache for themselves and for the government which sup- 
ports them. 


The coup d'etat in Afghanistan, from the beginning, was put under pressure 

by the Muslim resistance forces and until today this struggle continues against 
the government forces and the USSR. The reason for this situation is that 
Marxist ideology which conspires to coerce society through a weak force was 
confronted by resistance in the Afghani Islamic society and the chaos in 
Afghanistan will not easily end. 


The compurison of the Islamic Revolution with the Marxist coup d'etat in Iran 
and Afghanistan clearly shows Marxist opinion which is that only coercion forms 
the basis and spirituality is overlooked. They openly eliminate it. 


In the history books of the USSR, tens of millions of copies of which are 
printed and also in the general and particular histories which are printed 
there, the history of mankind is divided into five stages: primitive society, 
the society of slaves, feudal society, capitalist society and socialist 
society. Even though the subject of social systems is not new, their structure 
and placing of socialist society at the end is new. What it means is whatever 
way you take, it leads to socialism. 


In this widespread and divergent world, the summarization ii things into 
five systems is a kind of dogmatic thinking. Asia, Africa the Ince and 
Aztec civilizations (in Mexico and Peru) [words indistinct] models of Rome, 
Greece, France, Italy, Germany and England were not the forerunners. Slavery 
in Greece and Rome, in particular, Rome, followed a special form because of 
the great migrations of Germanic and Slav tribes, slaves became plentiful and 
entered all areas of economic life. With the fall of Rome, the slavery ot 
whites was looked down upon. This is in no way an example for Asia. 


For instance, in Iran, slavery never resembled slavery in Rome and it was much 


more limted. Never did large ownership or feudalism run the affairs like in 
France or England because the oppressive eastern monarchial system there had 
nothing similar to that in the West. The irrigation system, in particular 
that of western Asia and in Iran had no similarities in Europe and eastern 
Asia. The special characteristics are so great that we can find new solutions 


to it wnich are, in some cases, similar but for the most part, different. 


Let us look at the contemporary world. When Marxism first came to our country, 
about 62 years ago, the trioes and small and large land-owners dominated. 
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Craftsmen and tradesmen continued it toe toe LLional bazaars. A search tor 
a struggle between the class of wor'- > apitalisis along with an anti- 
religion ideology made no sense. T : nist . rejected 

and they were never able to fox sve forward. The real struggl: 
was (:4@ cnet ca Mirza suc. iaé iia where c 7 “iS were Lslam, undependence 
and a struggle against the shah enc sse % ploited. 


With this division of history into five stages, the Marxists evaluated the 
history of the world including Iran. Events and nrersonalities were iudged 
according to this view, and great errors vere coumitted. 


For example, we will mention two history books written by USSR historians. 

The first is "Islam in Iran" written bv Petroshefski which has been translated 
into Persian, where he studies Islam in our country from the migration to the 
end of the 9th century with his lack of information about Islamic education-- 
the first requirement of which is knowledge of Arabic to be able to read the 
primary sources--he followed the Islamologists who had a particular anti- 
Islamic goal. 


He gave room for historic phenomena under rules called ‘historic materiality' 
and his lack of understanding of the spirit of Islam and Shi'ism caused 
Petroshefski's work not to appear realistic. He sives two Marxist descriptions 
forthe Arab society at the beginning of isin= 


‘ . - +] Ff € . ‘ ; 
me was the effort tor the 


organization of the tribe, patriarchy c¢- reat . of slavery in the 
hijez. The second was the belief itr *' rowth of the feudal relationship 

in such 2 ww: th: ra] ry ; ’ numing, became the religion of the 
feuds 22acders 

This same aucho n th ft mecient time to the 18th century 
writes something tazr sh 11S ignorance about Islam. On page 15U, he calls 
monotheism, Caiiy orayer ikat, fasting and the hajj principles of Islam 


J 
which is not only a mistake but a4 great error about Islamology. 


Second there is the book "The New History of Iran" written by the Russian 
writer, Ivanov. This book was translated and published by the Tudeh Party. 

I wrote the introduction for the author and his work without referring to his 
errors whereas the hook is full of them. 


For instance, Mirza Kuchek Khan who deter i independence, the establishment 
of [slam, the elimination of the monorchy snd opposed exploitation, is 
descrit ic. the followiaz wav but th: thor Ivanov, "On the other hand, 
ther2 we | | k il fe peseole. the commercial and petty bour- 
dwit! 7 ing oF the revolution, opposed land 
the revolution)." 


He praises Reza Khan who attained the throne by killing Mirza Kuchak Khan and 
9eople like him, and writes, "During the first years of the establishment of 
the Pahlavis, a series of steps were taken to the advantage of the interest 
of the bourgeoisie--feudal group and di 


im order to strenghten Iran's inde- 


pendence." 








Martyr Seyyed Hasan Modarres, who struggled mainly against Reza Khan and 
finally lost his life in this way, was called a reactionary. He writes 
"Modarres was an influential and famous reactionary at the head of the opposi- 
tion to the republic (republic was nothing but part of the English and Reza 
Khan's game). 


Ivanov includes the imam who closed the doors on the despotism of the Pahlavis 
among ‘reactionary Muslim clergymen to join the reactionary owners.' 


Islam stands before Marxism. In the Revolution of Iran, it is this very Islam 
which is the victorious flag of the movement. With the slogan of 'God is 
Greater' roaring waves of the people attained victory. This is not the Islam 
which was previously--during the monarchial rule--spoken about. The imam at 
one point said, "They have not understood Islam," because at that time, Islam 
did not have the polish of real brilliancy and it was not able to express all 
of its truths. But in just over four years since this revolution, Islam has 
been recognized and the people who with great love follow it, attained their 
yearnings with this Islam. The unity, solidarity and the great desire of the 
great majority of the people in the Islamic Republic must be sought for in 
this reality. 


Under the blessed leadership of the imam, the Islamic Republic was founded. 
Islamic institutions with the vote of the majority of the people appeared. 
With every command of the imam, millions and millions of people answered, 
"Here I am." In fact, the extent of this revolution has no precedent in 
history. The amount of sacrifice, martyrdom and self-sacrifice in the war, 
the revolution and struggle--whethner from the people or from the iesponsible 
autho ities of the revolution is uncomparable. 


The religious, political and social principles of islamic Revolution like the 
leadership of the religious jurisprudents, the Islamic Republic, the Islamic 
Consultative Assembly, the struggle against world arrogance, the support for 
the deprived of society, the principle of 'Neither East nor West' were com- 
pletely supported by the people. 


The power and unbreakable quality of the Islamic Revolution is in the unity 
of the imam and the ummah--that leadership and the people. 


The principle foreign policy of the Islamic Republic is the principle of 
Neither East nor West. This principle opposes the influence and penetration 
of the Western superpower (American imperialism) and the Eastern superpower 
(the USSR). 


The Islamic Republic is struggling at one and the same time in the region 
with American imperialism in Israel, Lebanon, and iraq and the USSR super- 
power in Afghanistan and Iraq. 


The very strong will of the nation--which is full of religious faith--is 


necessary to confront the two superpowers--each one of which has multiple 
roots in the world--and struggle until victory. 
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The principle of Neither East nor West is the firm basis of independence in 
Iran. Within the light of this principle, Islamic Iran has opeiied a new 
chapter in the history of this country and the world. From the very beginning 
it has been an object of fear for the East and the West. They are afraid that 
the effect of this brand of politics in the oppressed world will cause their 
spheres of influence to diminish. 


The people of Iran are dissatisfied with the USSR's politics. Historically 
the USSR has many times acted against its desires. 


For instance, let us look at the coming to power of Reza Khan. Reza Khan was 
a servant of English imperialism but he was not able to make his rule last 
without the support of the USSR. Dependent Iranians and the treacherous 
Pahlavi dynasty ruled over our country for 5/7 years. 


After Reza Khan, his son, Mohammad Reza, in his turn, received assistance from 
the USSR, Mohammad Reza, Farah and Ashraf were many times invited to visit 

the USSR. In the era of the Islamic Republic, the USSR has turned its atten- 
tion to equipping the criminal regime of Saddam with arms. In the recent era, 
Iraqi bombs and missiles have destroeyd Masjid-i-Suleiman, Dezful, Behbahan, 
Mariwan, Sardasht, Baneh, Nahawand, Ram Hormuz and Andimeshk. Saddam, with 
the useof other weapons from large governments--among them the USSR--killed 
hundreds of defenseless and poverty-stricken people. 


As a result of the rain of these missiles, small children in schools died. 

The USSR at the beginning of the war between the aggressor--that is, Saddam 
and his Ba'thist regime--and the Islamic Republic choose to remain neutral 

and this is a support for aggression. Later this policy became more clear 

and Saddam was directly supported by the USSR. The 15 year agreements between 
Iraq and the USSR seemingly limits the arena of the use of weapons which the 
USSR sells Saddam but these are only empty words. This agreement, for 
instance, with regard to Syria against Israel is fully carried out, but in 
relation to using weapons against Iran, no warning is given to Iraq. 


In Islamic Afghanistan, the USSR deployed troops to support a system of 
government which is not based on the people. Now for some years it has been 
occupied in a war with the Muslim resistance forces. This policy has been 
denounced by even those who are not opponents of the USSR. 


In the recent activities of the Tudeh Party, the policies of the USSR were 
responsible. Spying against an Islamic and popular government is a clear 
crime. Undertaking espionage activities by a party which supposedly supports 
the USSR is another crime and one cannot close one's eyes to the unjustness 
of it. 


It is from this point of view that the people of Iran strongly reject the 

diplomacy of the Eastern superpower throughout the world. It is because of 
this that the strategic slogan, "Death to the USSR" finds its place beside 
"Death to America." 
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As a result of the changes which took place in the Tudeh Party, as we men- 
tioned in the first part of our discussion, this caused a change of my spirit 
in prison and because of that I have stepped towards Islam. 


For a person who accepts Islam, the first duty is to express beiie! in the 
One God. In order to prove the existence of God, there are many ways, some 
of which are intellectual and some are emotional. Others, at the s me Lime 
that they are intellectual are also emotional. Among these various ways, one 
of the deepest, is the way which the Holy Koran describes. [his is lo turti 
the attention of His servants to the signs and symbols which appear in the 
heavens and upon the earth and tell of a great hidden Creator and the plan 

of His gives a warning and acts as a reminder. 


In Iran, the occurrence of the Islamic Revolution, in a country fiiied with 
infidelity, filled with corruption, under the domination of a denendent 

monarchy and imperialist America and the appearance of the preparedness and 
change in the spirit of the people for the acceptance of martyrdom and self- 


sacrifice, was an unbelievable and miraculous reality which not only destroyed 


the previous dictatorship but brought awe to the world. All of the events 
after this occurrence are also examples of this building and burning of causes. 
The defeat of all governments and groups who had visions of ruling and among 


them the defeat and obliteration of the Tudeh Party, can be counted among 
these. There is a hand involved which is stronger than the hands which do 
things which others think are not possible and prevent things which they think 
are possible. These are not boundaries that normal intellects can comprehend. 
It is above this. 


In this building and burning of causes, we can see a divine manifestation as 
a divine sign, in reality, a divine rule, at the mystic peak of the martyrdom 


of the people and under the great leadership of the imam. 


The Islamic Republic not only believes that worship must be aided with 


politics, but it even gives acts of worship a political sense. PDeeds of 
worship, in a society where politics is separate from religion, are the 
private concern of a believer, a kind of preservation of faith in the best 


and purest of forms and remembrance of God. But when religion is mixed with 
the ruling ideology, worship suddenly finds a great range and chanyes the 
behavior of human beings, towards a spiritual facility for work, war, educa- 
tion and research. 


In the Islamic Republic, the act of worship itself finds an extensive politica! 
arena. The fruit of that is moral and social elevation and the appearan:e 
of a commitment and the guarantee of the believers to themselves and to the 


leadership of the religious jurisprudents. This gives a religious dimension 
to society where neither are places of worship separate from politics, not 

are politics separate from places of worship. The Islamic Republic because 

of this kind of spiritual supervision and its distinguishing characteristic, 
can claim that it has conquered the hearts of the people and with its commands 
they listen with all of their being. Marxist ideology can never attain such 

a position in any country and this is something which will be proven in the 
future. 
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At the end we want to say a few words to the young people--especially to those 
who are inclined towards the left. Pay attention! Where did the work of the 
dissolved fudeh Party, finally led to after 40 years? Espionage, the estab- 
lishment of a clandestine organization, plans to destroy the Islamic Republic 
of Llran and finally defeat and destruction. This is the way of a party which 
chose isolation, conspiracy and was double-faced. A few who remain isolated 
behind closed doors whose way differs from the way of the people, will be 
obliged to go astray. 

According to historic experience, no one supported Marxism in our country. 

The study of Marxism for us--whether it be through philosophical discussions 
or through society--will have no result upon us. The first thing that Marxism 
reaches is the negation of religion. With this first blow it is all over 
because your relationship with the people who are Muslims, believers and com- 
mitted is completely cut off. Then even if you express the best of slogans, 
they do not believe you. In the previous regime, in the darkness of oppression 
and pressure from America, socialism was a false candle which was attractive 
for a few unknowing people. But with the rising of the sun of the Islamic 


+ 4 _ + ¢ A Lo sce 
Revolution, Le pecame useless. 


Let us turn to |slamic culture and sciences. The widespread culture of Islam 
has a basis tor study, learning and discussion. 


[he early scholars of Islamic philosophy offer great lessons like Farabi, 
ibn-e Sina, Sahr-e Verdi, Khajeh Nasir Tusi, ibn-e Turkah, Davani, Mir Damad, 
Mulla Sadra, Lahiji, Saozevari and many others. Among them, Sadr al-Din 
Shirazi, known as Mulla Sadra, is a first class teacher for these young 
people who want to learn early philosophy, logic and the wealth and depth of 
a philosophy which has few comparisons. In the area of Islamic philosophy, 
among the works of contemporary writers, like Allameh Tabataba'i, Martyr 
Motahhari and Mohammad Taqi J'afari and many others, great benefit can be 


attained. The reading of tens of valuable books of Martyr Morteza Motahhari, 
im patlicular, must be noted because Martyr Motahhari has expressed all of 
the Islamic ideology in his books and defended it. 


The widespread !slamic culture is not limited to philosophy. In the various 
fields written about in the past and at the present time and wherever you 
turn, there is your culture and knowledge. You are not in that foreign and 
strange atmosphere and they help you to be free from the dryness of East and 
West toxication. 


Drowning yourself in the dogmatic discussions of Marxism, being cut off from 
culture and Islamic knowledge and Iran is a sign that a person does not intend 
to be beneficial to his people and his fellow believers. There is only a very 
limited group which speaks with an unclear tongue and they are happy with the 
fact that people do not understand what they are saying. Foreign culture 
separates a person from their religions and Iranian culture. 

In the past 50 years along with colonialist policies Eastern and Western 
culture, the authenticity and reality were cut off from our spiritual life. 











In this way, they alienated us from our culture. A glance at this rich culture 
shows what we exchange, to the extent that we finally became the losers. 


For instance, in our culture, one is dutybound to become familiar with Mulla 
Sadra. For those who enjoy philosophical discussions, the most important 

and most primary section in the philosophy of Mulla Sadra is the relation 
between nature and metaphysics and he expresses this complicated issue in an 
interesting way. Materialist philosophy will separate you from the genuine 
truths by denying the principal relation between nature and metaphysics. It 
throws you out at the first stage and sends you after psychological mirages. 

It is a necessary condition for a person who wants to move and be compassionate 
with the people, to speak and think like them. 


Historic materialism expresses its opinion about society and history in such 

a way that from the very beginning any kind of unity with our people is cut 
off. The history of the class struggle can be summarized in several examples 
like the struggle of Spartacus....,..2,+.2,+.-, etc. In Shi'ism there are out- 
standing examples of people who sacrificed for God and their people but there 
is no mention of them in historic materialism. 


The people of our country not only are united through their hearts with these 
people, but as the occurrence of the Islamic Revolution and the Islamic 
Republic shows, they are prepared to succeed them. 


I took the way of Marxism from early youth until old age with great interest 
and love. I gained nothing from it. There was either treason round about 
me or confusion. No traitor attains a result and no lost person gains a 
goal. 


Marxism in theory and practice is a jewel of errors which the history of the 
Communist Party of Iran and the dissolved Tudeh Party confirm. 


Thus you young people who are interested in politics, pay attention! It 
cannot be said of the person who is speaking before you that he knows nothing 
of Marxism and that he has not seen it in practice. He followed the way of 
the dissolved Tudeh Party for 40 years. He bore many traps and punishments 
and unsaid sufferings and today speaks to you with those eyes and ears and 
words. It is great danger to take a way like Marxism. It is my duty as a 
Tudehi who is aware of the past to sound the siren. 


For young people not only is a scientific understanding of the world and 
society necessary, this generation to the same extent and perhaps even more, 
needs faith, a need which cannot be met materially but rather from spirituality 
and Islam is a religion which provides an answer. 


The conclusion which is attained is that one must walk upon a wide path where 
one is accompanied by the imam and the people. Take a way which everyone 
upon it is seeking honor, salvation and victory. 





Do not take a dead end. A dead end contains noxious insects, monstrous 
people and deceitful temperaments. Take a super highway upon which millions 
of people follow behind their leader. 


This is my heartfelt advice to you. There is hope that these words will find 
their way into your hearts, make you aware of what your religions and Iranian 
duty is, awaken you before you are trapped upon life's way, awaken you to 
take steps upon the great way towards independence, freedom, Islamic Republic 
and sacrifice. 


in general, this is the fate of all groups and parties who lack a divine 
ideology and are not based on the people, but rather independence, treason, 
espionage and at the end, destruction like the Tudeh Party, the hypocrites, 
liberals and other parties and groups colored 'right' or 'left' which are 
clear examples of that. 


Because of this principle, it is clear that the work of the hypocrites attained 
the level of spying for the USSR (in the case of Sadati) until their trans- 
formation into tools for American imperialism. 


The Holy Foran said, "And God increases in guidance those who go aright and 
ever-abiding good works are with your Lord best in recompense and best in 
yielding fruit." (verse 19, chapter 78) 


As to the way I have taken, it is full of lessons and full of thoughts which 
fill one with sorrow and regret. A long life has been wasted. There is no hope 
for this wasted garden. I turn in humility to the imam so that I not only 
seek his forgiveness for what took place but I also seek guidance for the 


future from him. 
"Except those who repent and amend and make manifest (the truth); those it 


is to whom to turn (mercifully) and I am the oft-returning (to mercy), the 
merciful." (verse 2, chapter 160) 


CSO: 4600/4625 
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PRISON JUDGE EXPLAINS CONDITIONS FOR PRISONERS RELEASE 


Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 2 June 84 p 25 


[Text] In an interview with KEYILAN, ‘inc ol-Eslem Hosse-n'ali Niri, Evin 
prison religious magistrate, spoke avou che goals of the judicial seminar, 


administration of prisons, training of prisoners and conditions for 
prisoner release. 


In response to an initial quvection concerning what effects holding the 
national judicial seminar wovld have on eliminating judicial problems, he 
said: The aim in organizing the judicial seminar was to identify, examine 
and eliminate the country's judicial problems. Because there are plans to 
hold an international judicial seminar in the future, it was necessary for 
a domestic seminar to examine issues relatine to adjudication in Islam, 
Islamic punishments, methods of cerling with criminals in an Islamic systen, 
prisoner conditions, prisoner training, «nd in general all the dimensions 

of Islamic judicial issues. In this way we wiil be able to present these 
issues to the world in the international scomirer i2rer on. 


As the interview continued, ic pointe. ‘ciary'’s leck cf authority 
under the former revime, ana concern ati Gi ‘ne iC 
republic's Ministry of Justice, he carne n- nesrc *tesk or judici 

9fficials is codification of the iS 445 1.0 uct take place in the 
necessary way durine : fajl session due to the great workload. 

fhe revolution courts ane ' ‘Minasery of Justice are now facing some 
problems stemming fro nat tuation. Thus i* was necésrary tc reise chese 


issues and problems in the judicias seminar and to codify and summarize 
them so that we can present them to the world. In this way there will be 
a model for Islamic laws, so thet if other Islamic countries wish to bring 


their system of adiudica som into concordance with Islamic adjudication, 
they wiil have ar . ate as a besis for carrying out their own 
VOI. 
Niri spoke about 
rjscon administrat 
contorm ! c standards. Sy and iarze, 
n ‘ a - +1 lack oi eadree 
rair r hye riconers ) : ori and workshops. With thece 
, 
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the prison term, at least do something productive, and get some use out of 
their bodily energy. There is also a space problem. Before the revolution 
and during the first stage of the revolution's victory, officials never 
dreamed that we would ever need so many prisons. We thought that things 
would continue as thev were then, when all the people held hands with each 
other, took the revolution’s path behind His Fminence the Imam, and moved 
forwards. But on: 7a they dispersed and the probiem assumed its present 
proportions. In any case, after the revolution's victory, the hands of the 
criminal superpowers oi the East and West emerged from the sleeves of the 
mini-groups and created uisorganization and crises in this country. To 
preserve public security, the Islamic republican system had no alternative 
but to arrest members of the mini-groups which has raised the flag of armed 
Struggle against it, and thus isolate them from society so they could not 
commit sabotage and assassination and shatter a system achieved with the 
blood of thousands of martyrs. Therefore a shortage of space is another 
problem. These are problems we hope will be solved by the officials con- 
cerned, God wiiiing. Continuing, he added: Preparing workshops, providing 
various jobs for prisoners, s:7Dlving “he redvisite training cadres in the 
area of physical exercise, etc., prisoner education, caring for the chiidren 
of prisoners and supplying their living expenses, all of these are problems 
we hoped will be studied and solved in their own way. 


In connection with the statements of Ayatollah Musavi Ardebili concerning 
lightening prison sentences, Hojjat ol-Eslam Niri said: Practically all of 
the officials in the Islamic republic share this view because in Islam the 
purpose of prison is education of the criminal offender. When a person 
commits a crime, the court sentences him, for example, to four years in 
prison. The goal of this sentence is to rebuild and punish the person 
during these four yea, so that when he returns to society he can be a 
useful member of his conmunity. Now if prison conditions are such that this 
goal can be met in two years, naturally the remaining two vears of the 
sentence perforce lose their meaning, und there is no reason for the 
prisoner to stay in prison. Therefore those individuals whose prison terms 
have not been completed must be re:eased from prison when it has been 


determined that they have been corrected and will be useful members of 
society if released. 


He also said: In Islam some crimes have fixed punishments which have been 
set by God, the prophet and the clergy, and which cannot be increased or 
reduced, For example, if a person commits adultery with an unmarried woman, 
he is sentenced to 100 lashes, and this amount cannot be reduced or 


increased. Drinking alcohol, murder and retaliation for murder have punish- 
ments whose severity cannot be reduced or increased. However, the majority 
of crimes currently investigated by the revolution courts have no definite 
punishment, and the religious magistrate sentences the crimiual to prison 

or other puntsnment in accordance with the criminal's situation, the nature 
and degree of the crime, and the time and place of commission. Therefore, 
if a prison sentence has oven effective even though its full term has not 
expired, the rest of the sentence can be suspended or pardoned. 
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ESFAHAN ANNUAL STEEL OUTPUT TO DOUBLE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 7 May 84 p 21 


[Text] With the coming into operation of the 500 roller the Esfahan steel mill, 
with a current annual capacity of 700 thousand tons, will double its maximum 
annual production of 600 thousand tons of steel. 


In dascussing this subject in an interview with the IRNA reporter the acting 
director of the Esfahan steel mill provided information about putting the 
steel mill's casting unit No 5 into operation this year and added: ‘'"Accord- 
ingly, the second blast furnace, which came into production at the end of 
last year, also will reach its peak capacity." 


In elucidating this matter he referred to the features of the casting appar= 
atus, which is of the column-and-arc type the like of which we have not had up 
to now and said: ‘We are not yet completely equipped in the casting depart- 
ment, but I hope that with the carrying-out of operations such as those of 
assembly and adjusting we will achieve success." 


He then referred to the complete absence of productive capacity on the part 
of the second blast furnace an said: "Because casting apparatus No 5 was 
not in use, this operation has not yet been carried out. However, the oper- 
ation of this casting apparatus will cause this furnace to turn out a con- 
siderable production. The furnace is producing 2,000 tons at the present 
time." 


The acting director of the Esfahan steel mill referred to the coming into op- 
eration of the 300 roller in 1986-1987 and stated that as of now the con- 
struction work in this sector had been completed and that the installation of 
the equipment had begun. He then said: ‘When that is done the production of 
the steel mill will reach the 1,9 million tons projected in the plan." He 
stat. ' *'»t the production of the first blast furnace at present was 1,500 
tons every 24 hours and said: "Last year the Esfahan steel mill, using the 
first biast furnace, achieved the greatest output it ever has had." 


In this connection he produced statistics and figures relating to the output 

of the first furnace and said: "Last year the dry coke produced was 86,229 
tons or 4 percent more than forecast in the plan. Metallurgical coke was 
806,042 tons, a 9.4 percent increase in production. The cast iron produced 

by the first furnace was 638,668 tons, with a 3/10 increase in steel production 
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of 703,353 tons or 98 percent of the projected plan. The production of the 650 
roller was 503,345 tons, an increase of 6.6 percent over that planned. The 
production of the 350 roller was 10.3 percent greater. The refractory brick 
production unit, with an output of 24,524 tons, had an 11.7 percent increase in 
production compared with the annual projection in the plan. At the same time, 
blast furnace No. 2, with a production of 198,555 tons of cast iron, was 
limited to 78 percent of the planned output because the production casting 
apparatus was not ready.” 


In view of the fundamental importance of refractory materials in this and 
Similar industries, the acting director of the Esfahan steel mill spoke about 
the needed refractory materials, pointing to the creation of a refractory re- 
search center in the National Steel Company: ''This company is now considering 
creating a unit for preparing magnesite and aluminum refractory materials that 
can help make us self-sufficient in these two materials." 


He stated that the production of refractory materials at the Esfahan steel 
mill was 85 percent of the plant's needs and said: "In certain fields of this 
industry we have the possibility of greater production in the plant.” 


The acting director of the steel mill, in concluding this interview, referred 
to the government's programs in connection with the expansion of the steel 


industry and said: "The manufacture of rollers and the preparation of 
ferrous is one of those programs the implementation of which is very important 
for us.’ He then recalled the steel-making training system, and after stating 


that the number of foreign experts in this industry had declined he said: "As 
workers have been trained we have to a considerable extent been able to dis- 
pense with foreign experts." 


In conclusion, with regard to steel production he referred to the fact that it . 
was something alien to those in positions of responsibility and that there was | 
no coordinated system of employment on a national level and saic: "Despite 

the importance of steel production, the services it renders behind the front, 

and the determined striving of its experts on various fronts the importance of 

this great industry has not yet received the recognition that it deserves. 

We hope that when this industry receives more attention we can be of more ser- 

vice in the future." 


1254] 
CSO: 4640/228 
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PAKISTAN 


TALPUR SCORED FOR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION SCHEME 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 8 May 84 p 2 
[Column: "From Juma Khan's Pen" ] 


[Excerpt] Defense Minister Ali Ahmed Talpur has the distinction of being a 
minister for whose political remarks the government has had to make an 
explanation. According to APP, a government spokesman has given an explana- 
tion of his speech, made 23 April (and published in the newspapers), in 
which he said that the Pakistan People's Party [PPP] can never come into 
power again and that those who think otherwise are living in a fool's 
paradise. "Because," he asserted, "we will never let it happen." The 
government spokesman said that the statement reflected only Mr Talpur's 
personal opinion because, as a political worker, he had always been against 
the PPP. 


To avoid the necessity of a government explanation of his remarks in the 
future, it is essential that Mr Talpur make it clear before he makes a 
speech whether he is speaking as a minister or as a private citizen. 


I have two objections to the explanation offered by the government spokesman. 
First, he calls Mr Talpur a political worker; second, he says that Mr Talpur 
has always been against the PPP. Mr Ali Ahmed Talpur has been an elected 
member of the National Assembly. He belongs to a family of politicians. 

His brother, the late Mr Rasul Bakhsh Talpur, was governor and then chief 
minister of Sind during the previous regime. Even under the present regime, 
he was a senior minister of Sind.. Against this background, to call Mr Talpur 
(who is also known as the moustached minister) a political worker is to 
degrade his position and dilute his political stature. The spokesman 

should have called him a politician or a diplomat. Again, it is untrue to 
say that in the past, too, he was against the PPP, since Mr Ali Ahmed Talpur 
won his seat in the National Assembly as a PPP nominee. If he had differences 
with his political party afterwards, it was his moral obligation to have 
resigned from his seat in the National Assembly or at least have proclaimed 
his breach with his political party. But he and his brother were known for 
their connection with the PPP, even after the end of PPP rule. But that is 
an old story. 


Now let us come to Mr Ali Ahmed Talpur's latest interview. The basic point 


of his remarks in this interview is that the present regime should make 
arrangements for its continuity, just as continuity is preserved in kingdoms. 
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He explains his scheme as follows: First a president should be elected. 
But to preserve thecontinuity of the government, the present federal 
cabinet should nominate a president. If the people elect him, he would 
become the president and then the members of the parliament would be 
chosen. If the people do not elect the person nominated, the federal 
cabinet would nominate another candidate, and this process would be 
continued until a president has finally been elected. 





The defense minister's scheme shows that he wants the continuity of the 
present regime, which is why he wants to give the right of nominating 

a president to the federal cabinet. I am sure that the minister knows 
that the present government is a martial law regime and that its 
continuity will mean the permanence of martial law. Mr Talpur says 
that if the nominee of the government does not get the requisite number 
of popular votes the cabinet would nominate another person and the 
election would be held anew. Mr Ali Ahmed Talpur has been a member of 
the National Assembly; as a politician, political worker or political 
leader, he must be acquainted with the ABC's of democracy. He must 
know that the people's refusal to elect the nominee of the government 
is, in the language of democracy, a vote of no-confidence against the 
regime. Nobody can make it a vote of confidence for the government. 

Mr Talpur should have thought of that. 


Wise men have said: "Think before you speak." 


12476 
CSO: 4656/157 
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APPEAL FOR REMOVING QADIANIS FROM KEY GOVERNMENT POSTS 


Karachi DAWN in English 6 Jun 84 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4600/622 


MIRPURKHAS, June S: 
Qadianis should immediately be re- 
‘moved from key posts in the Gov- 
ernment and semi-Government 
Departments. 


This appeal was made by Qari 
Abdul Khaliq Rehmani, Amir, 
Jamiat-i-Ahli-Hadees, Pakistan, 
while presiding over the second an- 
nual conference held at the 
Madresa Bahrul Uloom Salfia here 
on Saturday. 


He urged the Government to 
introduce laws in accordance with 
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the holy Quran and the sunnah in 
the country without loss of time 

Prominent among those who ad- 
dressed the conference were Prof 
Zafarullah, Moulana Ghulam 
Mustafa and Mr. Mohammad Ishaq 
Roopari. They stressed the need for 
speeding up the Islamisation 
process. 

Earlier, the Organising Secret 
ary of the madresa, Mr. Mohammad 
Rafiq Salfi stated that the Jamiai 
had established the Madresa on a 
5,400 sq. feet plot and a free pnm 
ary school was also being run by ir. 
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PAKISTAN 


GROWTH OF TRADE, ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH JAPAN EXAMINED 


Karachi DAWN in English 14 Jun 84 Supplement pp VII, IX, X 


[Article by Tufail Ahmad Khan] 


[Text ] 


JAPAN produces not a 
drop of oil; indeed that is 
the Achilles Heel of her 
economy, yet she exports 
lubricants to Pakistan 
which not only produces oil 
to 14 per cent of her annual 
requirements but also im- 
ports crude easily from 
nearby OPEC States and 
has refineries to man- 
ufacture oil products. 


In the nine months of the current 
fiscal year (1983-84 July-March) 
our imports of lubricants from Ja- 
pan have been of the order of Rs. 
97.318 million. Many people rightly 
think that it should be the other 
way round. 

Japan has not an ounce of her 
own iron ore nor coal, yet her steel 
production is roughly equal to the 
steel production of the USA and 
Western Europe combined. She is 
the world’s largest manufacturer 
and user of industrial robots which 
have cut down production costs, in- 
creased productivity without re- 
ducing technical employment be- 
cuase you need human beings for 
the servicing of robots. 

Japan is world’s biggest man- 
ufacturer of cars and cameras anda 
leading producer of computers and 
electronics. Japan’s industry today 
is clearly in the vanguard of tech- 
nological advancement; her entire 
industrial equipment is brand new 
because she has been renewing it 
every five to seven years. 


Stock Exchange 


Her exports are roughly 10 per 
cent of the world’s exports. Tokyo 
Stock Exchange is the second 
largest in the world being next only 
to Wall Street. 

She has a population of about 2.6 
per cnet of the world population 
yet she produces above 12 per cent 
of the world GNP. She has clearly 
left Western Europe behind 
economically. With the political 
problems being faced by Hong 
Kong and Taiwan (Chinese ter- 
ritories) Tokyo and Singapore may 
in due course also become biggest 
financial centres of the entire 
Pacific region. 

Japan spends above 4 per cent of 
her GNP on research and develop- 
ment. She is far from being any 
more a copier of the West. The situ- 
ation is now the other way round. 

Such is the economic giant, Ja- 
pan having risen from the ashes of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. She is 
herself now working to solve her 
energy problem through big invest- 
ments in nuclear energy. 

Last April the British Foreign 
Secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, 
pleaded the case of the EEC, while 
addressing Japan Press Club, that 
Japan should become more ‘import 
conscious’ “if the forces of pro- 
tectionism were to be thwarted”. 
One would like to ask: is it not 
equally, or even more urgent that 
EEC and USA _ discard 
tectionism against the poor Third 
World? 

After all, why should Japan be- 
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come ‘more import conscious’ when 
the developed West refuses to be 
more ‘import conscious’ in favour 
of developing countries. Only the 
other day the United States govern- 
ment told Pakistan frankly that no 
relaxation in quota curbs on the en- 
try of cotton textiles from Pakistan 
should be expected, notwithstand- 
ing that Pakistan is buying cotton 
from USA. 


Pakistan-Japan trade is typical 
of trade between a highly de- 
veloped and a severely retarted 
country. Pakistan-Japn two-way 
trade is exchange of raw materials 
with manufactured and fully 
finished products. This trade has of 
course increased. Japan has spread 
all over underdeveloped Asia inc- 


lluding Pakistan. Now she is our 


trading partner (export-import 
combined) and on the export side 
she is now our biggest buyer consid- 
ering the position up to the first 
eight months of 1983-84. 

Data are available from the offi- 
cial sources to show that in July- 
March 1983-84 (nine months) both 
exports to and imports from Japan 
have climbed. Our exports to Japan 
during July-March 1983-84 
amounted to Rs. 2,421.9 million 
and imports were of the value of Rs 
7,479 million as against Rs 2,024 
million and Rs. 6,292 million re- 
spectively in the corresponding 
period of 1982-83. 

We export around 200 items to 
Japan (e.g. in 1981-82 and 1982-83) 
but the main exports are cotton, 
yarn, cloth, wool and hair, cotton 











made-ups, shrimp, rice, leather, 
Carpets, sports goods, surgical in- 
struments, readymade clothes, 
onyx, emerald, etc. Below are given 
the values of July-March 1983-84 in 
million rupees: 


Cotton (American) 

Cotton Desi 

Yarn grey coarse 

Yarn grey medium 

Cotton Cloth printed 

Cotton cloth bleached mill made 
Woollen carpets handknotted 
Shirts 

Leather (goat-skin) 

Pig Iron 

Shrimp 

Onyx manufactures 
Platinum 


It will be seen thai platinum, 
onyx and pig iron are new items. 
Also, it is gratifying that the export 
of onyx manufactures, hand- 
knotted woollen carpets and yarn 
grey coarse in nine months of 1983- 
84 exceeded the exports of these 
items for the entire year of 1982-83. 
The export of cotton grey medium 
in July-March 1983-84 (Rs. 805.305 
million) was almost equal to the ex- 
port of this item for the entire 1982- 
83 (Rs. 822.116 million). 

So it is almost certain that de- 
spite our cotton crop failure, our 
total exports to Japan in the cur- 
rent financial year will exceed the 
total exports in the whole of the 
preceding fiscal year. 


There are strong indications that 
our imports from Japan in fiscal 
1983-84 will greatly exceed the im- 
ports in fiscal 1982-83. Even in 
July-March 1983-84 imports have 
reached about Rs 7.50 billion 
whereas for the whole of the year 
1982-83 these were slightly above 
Rs. 9 billion. Imports in July-March 
1983-84 (Rs 7,479,09,000) have al- 
ready exceeded the imports in 
July-March 1982-83 (Rs 
6,292,000,000). 

Japan being the largest supplier 
to Pakistan we import 1,662 items 
from that country. The figure has 
been arrived at on the basis of im- 
ports in fiscal 1981-82 and 1982-83. 
It is not possible here to name all 


those items and their values. How- 
ever, some of the main items im- 
ported from Japan during the first 
nine months of the current year 
1983-84 are given below along with 
their values in million rupees. 











July-March July-June 
(1983-84) (1982-83) 
9 months _12 months 
274 994 
128.712 
4,443.348 423.885 
805.305 
2.38 
1.371 
16.911 14.851 
20.813 ) 
117.860 
32.001 
235.813 
15.982 14.178 
23.1 
Item Value 
Rayon fibre 115.090 
Tyres (N.S) 109.206 
Synthetic yarn : 
& fibres (N.S.) 303.682 
Artificial silk varn 135.776 
Motor cars 1000cc 207.931 
Cement plants (12) 163.505 
Cement plant parts 76.390 
Machinery parts (N.S.) 138.820 
Motor cars 1300cc 35.318 
Jeeps 112.361 
Trucks 104.380 
Pick-ups 474.018 
Lubricants (N.S.) 97.318 


It will be noted that during the 
current year the cotton and yarn 
crisis due to the crop failure has 
greatly increased our imports of 
man-made fibres and yarn from 
Japan. , 

We import a wide range of in- 
dustrial raw materials, equipment 
and parts from Japan. Some other 
important imports from Japan com- 
prise a large variety of machinery 
(including textile), machine parts, 
babay foods, synthetic and organic 
dyes, varnishes, polyethelene in 
primary form, a large variety of 
chemicals and chemical products, 
metallurgical products such as 
steel and alloys, their man- 
ufactures, copper and aluminium 
and their products, plastic mould- 
ing powder, rubber scraps, a large 
variety of paper, electricity 
generating sets, and their parts, 
electrical wires and cables, power 
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units and parts, boilers, construc 
tion machinery, tools, ball-bearing, 
office equipment and machinery, 
radio and television sets and their 
components, cameras and their 


parts. components, films, etc. etc 


it will surprise many to know that 
in 1982-83 we imported unmilled 
wheat from Japan The quantity 
and value respectively were 
40,850 metric tons and Rs 99.854 
million. 

Such is the vastness of the range 
of imports from Japan. 

Trade deficit with Japan is our 
perpetual problem and the gap has 
been increasing from year to year 
It is indispensable in trade bet 
ween an industrial giant like Japan 
and an ill-planned economy (from 
the very beginning) as that of 
Pakistan. 








How has our adverse trade ba 
lance been growing with Japan will 
be known from the following of 
State Bank of Pakistan figures (val- 
ues are in million rupees): 


Fiscal year Vlue of 
(July-June) Exports 
1977-78 1,107.9 
1978-79 1,669.8 
1979-80 1,812.7 
1980-81 1,877.3 
1981-82 2,221.7 
1982-83 2,818.5 


ie ——_—— 


Japan being a member of the 
World Bank’s Aid-to-Pakistan con- 
sortium has been pledging substan- 
tial amounts to Pakistan every 
year. She has been usually the big- 
gest pledger next to USA among all 
consortium members. That aid, as 
far as disbursed, has been of posi- 
tive help to her in increasing her 
profitable exports to Pakistan. The 
official information about the out 
standing external indebtedness of 
Pakistan to Japan as on June 30. 
1982, is as follows (in million US 
dollars): 


Un-disbursed 


684 88) 
1§ 937 


Capital Aid 
Suppliers credit: 


For 1983-84 Japan’s pledge was 
$149 million including project aid 
of $73.1 million. The country-wite 
details of pledges for 1984-85 have 
not yet been announced. 

The total indebtedness to USA 
was $2,642.304 million, to Italy 
$846.093 million, to Westerr 
Germany $809,402 million, to 
Canada $505.930 million, to France 
$308.612 million and to U.K. 
$110.258 million and to USSR (non. 
consortium ) $54,505 million (due to 
steel] mills). However, Japan’s and 
the other consortium countries’ at 
titude on re-scheduling of past de- 
bts has been unhelpful. 

But grant assistance from Japan 


has been substantial. Figures are in 
million dollars in the table below: 


1) Ist Plan (1955-60) 0.192 
2) 2nd Plan (60-65) 0.837 
3) 3rd Plan (65-70) 1.918 
Value of - balance 
imports 
3,322.4 — 2,214.5 
4,148.7 ~ 2,478.9 
§,4224 ~ 3.609.7 
6,187.8 - 4,310.5 
7.3459 §.124.7 
9.128.3 6,309.8 
4) 1970-71 8.576 
5) 1971-72 0.270 
6) 1972-75 NIL 
7) 1976-77 1,393 
8) 1977-78 5,156 
9) 1978-79 23.090 
10) 1979-80 20.228 
11) 1980-81 38.790 
12) 1981-82 48.765 
13) 1982-83 18.106 


Next to that of USA, Japan’s 
grant assistance has been the 
largest. Telecommunication re- 
search, health, education, social 


Total 
145 275 830156 
Nil 1§.937 
Total 846 093 


welfare and Afghan refugees have 
been the main items of Japan’s 
grant assistance. Till last June her 
grant assistance in yen totalled 
34.499 million. 

Japan’s contribution to the de- 
velopment of our cotton and artsilk 
industries has been colossal 
notwithstanding that the machin- 
ery she supplied us 1n the fiftees 
and sixtees were mostly renovated 
second-hand, but it did help us start 
industrialisation. Now she is giving 
us valuablE technical help in tan- 


ning, ceramics. electronics and 
automobile industries 
To embark on the = multi- 
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dimensional course, which would 
ultumately reduce, if not entirely 
remove, the grave imbalance in 
Pakistan-Japan trade, ss essential. 
There are various ways to do it 

Japan’s equity investment in 
Pakistan has been far below expec- 
tations. There are only a few exam- 
ples of joint ventures. with 
Pakistani parties. Honda, Yamaha 
and Kawasaki for the assembly and 
manufacture of two-wheelers are 
successful examples. Hino is a 
tripartite project between Japan, 
Pakistan and UAE. Nissan for as- 
sembly and manufacture of trucks 
and buses is another joint venture. 
What we need is Japanese equity 
investment on a big scale, e.g. 
establishment of a heavy electrical 
complex. Without that transfer of 
technology will remain an empty 
talk. 

The oil-rich Middle Eastern 
market. the vast markets of India 
and Africa and even of Western 
Europe are in proximity with 
Pakistan. Japanese goods man- 
ufactured in Pakistan will be far 
cheaper in these markets if ex- 
ported from Pakistan, because the 
transportation cost will be mmi- 
mal. Particularly in the case of GCC 
countries it would be negligible. 
After all, so many and so much of 
Japanese goods are re-exported 
from the GCC to Pakistan. Let it be 
the other way round. 


Japan can also place orders with 
Karachi Shipyard for the construc- 
tion of ocean-going vessels to re- 
duce the grave imbalance in 
Pakistan- Japan trade. China has al- 
ready done so for the same 
purpose. 


Japan can place sub-contracting 
orders with our idie engineering 
capacities for the fabrication of 
machineries and metal man- 
ufactures for export to the Middle 
East, Africa and Europe. This will 
be another “ready business” in 
cost-cutting 











Loans aad Greats te Pakistan Since 1988 


(unit: billion yen) 





1 


Loans 


Grants 


Technical cooperation 





(1) 24 (18th yea credu) 


© Commoduy credit (12) 

© Raslway transporiation wm- 
provement (9) 

© Ocean survey and developmen: 


© Equipment and supplies for 
road consiruction (3.5) 

© Fertikzer and other assisiance 
to increase food production 


0.899 


72 trainees accepie~ 

6 specialists cispaiched 

$8 persons dispatched in oaety 
teams 











Fiscal (3) (2.5) ¥91 millon wornh of [ equipryeat 
1980 (2) 10.16 Debt reef credit © Equipment and supplies for and supplies , 
(3) Deferment of repayment of qutomobue maintenance and I technical cooperation project 
yen credit principal repair center (0.6) $ development surveys’ {>> 
e Urban antumalaria campaign 
(0.6) 
© Medical equipment and sup- 
plies for Sind State hospual 
(0 6) 
© Debt relief (0.761) 
26 (IMA yen credit) 8.245 0.773 
¢ Commodity credu (9.9) © Fertilizer and other assistance § | 68 trainees accepied 
® Program to raise soliage of to increase food production 24 specialisis dispatched 
$00 kv power transmission (2.7) 114 persons dispatched in survey 
Fiscal lunes (12.2) © Equipment and supplies tor teams 
1981 © Quetia power piani eapansion Baluchistan State road con- 7136 million worth of equipment 
(2) siruction (2) and supplies 
® Coasial microwave network © Transportation improvement 1 technical cooperation project 
construction (1 9) i) 8 development surveys 
@ Urban antimalaria campaign 
(0.5) 
© Saranan disirict waterworks 
program (0.35) 
© Debt relief (0.345) 
28 (20th yen credit) 9 043 0799 
© Commodity credu (10 2) * Fertilizer and other assisia. ¢ | $6 trainees accepted 
© Provision of diesel locomotives | 10 increase food productica 10 specialists dispatched 
(9 76) (2 8) 103 persons dispatched in survey 
Fiscal ® Construction of Islamabad © Road improvement in outlying | reams 
1982 satellite earth sialon and regions (2) ¥62 millean worth of equipment 
second international exchange | ° Construction of Islamabad and supplies 
station (4.84) Children's Hospital (1.8) 2 technical cooperation projects 
© Microwave network expansion |* Darya Khan bridge consiruc- | § developmeni surveys 
(32) tion (1.15) 
* Lrban antimalana campaign 
(0 $) 
© Dedi rehet 10.693) 
ju 036 (list sen creduy 8.315 
© Commodu. credit (3.3) © Fertsuszer and other assistance 
¢ Jamshoro thermal power 10 increase food production 
generator (21 736) (2 9) 
© Chidren's hospital consiruc- 
Fiscal on (2.5) 
1983 ¢ Consiruciion and improvement 
(as of of roads between farms and 
March 20. markets (2) 
Ved © Local energy developmen 
program (0.24) 
© Debts relief (0.577) 
© 2 grants of equipment and 
for preservauion of 








cultural assets (cultural grants) 
(0.098) 
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Japan-Pakisian Trade (1983 calendar year) 














Pakistan's exports to Japan Pakistan's imports from Japan 
Total: 263.0 : Total: 760.0 
Other (uni: miulkon U.S. dollars) Other 
a 16.3 Heavy hy % 
cu *. 
iS (6.8%) ‘ ’ ( ) 
($.7%) =, 
4.2 
(6.5%) 
Metal 
products 
90.4 
(11.9%) 
Electrical machinery 
x” 


machinery 139.9 
102.5 Light (18.4% 





Pakistan's Major Trading Partners (Fiscal 1982-83; July 1982-June 1983) 
baports Imports 


tun milhon rupees) 



















tran Japan 
4.2252  , Saudi Arabia 9.1283 
1 462.3%) x” 1.027 8 (13.4%) 


(9 3% e) / 
Saud: Arabia 
9,096.1 
(13.0%) 





Other 


Unwed 
* Arab 





Kuwan 





Emirates 
26113 6,385.9 
(7 6%) (9 3%} 
Laued States 
’ 10°06 
Lnued hingdum China 1.0% Unued Kingdom 
1.089 3 1.6N0 > 4,374.8 
14 8%) (4 90) (h 3%) 
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DAWTOTAS 


BRIEFS 


PRESS CENSORSHIP OPPOSED=--Quetta, June 1--Syed Farooq Shah and Rahat Malik, 

president and general secretary of the National Council of Civi] Liberties, 

have demanded repeal of the Press and Publications Ordinance and liftiny of 

curbs on the press. In a joint statement issued here on Thursday, they sup- 
ported the resolution of the Council ot Pakistan Newspapers Lditurse ,icdt] 
{Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 2 Jun 84 p 6| 


BOOK BANNED--Karachi, June 5--A book titled "The Majesty That Was Islam," 
written by W. Montgomery Watt, has been banned by the Home Department ot 
Sind as it contains objectionable material falling within clause of mischief 
under the Press and Publications Ordinance. Immediate forfeiture of a!! 
copies of the book was ordered. Urdu monthly AZAD BALUCHISTAN of Londo 
(February issue) and English monthly DEMOCRATIC PAKISTAN, London of Marcel 14 
issue were also banned and forfeiture of all their copies was ordered ior 
containing highly objectionable, provocative and sensational materia].--!| 
[Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 6 Jun 84 p 10] 
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